
2nd Sunday of Easter, April 8, 2018 
John 20:19-31 
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! (Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!) Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Good old Thomas. We get this text every year on the second 
Sunday of Easter. This is one of my favorite texts in the bible, but I don’t like that Thomas is 
popularly called “Doubting Thomas.” I don’t like that he is singled out from the rest of the disciples 
because he would not believe until he had seen the risen Jesus with his own eyes, until he had 
touched his wounds and made sure it was him. Because really, Thomas was no different than any of 
the rest of them. They too believed that Jesus was alive again only because they saw him, only 
because he showed up in their closed room and showed them his wounds. So Thomas gets a bad rap 
when we use him as a negative example. “Consider doubting Thomas, who refused to believe with 
out seeing. He didn’t believe even though his fellow disciples had actually seen Jesus alive. You 
shouldn’t be like Thomas. You should believe!” Not only is that unfair to Thomas, it’s also not a 
faithful proclamation of the Good News. And that’s because faith is not something we can control. 
It’s not something we can just decide to do. Faith is the work of God the Holy Spirit, who creates 
faith in us when we hear the good news of the gospel proclaimed to us. Our part in that task, both as 
the church and as individual Christians, is to communicate that Good News in the best, most 
compelling way we can. And that involves not only what we say, but also how we live our lives. 
The rest is up to God. 
 One way to look at the Thomas story is as the first failed attempt at evangelism. 
“Evangelism,” you may know, literally means proclaiming the gospel. One reason that the disciples’ 
proclamation of the good news to Thomas failed to connect might be that their words said one thing 
– “We have seen the Lord” – but their actions said another. When Jesus appeared to them the first 
time, in Thomas’ absence, they were gathered together and locked in their room out of fear. Then 
when Jesus walks in on them they are compelled to believe. But after living a whole week with this 
knowledge, their lives to not seem to have changed at all. The following week they are gathered 
together again, this time with Thomas, but once again the doors are locked. The NRSV text for 
some reason says the first time that the doors were locked and the second time the doors were shut, 
but the Greek text has exactly the same word in both places, so I’m not sure why they decided to 
give us different English words in these two places. The point is, though, that after a week of living 
with astonishing news of Jesus’ resurrection, nothing has apparently changed for them. They are 
still huddled together locked in their room. Is that maybe why Thomas didn’t believe them? 
Because they didn’t act like the news of Jesus’ resurrection had made any real difference in their 
lives? 
 After telling us about this first, failed attempt at evangelism, John then tells us that the 
purpose of his whole book, including this episode, has been to do what the disciples failed to do on 
their own here. And it is intended to do that for those like us who don’t have the option of seeing 
and believing as the original disciples had. I have long loved this original ending to John’s gospel 
where John tells us why he wrote it, but I have tended to think about it in isolation from the Thomas 
story. I took me years to realize that the Thomas story is being used to make this final point. Last 
week I talked about the gospel of Mark, and how its unusual, unexpected ending with the women 
fleeing the tomb in fear and saying nothing is really a clever way of drawing us into the story. The 
ending to John’s gospel is doing something similar. It’s drawing us in. We are the ones, together 
with all of our brothers and sisters in the faith since the first century, who Jesus is talking about to 
Thomas, the ones who don’t get to see, and yet we believe. 
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 Of course that is also the point at which we have perhaps the greatest problem with not just 
this text but with our lives of faith as a whole. In reading through this text, most of us probably 
identify with Thomas. I know I do. I’m pretty sure that I would have done exactly what Thomas did. 
We don’t just want to be told, we want to see. We want something compelling that forces us to 
accept beyond a shadow of a doubt that not only is the resurrection of Jesus a reality, but also that it 
has something to do with our lives, that it makes a difference to us 2,000 years down the road, that it 
is an answer to all of the sin, death, and evil that surrounds us in this life. But the thing is, we don’t 
get what we want. We don’t get compelling proof. Not of Jesus’ resurrection, not of his divinity, not 
even of the very existence of God, which I’m not sure that even John could have anticipated we 
would want or need. 
 As frustrating as that can be, God doesn’t seem to work that way, and I have come to 
consider that to be a very good thing. In fact, I see it going to the very nature of who God is and 
how God wishes to relate to us. We don’t get the proof we want because proof is a kind of force. 
And while there are any number of relationships in our lives that are based on force – I probably 
don’t need to tell you that with tax day approaching this week – God does not want the relationship 
with us to be that kind of relationship. In fact, haven’t we seen that most clearly in the death of 
Jesus, recounted over the past couple of weeks? Jesus endured death on the cross precisely because 
he refused to give in to the temptation to exercise power in his own defense. In Luther’s mind this 
was the key to the Gospels, the key to what God was up to in Jesus. In one of his introductions to 
the four Gospels that he had translated into German, Luther wrote that “unlike Moses … and 
contrary to the nature of a commandment, Christ does not horribly force and drive us. Rather he 
teaches us in a loving and friendly way … Christ drives and compels no one. Indeed he teaches so 
gently that he entices rather than commands.” 
 So we don’t get what we might think we want – a relationship of force and compulsion, of 
being convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt. Instead we get the rumor of the gospel, and the 
witness of Jesus’ first followers whose lives in the end were finally transformed by the news of the 
Jesus’ resurrection, and who passed on that news by word of mouth and by the written words of the 
New Testament books and letters, in turn transforming the lives of countless others by drawing 
them in to life of the crucified and risen Christ. That life continues in our midst today, here in this 
place and in assemblies of those throughout the world among whom the rumor of the gospel is 
proclaimed, among whom the body and blood of Christ are shared, so that our lives too might be 
transformed, and so that, having experienced God’s transforming love, and trusting the promise that 
Jesus death and resurrection truly have undone the ultimate power of sin and death, we might be 
instruments of God’s enticing, inviting love for a world desperately in need of good news. May God 
keep us faithful to our baptismal calling, and may God’s peace keep our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus so that we might proclaim with our lives that Christ is risen, alleluia! (Christ is risen indeed. 
Alleluia!) 
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