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Welcome to Grace!
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in
this service of Morning Prayer. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in
God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of
worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a
learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get
everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in
person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the
service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the
television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps. And tune in ahead of time so that you are
settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before
the start of the service.
Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our
gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather
in Christ’s name.
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

As We Gather: The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift
sets us free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the
disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From
worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to
be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

Dialogue and Doxology

Psalmody

Gathering Hymn
Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak

ELW 676

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
Children’s Sermon

Caitlyn Reinders

First Reading

Jeremiah 28:5-9

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should
submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply
insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the
word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).
5

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah
said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of
the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Second Psalm

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18

1

Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
2
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
4
‘I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”
15
Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence.
16
They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
17
For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
18
Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

Second Reading

Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is
death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace,
whose end is the free gift of eternal life.
12

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present
your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
15
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

20

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading

ELW 516

Matthew 10:40-42

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they
will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon
The assembly stands.

Pastor Chris Repp

Hymn of the Day
The Church of Christ, in Every Age

ELW 729

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer
Prayers of Intercession
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation,
let us pray for our shared world.
Each petition concludes:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen,
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.
After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks in to the church.

Offertory
Ein Feste Burg
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen

arr. Anne Krentz Organ
Janet Lepp, piano

Luther’s Morning Prayer
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son,
that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger.
We ask that you would also protect us today from sin and all evil,
so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us

Sending
Blessing

Almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
To Be Your Presence

ELW 546

Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
First reading:
Second Reading:
Psalm:

Pastor Chris Repp
Helen Repp
Deborah Leckband
Dena Bagger
The Kasten family

Director of Music:
Jon Arnold
Organist:
Kevin Kato
Sound Technician:
Kevin Vail
Director of Youth &
Congregational Life: Caitlyn Reinders
Office Assistant:
Lyla Vipinraj
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