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Welcome to Grace! 
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God 

in this service of Lessons and Carols. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain 

faith in God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional 

pattern of worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with 

a bit of a learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have 

to get everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it. 

 

Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in 

person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before 

the service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off 

the television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps, and tune in ahead of time so that you 

are settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes 

before the start of the service.  

 

Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our 

gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we 

gather in Christ’s name. 

 
Key to the order of service: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people 

Small Italics: liturgical directions 
☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 
  

 

As We Gather: In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. 

Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring 

endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ 

brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news 

for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we 

go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

  



  

 

 
 

 
Gathering 

 
Pre – Service 
En etsi valtaa, loistoa (I seek not power, glory) Jean Sibelius 

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying J. S. Bach 

Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella French Carol 
 

 Kristen Sarvela, Oboe 

Prelude  
 Pastorale J.S. Bach 
 

Welcome  



   

The assembly stands. 
 

Gathering Hymn 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283 v1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 



   

 

 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 
 



   

Hymn of Praise Association of Lutheran Church Musicians Virtual Choir 
 Angels We Have Heard On High (ELW 289)  
 

 
 



   

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the 

last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

  



   

Word 
 

Children’s Sermon Caitlyn Reinders 
 

Brass Instrumental 
Alleluia from the Christmas Oratorio       Camille Saint-Saens 

           Trumpet: Andy Bruhn, Tim Marty 

              Horn: Lydia Bruhn 

             Euphonium: Steven Miller 

 

Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 

First Reading Micah 5:2-5a 
 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



   

O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279 v1, 3) 

 

 
Second Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness   have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 

of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5For all the boots of the 

tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;  

and he is named  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 

David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 

do this. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

  



   

Of the Father's Love Begotten (ELW 295 v1, 3, 4)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



   

Third Reading Matthew 1:18-25 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph 

awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 

Jesus. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 



   

Joseph, Dearest Joseph Mine Erhard Bodenschatz 

 GraceVirtual Choir 
Joseph, Dearest Joseph mine, 

Help me cradle the Child divine. 

God reward both thee and thine, 

In paradise, so sings the mother Mary. 
 

Eia, Eia. 

Slumber lovely Child divine, 

Slumber lovely Child divine, 

slumber, slumber, lovely Child divine. 
 

Virgo Deum genuit,      

quod divina voluit clementia      

 

 

The Virgin brought forth God 

because divine mercy willed 

 

Fourth Reading Luke 2:1-7 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 



   

 

Away in a Manger (ELW 277)

 

 

 

 



   

Fifth Reading Luke 2:8-20 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying,  
    14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!”  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 



   

 



   

 
The assembly stands. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 
 
Each petition concludes: 
… Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 

prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279 v2, 4) 
 

 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 



   

 

The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen, 
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you 
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.  
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 
 

Offertory 
O Jesulein süß (BWV 493)  J.S. Bach 

 Grace Virtual Choir 
 

 

Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 
During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving 
online at http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks to the church. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.  

Eternal God, with Mary we treasure the gift of your Son, and in our hearts we 

ponder the mystery of his birth.  Receive our offerings, that our lives may declare 

the wonders of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Jesulein süß! O Jesulein mild!  

des Vaters Will’n hast du erfüllt;  

bist kommen aus dem Himmelreich,  

uns armen Menschen worden gleich,  

O Jesulein süß! O Jesulein mild!  

O little one sweet, O little one mild, 

With joy thou hast the whole world filled; 

Thou camest here from heav'n's domain, 

To bring us comfort in our pain, 

O little one sweet, O little one mild. 

O little one sweet, O little one mild, 

Thy Father’s purpose thou hast fulfilled; 

Thou cam'st from heav'n to mortal ken, 

Equal to be with us poor men, 

O little one sweet, O little one mild. 
 

 



   

 

The Candle Lighting  

Reading John 1:1-5, 10-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The church is darkened.  

Candlelight Hymn  Silent Night (ELW 281) 



   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



   

 

Sending 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn 
 Joy to the World (ELW 267 
 

) 
 



   

 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with us. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude  
 In dulci jubilo J.S. Bach 

  



   

 

 

Worship Support 
 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Helen Repp 

First Reading:  Tim Marty 

Second Reading:  Chet Alwes 

Third Reading:  Karen Krusa 

Fourth Reading :   Jo Fleming 

Fifth Reading:  Meg Loven 

Sixth Reading:  Steven Blanke 

Director of Music: Andy Bruhn 

Organist: Dana Robinson 

Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Video Technician:  David Brown 

Director of Youth &  

   Congregational Life: Caitlyn Reinders 

Office Assistant:   Lyla Vipinraj 

 

 

 
 Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 

2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2017, by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105, and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811. 

 
  



   

Christmas Chancel Plants 
 
In gratitude to the following people who made donations for the beautification of the 

sanctuary at Grace Lutheran for Christmas 2020 

 
Name  Dedication 

The Blanke Family    In Memory of Robert and Lois Blanke 

The Blanke Family     In Honor of Bev and George Keiffer 

Kathy and Van Bowersox    To the Glory of God 

Sally and Wally Duchow    Glory to the Christ Child 

Nancy Johnson and Ken Bengoechea   To the Glory of God 

Pam Karlstrom     In Memory of the Karlstroms: Doris, Paul,                        

      Ron and Kirk 

Bev and George Keiffer    To the Glory of God 

Juanita and Ken Loschen    In Memory of Our Parents 

Ann and Tim Marty    In Memory of Shirley and Mike Marty 

Susan Monte      To world Peace and Resilience 

Ann O’Klock     To the Glory of Gad and in memory of my  

      loving parents, Becky and Earl Swanson 

Gloria and Brian Rainer    In Memory of Korslund, Evans and   

      Mathison Family Members 

Cynthia Saylor and Family  To the Glory of God and  

  in Loving Memory of Paul Saylor 

Shirley and Art Traugott    To the Glory of God 


