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Welcome to Grace
We’re glad you’ve joined us for Lenten Evening Prayer at Grace Lutheran Church. Our
theme this year is God’s love for us and the love of Christ we share. May God bless our
worship, our reflection, and our ongoing discipline of Lent: self-examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the
gifts of word and sacrament.
We invite you to join us also on Sunday mornings for a live-stream of our worship
service at 9:30. See the Grace Facebook page for the feed. Note: You do not need to have
a Facebook account to watch the live-stream. Just click through those windows that ask
for your account information.
Worshiping remotely via. live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping
in person. But there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First,
before the service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable
space. Turn off the television, radio, and stereo. Dim the lights, perhaps, and consider
lighting a candle. Tune in ahead of time so that you are settled by the time the service
begins. We will have try to have the live-stream up and working by 6:50 p.m.
Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if
our gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when
we gather in Christ’s name.
Behold Our Light
This is a new-to-us setting for evening worship by Aaron David Miller, published in 2013
by Augsburg Fortress. We are using the options appropriate for Evening Prayer, but there
are also options available for an evening service of Holy Communion. Augsburg Fortress
has graciously granted streaming rights for this music during the coronavirus pandemic.

Music and text from Behold Our Light by Aaron David Miller, © 2013 Augsburg Fortress
is reprinted and streamed by permission for local use.
Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105.

Large-print bulletins are available in the narthex.

As the leader enters, the assembly stands and faces the candle.

Opening Dialog

Hymn of Light

Stanza 1: Cantor, Stanze 2-3: All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being,
and you set light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night you led your people into freedom.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ: may your Word be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son Jesus Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated for the Evening Psalm.
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Assembly

3

Silence for reflection is kept.

Psalm Prayer
Almighty God, creator of the universe, we are filled with wonder at all your works and
overwhelmed by your infinite wisdom. We praise you for your majesty; yet even more
we rejoice that you do not forget us, and desire to know and care for us;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly stands.
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Hymn The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended
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The assembly is seated.

First Reading

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I have faith but do not have love, I am nothing

A reading from 1 Corinthians
1

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal.
2
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
3
If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do
not have love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
6
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
7
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.
9
For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes,
the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in
part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
Silence for reflection is kept.

Second Reading

John 14:15-31
If you love me you will keep my commandments

A reading from the Gospel according to John.
15

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
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18

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 22Judas (not
Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the
world?’ 23Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does
not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from
the Father who sent me.
25
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you
of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid. 28You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater
than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you
may believe. 30I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming.
He has no power over me; 31but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world
may know that I love the Father.
Silence for reflection is kept.

Meditation

Pastor Chris Repp

Silence for reflection is kept.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.”
The assembly stands for the Gospel Canticle:
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Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us. Amen.

Sending Song
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