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Welcome to Grace!
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in
this service of Morning Prayer. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in
God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of
worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a
learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get
everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in
person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the
service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the
television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps, and tune in ahead of time so that you are
settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before
the start of the service.
Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our
gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather
in Christ’s name.
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
“Favorite Hymn” request

As We Gather: On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story
of judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd
who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to
celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation
of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his
reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.
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Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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Dialogue and Doxology
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Psalmody
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit
the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn
ELW 662

Christ Is the King!

The assembly is seated.
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Word
Temple Talk

Debrorah Leckband

Children’s Sermon

Caitlyn Reinders

First Reading

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role
of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who
will feed and care for the people.
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Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts
of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody

Psalm 95:1-7a

We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. (Ps. 95:7)
1

Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7a
For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. (Ps. 95:7)

Second Reading

Ephesians 1:15-23

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The
resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to
come.
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I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
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the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation

ELW 434

Gospel Reading

Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is
done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
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world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.
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Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day
O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

ELW 431
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Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayer
Prayers of Intercession
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power
on the church, the world, and all in need.
Each petition concludes:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen,
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.
After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks to the church.
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Offertory
Prayer of St. Patrick

Andrew Bruhn
Virtual Choir

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them
that, as we gather gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,
we may abide in your presence
and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen

Luther’s Morning Prayer
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son,
that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger.
We ask that you would also protect us today from sin and all evil,
so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves:
our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us
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Sending
Blessing

Almighty God, the Father,
the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn
ELW 826

Thine the Amen
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Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Pastor Chris Repp
Assisting Minister:
Helen Repp
First reading:
David Brown
Second Reading:
Paul Tessene
Psalm:
Neil Thackeray family

Director of Music:
Andy Bruhn
Organist:
Dana Robinson
Sound Technician:
Kevin Vail
Video Technician:
Ruben Vipinraj
Director of Youth &
Congregational Life: Caitlyn Reinders
Office Assistant:
Lyla Vipinraj

 Chancel flowers are given by Ruth and Jim Anderson 
In memory of Loved Ones
Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.
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