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Welcome to Grace! 
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in 

this service of Morning Prayer. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in 

God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of 

worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a 

learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get 

everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it. 

 

Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in 

person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the 

service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the 

television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps, and tune in ahead of time so that you are 

settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before 

the start of the service.  

 

Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our 

gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather 

in Christ’s name. 

 
Key to the order of service: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people 

Small Italics: liturgical directions 
☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

“Favorite Hymn” request 
 

 

As We Gather: John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder 

their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah 

gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to 

repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us 

all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is 

coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world 

in need of justice and peace. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 
   
 

Welcome    
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins. 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God,  

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   

Amen. 
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Dialogue and Doxology 
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Psalmody 
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7 

 

 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray.   

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   
 Comfort, Comfort Now My People!            ELW 256 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

Word 
Children’s Sermon Caitlyn Reinders 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Adele and Deborah Miller 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

You call all nations to walk in your light 

and to seek your ways of justice and peace, 

for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. 

Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 

Rouse us from sleep, 

that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 

and welcome him into our hearts and homes, 

for he is our light and our salvation. 

Blessed be God forever.  

Amen. 
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Advent Lighting Hymn 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (v.2) ELW 240 

 

 

 

 
 
First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is 
over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be 
trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
 

1
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

  that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

  that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

  and all people shall see it together, 

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6
A voice says, “Cry out!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7
The grass withers, the flower fades, 

  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

  surely the people are grass. 
8
The grass withers, the flower fades; 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 
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9
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

  lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

  lift it up, do not fear; 

  say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 

  his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

 and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody         Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

 

Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13) 
 

1
You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; 

  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
2
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 

  and blotted out all their sins. 
8
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and  

   to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

 and our land will yield its increase. 
13

Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

 and shall prepare for God a pathway.  

 

Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13) 
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Second Reading                        2 Peter 3:8-15a 
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns 
that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the 
promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 
 
8
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 

and a thousand years are like one day. 
9
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 

think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance. 
10

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 

pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth 

and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

 

  
11

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you 

to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 
12

waiting for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 

elements will melt with fire? 
13

But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 

heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

 

  
14

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 

at peace, without spot or blemish; 
15a

and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly stands. 
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Gospel Acclamation                       ELW 254 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Gospel Reading                      Mark 1:1-8 
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark.   
 

1
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  

      who will prepare your way; 

 
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  

        make his paths straight,’ ” 
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 
5
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7
He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
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his sandals. 
8
I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
Hymn of the Day 
 On Jordan's Banks the Baptist's Cry ELW 249 
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Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. 

Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 

Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen, 
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you 
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.  
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 
 

 
Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 

During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at 
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks to the church. 
 

Offertory   

   Bereite dich Zion from Weihnachtsoratorium, BWV 248, Part 1, mvt. 4           J.S. Bach  

                              Lydia Walsh-Rock, soprano;  

         Kristen Sarvela, oboe;  

         Dana Robinson, organ 
 
Text: 

Bereite dich, Zion, 

 mit zärtlichen Trieben, 

Den Schönsten, den Liebsten  

bald bei dir zu sehn! 

Translation: 

Prepare thyself, Zion,  

with tender affection,  

the purest, the fairest,  

this day to receive.
 
 
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. 

Generous God, 

you have created all that is, 

and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 

In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 
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Luther’s Morning Prayer 
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son,  

that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger.  

We ask that you would also protect us today from sin and all evil,  

so that our life and actions may please you. Into your hands we commend ourselves:  

our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. 

Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us 

 



19 

 

 
 

 
 

Sending 
Blessing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God, the Father,  

the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

bless and preserve us. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn  
Prepare the Royal Highway       ELW 264 
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Announcements  
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
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Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp  

Assisting Minister: Helen Repp 

First reading:  Ivanna Vipinraj 

Second Reading:  Elizabeth Mazurak 

Psalm:  Pankau family 

  

 Director of Music: Andy Bruhn 

Organist:   Dana Robinson 

Sound Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Video Technician:  Andy Bruhn 

Director of Youth &  

  Congregational Life:  Caitlyn Reinders  

Office Assistant:   Lyla Vipinraj 

 

 Chancel flowers are given by Grace and Bill Schoedel  
to the glory of God 

 

 Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811. 

 

 
 


