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Welcome to Grace!
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in
this service of Morning Prayer. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in
God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of
worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a
learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get
everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in
person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the
service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the
television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps, and tune in ahead of time so that you are
settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before
the start of the service.
Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our
gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather
in Christ’s name.
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
“Favorite Hymn” request

As We Gather: Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always
be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We
celebrate the good news of God’s grace that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this
life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.
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Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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Dialogue and Doxology
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Psalmody
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn
ELW 503

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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The assembly is seated.

Word
Children’s Sermon
First Reading

Caitlyn Reinders
Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody

Psalm 46

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present| help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
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Second Reading

Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law,
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that
he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation

ELW 517
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Gospel Reading

John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth
that sets people free from sin.

A reading from the Gospel according to John.
31

Jesus said to the Judeans who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
35
sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon

Pastor Janet Lepp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day
The Church of Christ, in Every Age

ELW 729
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Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer
Prayers of Intercession
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
Each petition concludes:
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen,
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.
After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks in to the church.

Offertory
Luther’s Morning Prayer

Carl Schalk

Virtual Choir
I thank you, heavenly Father,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
You kept me safely through the night,
and brought me to the morning light.
Be with me through this day, I pray,
and keep me safe from Satan's sway
that all I think or do or say
please only you, my Strength and Stay.
Into your hands I now commend
my body and soul until life's end.
Your angel keep me safe from harm
until I rest in Jesus' arm. Amen.
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us the gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,
nourish us with rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us
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Sending
Blessing

Almighty God, the Father,
the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
ELW 665

Rise, Shine, You People!
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Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Pastor Janet Lepp
Assisting Minister:
Dan Lepp
First reading:
Eileen Herrstrom
Second Reading:
Chet Alwes
Psalm:
Becky Kasten and Tom Burton

Director of Music:
Andy Bruhn
Organist:
Dana Robinson
Sound Technician:
Kevin Vail
Video Technician:
Ruben Vipinraj
Director of Youth &
Congregational Life: Caitlyn Reinders
Office Assistant:
Lyla Vipinraj

 Chancel flowers are given by Jo and Jim Fleming 
In celebration of Jo's birthday
Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.
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