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Welcome to Grace!
We're glad you've joined us as we gather to be encountered by God in Word and Sacrament. We
believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of love and
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates back to
the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but we’re
convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time.
We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Helpful information for first-time visitors:
 Restrooms are in the hall to the left of the entrance, on the right opposite the elevator.
 Our staffed nursery for children 4 and younger is on the right past the restrooms.
 Clipboards with crayons and activity sheets are on a table in the Narthex (Lobby).
Other activities for young children are in the pink and blue totes.
 Our pastor enjoys meeting visitors. Please introduce yourself.
Please sign the Friendship Register located on the pew, next to the center aisle, and pass it to
the person next to you during the Offering portion of the service.
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions or information

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
 “Favorite Hymn” request

As We Gather: Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be helped
by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in
Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed
sacrament and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened
in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.

Note: This bulletin is available electronically on the worship menu of the Grace web site.

Large-print bulletins are available.

Gathering
Prelude
The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly faces the baptismal font. All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal,
the builder of the city that is to come.
Amen.

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ.
Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our helper,
we confess the many ways
we have failed to live as your disciples.
We have not finished what we began.
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent.
Put your trust in these promises:
God will never leave you or forsake you.
You who were lost have been found.
For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice with the angels at this good news.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn
ELW 798

Will You Come and Follow Me

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your
mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
Children’s Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

First Reading

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or
choose death by following other gods.

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey
the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving
the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless
you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I
15

2

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him;
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the
LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
1

Second Reading

Philemon 1-21

While Paul was in prison, he was aided by a runaway slave named Onesimus. The slave’s master, Philemon, was a
Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to his master and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus
back as a Christian brother.

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for
Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
1

3

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet
I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and
now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you,
but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in
your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without
your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced.
15
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have
him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he
has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul,
am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me
even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh
my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation

4

Gospel

Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset
that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them,
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a
tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
25
26

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

.

5

The assembly stands

Hymn of the Day

God’s Work our Hands, text by Wayne L. Wold

6

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the
world, and all of God’s creation.
Each petition concludes:

… Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words. After the Peace, the assembly is seated.
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Meal
Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
At this time, please fill out the Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you if you have not
already done so. When all have signed the Register, please return it to the center aisle for later collection.

Offertory

Lead Me, Lord
Soloist: Lydia Walsh-Rock

S.S. Wesley

Text: Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness,
make thy way plain before my face.
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only,
that makest me dwell in safety.

The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God our provider,
we bring nothing into this world
and we can take nothing out of it.
Accept the gifts you have first given us,
which we bring to your table,
and with them the offering of our lives.
Nourish us now with the life that really is life,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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☩

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly is seated.

Communion
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming us into his body for the
sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. Those who are not baptized we invite to
explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to
receive a blessing. Please hold this bulletin in your hands as a sign to the pastor that you would like a blessing.
To receive communion, please join the line on your side of the aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: gluten-free, dairyfree, wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) To receive wine, take an empty glass from the acolyte and
proceed to a deacon with a pouring chalice. (Pre-poured glasses of grape juice are also available from the acolytes). Place
your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. Please notify an usher if you need to have
communion brought to you in your seat.
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Lamb of God

Communion Hymns
ELW 801
ELW 803

Change My Heart, O God
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer After Communion
Let us pray.
God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s
body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Sending
(Sending of Communion)
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
ELW 723

Canticle of the Turning

Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
Reader:
Deacons:

Pastor Chris Repp
Claire Vail
Eileen Herrstrom
Susan Monte
Meg Loven
Acolytes:
Ivanna Vipinraj
Ruben Vipinraj
Director of Youth and Congregational Life:
Caitlyn Reinders

Director of Music:
Guitars:
Bass Guitar:
Vocals:
Sound Technician:
Ushers:
Greeters:
Counters:
Communion Bread:
Lykins
Nursery Coordinator:
Nursery Assistants:

Jon Arnold
Dave Brown
Jack Wilkie
Michael Miller
Claire Vail
Kevin Vail
Bagger Family
Tim & Ann Marty
Paula Miller
Carol Larson
Gina & Taylor
Paula Miller
Melissa Goldman
Jillian Devine

Coffee Hour:
 Chancel flowers are given by Rodney & Nancy Marshall 
in memory of our parents, Keith and Mary Marshall,
and Raymond, Jeanne, and Marie Nicholson.

Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006,
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS026105, and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.

