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Alleluia, Christ is risen! (Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!) 
Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There’s been a shift in focus in the last couple weeks of this pandemic saga we’re living through 
– a shift from controlling the spread of the novel coronavirus and flattening the curve of the 
infection rate, to figuring out how we can start opening things up again. It may be premature. 
Some have compare this to jumping out of an airplane with a parachute. If you don’t open your 
parachute, you’ll eventually hit the ground at about 150 mile/hour. If you do open your parachute, 
it will slow your rate of descent to about 12 miles per hour for recreational parachutes, and 15-16 
mile per hour for military parachutes. But those guys are trained to deal with that faster rate. My 
nephew was a paratrooper, and learned to do that safely. But even with all his training, his knees 
took a beating during his time in the service. What you don’t do when a parachute has slowed 
your rate of descent is take it off before you’ve reached the ground. And what we shouldn’t do in 
this pandemic, according to the experts, is try to get back to normal before we have the testing 
and equipment necessary to do so safely. Otherwise we’ll be taking off our parachute mid-fall. 
 Unfortunately, there has been a persistent effort to undermine expertise, education, and 
the scientific method for a long time on the fringes of our society, which in recent years has been 
mainstreamed for short-term political advantage. It’s not that experts always get it right. They 
don’t. But the disciplines in which they operate have ways of dealing with that, which end up 
advancing our understanding in spite of their mistakes – and sometimes because of their mistakes. 
 We’re in the fifth Sunday of Easter now, and there has been a shift in focus in our 
readings too, away from the disciples adjusting to the new reality of Jesus' resurrection to now 
anticipating his departure. It’s as if they’ve just gotten used to him being alive again, and now 
they have to face the prospect of him leaving them again. And their hearts are troubled. They 
don’t trust that Jesus knows what he’s doing. Actually, our Gospel reading today, together with 
the ones for the next two weeks, all take place before Jesus’ death and resurrection in John’s 
Gospel. So the disciples can be excused their troubled and doubting hearts here. But these 
chapters function as Jesus’ farewell to the disciples, and in the Thomas story that we had three 
weeks ago, we saw that their troubled and doubting hearts persisted even after Jesus’ resurrection 
– all of them, not just Thomas. And the disciples had a lot to be troubled about. Their way 
forward was not going to be a walk in the park, even with Jesus’ continual presence through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The story of Stephen in our first reading is just one case in point. The 
early followers of Jesus lived through great difficulties, including persecution from without, 
infighting within, and all of the other realities of the ancient world that made life nasty, brutish, 
and short for so many, to coin a phrase. 
 If we don’t perhaps face the same degree of difficulty faced by the earliest Christians, 
still we have plenty to trouble our hearts these days: not only the global pandemic and our 
ongoing mishandling of it, not only the politicization of knowledge and expertise, not only the 
massive job losses that have already happened and threaten to continue. We still have all the 
troubling things from before the pandemic: rising inequality, political polarization, and persistent 
racism, which reared its ugly head again recently when a young man was gunned down in cold 
blood by two white men for the crime of "exercising while black." And global warming hasn't 
gone away just because we're facing another crisis.  



 To all his disciples, past, present, and future, Jesus says, “do not let your hearts be 
troubled.” “You trust in God, trust also in me.” That’s the sense of “believe” in our translation. 
“Trust me,” says Jesus, “trust me that God is at work in me, that I and God are one and the same, 
united in our mission to save the world from itself.” 
 A quick aside about Jesus’ comments about preparing a place for the disciples. This is a 
comforting image that is probably the main reason why this passage is so popular as a funeral 
text. I haven’t gone back to look, but my hunch is that this has been the Gospel text for most of 
the funerals I’ve presided at. But already in the early church, St. Augustine of Hippo commented 
that we should not really think of this as Jesus going up to do maid service on our heavenly hotel 
suites in preparation for our arrival. Augustine said rather that Jesus prepares a place for us by 
preparing us for the place. As we will see in coming texts from this part of John’s Gospel, Jesus 
goes so that the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, may come and equip us for the Kingdom of God that 
is breaking out all around us because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. And let’s remember that 
John’s vision of heaven is that final image in the Bible of the heavenly Jerusalem descending to 
earth where God the lamb-who-was-slain will live with us forever. 
 How does Jesus prepare us for this? Is it by “taking us to himself,” as he says in today’s 
text? Is it not by making us into his body here on earth, making us one with him and one another 
as he is one with God the Father? I think that’s the sense of what’s going on here. And that leads 
to what comes next… 
 “The one who trusts me,” says Jesus, “will do the works that I do, and in fact will do 
greater works than these…” Did you catch that? Our task as followers of Jesus is to do greater 
works than his. It’s an astonishing claim. It’s a claim that Jesus’s work did not end with his death 
and resurrection, but continues in and through each one of us who trust and follow him. That 
means, I think, that the problems I identified earlier, those things that trouble our hearts, are ours 
to address, with God’s help – starting with this pandemic and its collateral damage, but also the 
problems of political polarization, racism, sexism, xenophobia, hatred, distrust, and even climate 
change are all problems that God calls us to help address and remedy. That means that when 
people see us engaged in those tasks, they see God at work in the world. “Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father,” said Jesus. When we are about God’s business in the world there is a sense 
in which we can say, by the grace of God, “whoever has seen us has seen Jesus.” 
 So let us be about those tasks, sisters and brothers in Christ. And as we set ourselves to 
continue that work of God in us, let me leave you with this image. I have never been skydiving, 
but my two children who are with me this morning have both been, both in Africa. And when 
you go skydiving for the first time you don’t do it alone. At least they didn’t. You are hooked up 
to an instructor, who is with you for the duration. They are in control of getting you out of the 
plane, opening the chute when the time comes, and helping you land properly. Let me suggest 
that in our task of being Jesus’ partners in doing the work of God, Jesus is with us in a similar 
way, all the way down – in life, in death, and into life beyond death. That’s Jesus’ promise. 
That’s Jesus’ promise. “With us always, to the end of the age,” to borrow from the Gospel 
according to Matthew. May God grant us the faith to trust that promise, and the peace which 
passes all understanding, which will keep our hearts and minds in Chris Jesus. Amen. 
 


