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Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The book of Revelation is a strange book. It’s hard to read and understand. It’s full of strange 
creatures, obscure imagery, and graphic violence. For these reasons, it’s not my first choice to dip 
into when I pick up my Bible. And it turns out I’m in good company on this. Martin Luther had his 
own struggles with this book. After translating the New Testament in 1522, Luther wrote 
introductions to each book, and in the introduction to Revelation he wrote that he did not find that it 
did what a book of an apostle should do, namely give him Christ. He acknowledged that that was 
his personal opinion, though, and that he did not intend to impose his judgement on anyone else, but 
he wrote, “My spirit cannot fit itself into this book,” and said he would stick to reading the books of 
the Bible that more clearly “gave him Christ.”1 Luther later had second thoughts about this, and 
eight years later he rewrote that introduction. Now he did find that it gave him Christ, that it was a 
book of comfort and encouragement that the true church would survive all force and lies, tribulation 
and suffering, and that “Christ is with His saints, and wins the victory at last.”2 For my part, I will 
say that even though I continue to find it to be a strange book that is hard to understand in many 
places, there are parts of it I would not want to do without, especially the final two chapters that 
give us the image of the heavenly Jerusalem descending from heaven and God making God’s final 
home here with us. Today’s first reading from Revelation chapter seven is another portion of this 
book that I wouldn’t want to do without, especially here for its image of the uncountable multitude 
from every nation on earth gathered around the throne of the Lamb of God. 
 I want to dig into this text for us this morning on All Saints Day when we remember not 
only all beloved saints of God of every time and place, but also the particular departed saints who 
have personally touch our own lives, as well as the living saints who continue to accompany us in 
our life of faith. But I also want to look at this text with the coming week in mind, when, in the 
midst of a surging pandemic, voting in this contentious presidential election finally comes to an end 
and we find out the results – we hope. What could this strange text from Revelation have to say to 
us at this strange time? Let’s have a look. 
 First, one little aside. Because Revelation is difficult to understand, it has a long history of 
being misunderstood and misused. Again and again people try to match specific elements of its 
imagery with their current circumstances and assume it’s predicting the end of the world in their 
own time. So far, they’ve been wrong every time. The purpose of Revelation is not to predict the 
future in granular detail. No one gets to know those details, Jesus tells us, not even him! The 
purpose of Revelation is to give comfort and encouragement to those living in difficult times, 
particularly those suffering because of their faith. It is intended to convey the promise that “Christ is 
with His saints, and wins the victory at last.” 
 There are three things I want us to notice in this text this morning. The first is that the Lamb 
is running the show. To fully appreciate the image in our reading this morning you have to back up 
a couple of chapters to where the Lamb is first introduced. John writes that the Lamb was “standing 
as if it had been slaughtered.” The Lamb, of course, is Jesus. The Gospel according to John 
connects Jesus to the Passover Lamb that saved the Israelite during the final plague in Egypt. In that 
same Gospel, John the Baptist calls him the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” 
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words we sing at every communion service. Here’s what I want us to appreciate: in spite of all of 
the violence and retribution spread out over the book of Revelation, this central image of a slain 
Lamb ruling from a throne is an indication that God’s rule is different from human rule. God reigns 
not by inflicting threats and violence on others, but by taking the violence and threats of the world 
upon himself and transforming the world as it is into something better. 
 Second, the uncountable multitude gathered around the throne here is cared for by the Lamb 
– sheltered and fed by him. I think it’s no accident that the compilers of our lectionary chose to pair 
this text with the Beatitudes from Matthew’s Gospel, where Jesus has been caring for the multitudes 
of afflicted people that have been brought to him. It’s those multitudes that he is talking about in the 
Beatitudes, whom he repeatedly calls blessed. 
 Finally, and somewhat paradoxically, the Lamb becomes the shepherd of the multitude. 
Because Helen grew up in the north of England, we tend to watch a disproportionate number of 
television shows from that part of the world. One of the things we’ve watched recently are sheepdog 
trials. It’s where shepherds compete to herd a group of sheep through a prescribed course using a 
single sheepdog. They’re what the movie Babe was playfully based on. Anyway, sheepdogs herd 
sheep essentially by threatening them, outmaneuvering them, and occasionally nipping them. Now, 
contrast that image of traditional shepherding with a lamb functioning as a shepherd. A lamb is not 
going to do any of those things. A lamb is neither fast nor threatening. And yet somehow this Lamb 
who was slain becomes the shepherd of God’s people. 
 There are several takeaways here for us. First, as we remember today the departed saints 
who are near and dear to us, together with all the saints, known and unknown, we are given a vision 
in this text of God’s eternal care for them, hope for their future and ours as well. Not even death can 
separate them or us from God’s love. Treasure that image and the promise it holds! Second, as we 
continue to live in difficult times, with temptations all around us to care for ourselves at the expense 
of others, we are given a vision of God as a Lamb who was slain who leads us not into war, 
violence, revenge, and destruction, but rather to springs of the water of life as one who cares not for 
himself, but for us at his own expense. 
 The election this week is being cast as a winner-take-all kind of contest. We are in a struggle 
for the soul of this country, we are told, from both sides of the political divide. And when the stakes 
are high, there is a temptation for the ends to justify the means. Anything goes as long as your side, 
the supposed “good guys,” wins. We’ve seen that principle in action over the past few months, and 
there will be more to come. Today’s text from Revelation reminds us that none of us are “good 
guys.” The multitude of saints that appear before the throne are there not because of what they have 
done for the Lamb, but because of what the Lamb has done for them. They have been washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. It is his love and his sacrifice that have opened a way through hopelessness and 
death to abundant life for them. If you are looking for a way to live faithfully in the troubled times 
ahead of us – and they will be troubled times whichever way the election goes – you can do worse 
than to look this text for inspiration. God is with us, brothers and sisters in Christ, and promises to 
be with us always, inviting us into the self-giving life of the Lamb who was slain, feeding us with 
his body and blood in Holy Communion that we celebrate today, so that we may become what we 
receive: “Christ’s own body, blessed and broken… Given as a living token of the world redeemed 
[and] restored.” (ELW 469)   
 May that promise inspire us with trust and confidence in all the difficult days to come and 
keep us faithful to the way of the Lamb. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will 
keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 


