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 Alleluia, Christ is risen! (Christ is risen indeed!) Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. “So they went out and fled from the tomb,” these women did, 
“for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.” That’s it? That’s how the story ends? Really? Is this some kind of April Fools joke? You 
could be forgiven for thinking so. And you wouldn’t be the first person to find this a shocking 
ending to Mark’s Gospel. In fact, It was so disconcerting to at least two different people in the 
early church that they added on their own endings to Mark’s account. One of them continued 
almost as if it had been an April Fool’s joke: “…they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid…” April Fools! “… all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around 
Peter. And afterward Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and 
imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.” Except for the “April fools!” that I threw in, this 
is exactly how one ancient manuscript of Mark’s gospel reads. One sentence says they said 
nothing to anyone, and the next sentence – without missing a beat – says that they did, in fact, 
tell someone. There’s also a longer added ending in other ancient manuscripts that seems to be a 
mash-up of the resurrection accounts in the other three Gospels. So clearly some folks didn’t like 
how Mark had ended his story. Or maybe they though that the end of the story had gotten lost, 
because why wouldn’t Mark include the post-resurrection appearances that the other Gospel’s 
include? I think it’s because they missed what Mark was trying to do with his original, startling 
ending. 
 Something similar seems to have happened with my favorite book of the Bible, the book 
of Jonah, part of which we read last night at the Easter Vigil. You know that story. Most people, 
if they know anything about Jonah, know that he was the one swallowed by the big fish. But 
that’s not really the point of the story. The big fish is just transportation, to get Jonah out of the 
sea and back onto dry land. The point of the story is that Jonah does not want God to be merciful 
to the people Jonah hates. Except for the brief moment when Jonah tells the sailors to throw him 
overboard in order to save their lives, Jonah is pretty much a jerk throughout the book. At least 
as it was originally written. But somebody didn’t like how much of a jerk he was, or how God 
would rescue such an unrepentant jerk and give him a second chance, so they added in chapter 2, 
drawn from one of the psalms, where Jonah prays to God from the belly of the fish and repents 
of his former disobedience. When we get to the next chapter, though, and especially the final 
chapter, it’s clear that Jonah has not changed a bit. He still hates the Ninevites and wants no part 
in God having mercy on him. The power of the book of Jonah is in how it ends. God shows 
Jonah how much more Jonah cares for a plant that died than he cares for living, breathing people 
who bear the image of God, and then he asks Jonah, “should I not be concerned for all these 
people? Not to mention all their animals?” We don’t get Jonah’s answer, and we never now if 
Jonah truly repents. And that’s because Jonah is ultimately not really about Jonah. It’s about us. 
The story of Jonah leaves the reader asking herself the question, “Isn’t God right to care about 
the people that I hate? Do I really want to be a jerk like Jonah?” The purpose of the book is to 
move the reader to action – in this case, repentance. 
 The original ending of Mark has precisely the same goal, to move us to action. But you 
have to understand it in the context of the entire Gospel. First, you need remember how Mark 
starts his account. Here’s the very first verse, which can also be understood as the title of his 
Gospel: “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” That’s right, the 



whole of Mark’s Gospel is only the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ. It’s not by any 
means the whole story. Second, like the book of Jonah, Mark is playing with us, using irony to 
make his point. What’s ironic is that from the very first chapter, Jesus does not want the word to 
get out about who he is – that he is the Son of God, God’s long-promised Messiah. This is a 
consistent theme throughout the Gospel until his crucifixion. It starts with the unclean spirits that 
Jesus casts out. They recognize him and shout out who he is. And he tells them to be silent. Then 
it’s those he cures who he tells not to say anything, but they go off and tell anyway. Finally it’s 
his disciples. When Jesus asks them who they think he is, Peter pipes up and tells him, you’re the 
Messiah, the Christ, the King who is restoring God’s kingdom. And Jesus tells them not to tell 
anyone about him. Throughout Mark’s Gospel Jesus wants to keep it a secret that he is the 
Messiah until he has been crucified – because that fate is the exact opposite of what they 
expected or wanted from the Messiah. What they wanted and expected was for Jesus to grab the 
reigns of power, drive out the Roman army, and reestablish the kingdom of Israel and Judah, 
conquered centuries before by the Assyrians and then the Babylonians. But God is going much 
deeper than that in rescuing God’s people. God is not interested in conquering the Romans, or 
taking revenge on ancient enemies who have long been conquered anyway. And what is true for 
Mark’s original audience is also true for us. God is not interest in helping us conquer our 
enemies either, or to get our revenge on those who have wronged us. In Jesus God is taking the 
battle to the root of our problems, to the forces of sin, death, and evil. And he will conquer them 
by refusing to do things on their terms. Jesus will not fight sin with sin, death with death, or evil 
with evil. Instead he will let them do their worst. And then when these powers that have held this 
world in their grip have done their worst, when they have put him to death in the most horrible 
way, he will refuse to stay dead. Their power over him, and now also their power over the world, 
will be broken. This is what it means for Jesus to be the Messiah. This is what it means for God’s 
kingdom to come near. Now that you know that, now that you have seen Jesus both crucified and 
risen, now you can go tell the world about him. This is what the young man at the tomb tells the 
women. Now you can tell. But they say nothing to anyone, because they are afraid. It’s ironic! It 
makes you want to laugh and cry at the same time. It makes you want to shout, “No! Don’t be 
afraid! Go and tell!” And then, maybe, “Well, I’m not going to be like them. I’m not going to be 
afraid. I’m going to go and tell.” 
 The Gospel according to Mark is only the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. And we get to be in the sequel, together with those frightened women, our 
foremothers in the faith. Because of course they did not stay silent for long. Mark knew we could 
figure that our for ourselves. How else could we know the story? Like them, God gives us also 
the courage to overcome our fear and to be partners in Jesus’ continuing story. We will not be 
will not be alarmed and we will not be afraid, because Christ is risen, Alleluia! (Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia!) 
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