
 

 
 

Twenty Third Sunday After Pentecost 
November 17, 2019 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
313 S. Prospect Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820 

(217) 356-6232 ● office@glccu.org 
www.glccu.org 

Pastor: Chris Repp 
 

  



Note: This bulletin is available electronically on the worship menu of the Grace web site. 
Large-print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 

Welcome to Grace! 
We're glad you've joined us as we gather to be encountered by God in Word and Sacrament. We 

believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of love and 

forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates back to 

the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but we’re 

convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. 

We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it. 

   

Helpful information for first-time visitors: 

 Restrooms are in the hall to the left of the entrance, on the right opposite the elevator. 

 Our staffed nursery for children 4 and younger is on the right past the restrooms. 

 Worship bags, which include children’s bulletins, are on a table in the Narthex 

(Lobby).  Story Bibles and other books are also available to read during worship. 

 Our pastor enjoys meeting visitors. Please introduce yourself. 

   

Please sign the Friendship Register located on the pew, next to the center aisle, and pass it to 

the person next to you during the Offering portion of the service. 

 

Key to the order of service: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people 

Small Italics: liturgical directions or information 

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

 “Favorite Hymn” request 
    

 

As We Gather:  The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The 

tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the “meantimes.” 

The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The 

baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Brothers and sisters, do not be weary 

in doing what is right.” 

 

 



 

Gathering 
 

Prelude Handbell Choir 
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word arr. by Sandra Eithun  
Taste and See arr. Michael 
Helman  
        

The assembly stands. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn 
  We Praise You, O God  ELW 870 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is 

holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 

through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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Word 
 

Children’s Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 

First Reading Malachi 4:1-2a 
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the Lord is coming. On that day, 
the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who 
fear God. 
 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 

be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 

leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of 

righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalmody Psalm 98 
 
 Refrain(R):  
 
 

 
 Tone:  
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 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O Lord, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 
 5Sing to the Lord| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the Lord. 
 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to | judge the earth. 

9The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity. R 

 

Second Reading  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s 
return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. Paul warns 
them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work. 
 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 

from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they 

received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 

idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; 

but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 
9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to 

imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone 

unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, 

mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in 

the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and 

sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel Luke 21:5-19 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, 
believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and shall be given the words they need to 
testify and to endure without fear. 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 21st chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 

about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will 

come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation 

will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, 

and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great 

signs from heaven. 

  12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 

you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your 

minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom 

that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be 

betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of 

you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your 

head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 O God of Love, O King of Peace  ELW 749 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we 

offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

The assembly kneels or is seated.  Each petition concludes: 
… Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting that you have 

received them in your care. 

Amen. 
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The assembly stands. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.  After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 

 

 
 
 
 

Meal 
 

Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 
At this time, please fill out the Friendship Register and pass it to the person next to you if you 
have not already done so. When all have signed the Register, please return it to the center aisle 
for later collection. 
 
Choir Anthem Verleih uns Frieden Felix Mendelssohn 
Text:  
Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten. 
Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht, 
der für uns könnte streiten, 
denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 

Translation: 
Graciously grant us peace, 
Lord God, in our time; 
there is indeed no one else 
who could fight for us 
except you, our God, alone. 
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The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Offering Verse ELW 181 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 

may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 

☩ 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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Communion 
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming us 
into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. Those 
who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. Those who 
do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this bulletin in your 
hands as a sign to the pastor that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line on your side of the aisle. Take a glass from the tray in the 
center aisle and proceed to the next available spot at the altar rail on your side. (Pre-poured glasses 
of grape juice also are available from the acolytes at the altar rail.) After receiving the bread, the wine 
is received in your glass from a pouring chalice. Place your used glass in the basket near the stairs on 
the side you leave. Note: gluten-free, dairy-free, wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor. 
Please notify an usher if you need to have communion brought to you. 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Hymns 
 My Lord, What a Morning  ELW 438 

 The Peace of the Lord  ELW 646 
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The assembly stands. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray.  

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 

in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 
Sending 

 
(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn 
 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death  ELW 452 
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Announcements  
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude    
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Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Cindy Grigorescu 

Reader:  Steve Blanke 

Deacon: Chet Alwes 

Acolyte:  ConorPeyton 

Director of Youth and Congregational Life: 

 Caitlyn Reinders 

Director of Music: Jon Arnold 

Organist:   Dana Robinson 
 

  Sound Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Ushers:  Dena and Dave Bagger 

Greeters:  Sally and Wally Duchow 

Counters:   Dennis Archer 

  Steve Bremseth 

Communion Bread:  Bagger Family 

Nursery Coordinator:   Paula Miller 

Nursery Assistants:  Melissa Goldman 

Coffee Hour:    

 Chancel flowers are given by Joanne White  

In honor of John and Helen Neupauer 
 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, and 
from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 


