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Alleluia, Christ is risen! (Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!) 
Grace to you and peace from God our creator, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
If last night was the time for sitting with the terrible reality of our sinfulness, and our complicity 
in Jesus' crucifixion, today has been the day for sitting with the terrible reality of death. It's not 
something we like to do in this culture. We prefer to pretend that we are immortal. Of course we 
would never actually say that. We know intellectually that everyone dies. We don’t deny that. 
But our actions often betray another belief – another hope, that we can behave our way out of 
death. In the past six months I have discovered green smoothies, and I am consuming more 
vegetables these days than I have for most of my adult life. And I’m not eating meat for the most 
part, though I’m still eating fish. I think this is all making a difference in how I feel. And I’m 
convinced that this change in diet is going to give me not just a better life, but a longer life as 
well. See? I can push back against death! Now if can only do as well with regular exercise I 
could push back a little harder. But sooner or later, in spite of all our efforts to ignore it or fight it, 
there comes a time when death catches up with us, and we can’t ignore it any longer. I think this 
global pandemic is one of those times for many of us. Yesterday the daily death rate in the 
United States rose past the 2,000 mark. Today we became the country with the most deaths from 
Covid-19, and our lead promises to grow. And these are more than just numbers. I know people 
now who have died from this pandemic. And I know some of you do too. Some of them have 
been younger and healthier than me. And that means, if I catch this thing, I could die from it. 
And so could you. And people continue to die from other causes. One of you has a family 
member in your home who has been dying this week. I don’t know if she’s still with us, but if so 
it will not be for long. 
 
So today we sit with death: Jesus’ death, the death of loved ones, friends, and acquaintances, 
spouses, parents, and even children. Some of these deaths are recent and some we are still 
mourning after many years. And we sit also with the inescapable reality our own death that is 
coming sooner or later, and maybe sooner than we anticipated. We sit with death and we are 
grieved and we are frightened. 
 
Tonight, though, we have sat together – as together as we can be under the circumstances – and 
in the light of the new fire we have told the stories of our faith to each other, the stories of how 
God repeatedly snatches life from the jaws of death, beginning with the creation of the world 
right up to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
 
There are three things I want you to hear from this collection of stories. The first is that we are 
not alone in sitting with and facing death. We are not alone because of course all of us 
experience this in one way or another. But much more importantly, we are not alone because 
God in Jesus Christ has joined us in death. You’ve heard a lot of people say in recent days about 
the coronavirus pandemic that we are all in this together. And that is true is a limited sort of way. 
All of us are vulnerable, though not all of us will die. But in Jesus, God is fully with us in death. 
God suffers what we all suffer. 
 



The second thing I want you to hear is that by going through death with us God defeats the 
power of death, together with its allies, sin and evil. Tonight for us is Passover 2.0, in which 
Jesus passes over from death to life. This is a victory feast because in Jesus Christ life wins. 
Death does not go away. We still face it. But now we face it knowing that it is not the last word 
on our lives. Christ has passed over from death to life and in Holy Baptism he takes us along for 
the ride. Joined to him in death, we are joined to him in resurrection as well. That is the good 
news of this night. 
 
Third, this victory is not like other victories. That might not sound as good to you. In normal 
victories, someone wins and someone looses. In battles, some live and some die, and when we 
fight we want our enemies to suffer. The story of the rescue of the Israelites from Egypt was a 
victory with a lot of collateral damage – the death of the firstborn sons of Egypt, Pharaoh’s army, 
and all those horses. The flood that rescued Noah and his family destroyed the rest of life on the 
face of the earth. Even God’s rescue of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego involved the death of 
those who threw them into the furnace, and came with the threat at the end of the story of graphic 
violence for anyone who spoke against their God. But Jesus’ victory over death is not like those 
other victories. It does not require the death of the enemy. Not very satisfying, maybe. Until you 
remember who the enemy is. And then it turns out to be really good news, because as I reminded 
us last night, quoting Paul from Romans 5, Christ dies so that his enemies might live. And his 
enemies, well that’s been us, hasn’t it? 
 
But that too is not the end of the story, because Jesus death and resurrection not only forgive our 
sin and save us from death, they also turn us from God’s enemies into God’s friends, and even 
family. More about that tomorrow. For now, having sat with death, we now get to sit with life 
because of the great good news that Christ is risen, Alleluia! (Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!) 


