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Welcome to Grace!
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in
this service of Morning Prayer. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in
God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of
worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a
learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get
everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in
person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the
service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the
television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps, and tune in ahead of time so that you are
settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before
the start of the service.
Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our
gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather
in Christ’s name.
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
“Favorite Hymn” request

As We Gather: In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another,
since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and
Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we
are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
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Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison,
Christe eleison, Christe eleison, Christe eleison,
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison.
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn
ELW 834

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
Children’s Sermon

Caitlyn Reinders
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First Reading

Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do
good and save many lives.
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say
to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in
harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 103:1-13

1

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits
3
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
4
who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6
O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
7
You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
8
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
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9

you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10
You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12
As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13
As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

Second Reading

Romans 14:1-12

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that
despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
1

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment
on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike.
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in
honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is
written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation

ELW 605

Gospel Reading

Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.
21

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your
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fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

ELW 774
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Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer
Prayers of Intercession
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
Each petition concludes:
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen,
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.
After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks in to the church.

Offertory
I’ll fly away
The assembly stands.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,
nourish us with this rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Luther’s Morning Prayer
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son,
that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger.
We ask that you would also protect us today from sin and all evil,
so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves:
our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever,
and ever. Amen.

Blessing of the School Kits
Gracious God,
At the beginning of another year in school,
we ask your blessing on these school kits,
and especially on the children who will use them.
As they do the very important work of being students,
bless them with eagerness to learn,
happiness when learning is easy
and perseverance when it is hard;
As they learn, help them also to discover
the different gifts that you have given each one of them
to be used in your work in the world.
As they hear the many voices that will fill their days,
help them to listen most carefully for your voice,
the one that tells them you are with them always.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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Sending
Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father,
the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
ELW 723

Canticle of the Turning
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Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
First reading:
Second Reading:
Psalm:
Musicians:

Pastor Chris Repp
Helen Repp
Kathy Eckstein
Claire Vail
Becky Kasten &
Tom Burton
Dave Brown, Mike Miller
Claire Vail, Jack Wilke

Director of Music:
Andy Bruhn
Sound Technician:
Kevin Vail
Video Technician:
Ruben Vipinraj
Director of Youth &
Congregational Life: Caitlyn Reinders
Office Assistant:
Lyla Vipinraj

 Chancel flowers are given by Ja'Net and Steven Miller 
In memory of Margeret Gerard
Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.
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