
6th Sunday of Easter – May 6, 2018 
Acts 10:44-48 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
500 years ago, everyone believed that the sun orbited around the earth. People were just coming 
to grips with the idea that the earth was a globe. We’re coming up on the 500th anniversary of the 
first circumnavigation of the earth by Ferdinand Magellan and his fleet. But that the earth orbited 
the sun seemed impossible. And then, within 15 years, a Polish astronomer who had been 
watching the planets and plotting their movements figured out that the best explanation for their 
sometimes erratic movements was that the Earth and all the planets orbited the sun. He wrote 
about it in a book that few people read. It would take another century and the invention of the 
telescope to get this theory before the public, and then almost another century after that before it 
began to be generally accepted. It has been only about 250 years that we have understood that 
our solar system belongs to the Milky Way galaxy, and only 100 years since we came to 
understand that the Milky Way is only one among many galaxies – billions of them, as it 
happens. With each of these discoveries our perspective was changed. The world around us was 
not quite what we thought it was. And with each discovery the world – the cosmos – got bigger. 
 Todays readings are about challenging and expanding our worldview. But before I get to 
them, I want to tell you about a guy I whose story I ran across this past week. Because it 
illustrates the nature and the magnitude of our first reading. 
 The man’s name is Daryl Davis. Daryl Davis’ worldview was change drastically when he 
was ten years old. He had been chosen by his cub scout leaders to carry the flag in an 
Independence Day parade. And as he was carrying the flag in the parade, suddenly a bottle was 
thrown at him. And then a rock. And then some more objects. He did not understand what was 
going on. He thought, “maybe these people don’t like cub scouts.” Now what I haven’t told you 
yet is that Daryl is black, and he was the only black child in his cub scout troupe, and his family 
was one of only a few black families in his neighborhood. Later on his parents explained racism 
to him. But he did not believe them. His parents had never lied to him, as far as he knew, but he 
was sure they were lying to him now because it made no sense to him that someone would hate 
him without ever having met him, just based on the color of his skin. The experience led him on 
a life-long quest to understand racism. 
 Fast forward a decade or so and Daryl is a professional musician, playing piano as the 
only black member country band. One night during a break he was approached by a man who 
told him how much he liked his playing. He invited him to his table. He said he’d never heard of 
a black man playing like Jerry Lee Lewis. Daryl said, where do you think Jerry Lee Lewis 
learned how to play? The man couldn’t believe it. Eventually it came out that the man was a 
member of the KKK. Daryl knew a lot about the KKK from his reading, so they had a lot to talk 
about. Over the next year or so as Daryl’s band returned to play at this venue he continued to 
meet up with this man, and they developed a friendship. Eventually, because of knowing Daryl, 
and knowing him as a fellow human being and not just an alien other, the man left the KKK. He 
also helped Daryl get in touch with other members of the Klan for a book he was writing, and 
eventually some of them also left the Klan. It’s a remarkable story about changing perspective 
and broadening a worldview. If you Google Daryl Davis you’ll find his TED talk. I listened to a 
much longer presentation, but the TED talk will give you a good summary. 
 The story of Daryl Davis and the KKK member is a great example of the kind of 
encounter Peter had in our first reading this morning. We get only the tail end of that story. 
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You’ll notice our reading begins with verse 44. I need to take you all the way back to the 
beginning of the chapter for you to appreciate what is going on here and how it relates to our 
other readings. The story starts with Cornelius, a Roman Centurion. But not just any Roman 
Centurion. Cornelius, we are told, feared God, prayed constantly, and gave alms to his Jewish 
neighbors. Cornelius has a vision in which an angel appears to him and tells him to send for 
Peter in Joppa, and listen to what he has to say. So he does just that. In the mean time, as 
Cornelius’ men are getting to Joppa, Peter has his own vision. In this vision he sees a sheet 
lowered from heaven with all kinds of unclean animals, animals that Jews are forbidden from 
eating. But a voice tells Peter to get up, kill, and eat. Peter says, “No, we’re not allowed to eat 
these animals, and I have never eaten anything profane.” (Let’s remember that Jesus, his 
disciples, and all of the original Christians were Jewish. This happens three times, and finally the 
voice says, “What God has made clean you must not call profane.” 
 Then Peter wakes up and has no idea what that was all about. But just then Cornelius’ 
men arrive. Peter puts them up for the night and the next day they set off to meet Cornelius. And 
all the while Peter is thinking about the vision and putting two and two together. Finally he meets 
Cornelius and everything seems to click. The vision wasn’t about food. It was about the Gentiles. 
Peter had grown up believing that the Gentiles were second-class people at best, that God was 
not concerned with them and the Jews like himself should avoid them. Now he realizes that God 
was telling him that no one is beyond God’s concern and nobody was second class. That’s when 
Peter launches into his speech that we heard on Easter Sunday, that God makes no distinction 
among peoples, that Jesus salvation is for everyone equally. 
 What is remarkable about this story is that God does not announce a new policy, dropped 
from heaven on stone tablets. God first gives Peter and Cornelius separate visions which on their 
own are incomplete, even incomprehensible in Peter’s case. But then God places them in each 
other’s company and lets them figure out the implications of what God has been up to in Jesus’ 
fulfilling of the scriptures by his death and resurrection. Both of them come to realize that the 
God of Israel is the God of all people.  
 And this realization is mean to be ours as well. The vision we are given through our 
encounters with God in worship and prayer centered in the scriptures and the stories of Jesus’ life 
death and resurrection – these are given concrete shape and form in the people God places in our 
path. God’s love, forgiveness, and reconciliation are meant not only for us, but they are meant to 
be realized through us, calling us to love, forgive, and be reconciled with even the unlovable. If 
Peter, forgiven and reconciled to God by Jesus, can come to care for the likes of Cornelius, and if 
Daryl Davis can come to care for a member of the KKK, then what are the possibilities for you 
and me? Who might we come to care for that we never thought possible? God only knows. And 
God only can make it happen. May God give us the vision, the courage, and the faith to be open 
to the Spirit and to all who bear God’s image. And may the peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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