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Welcome to Grace! 
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in 

this service of Morning Prayer. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in 

God’s promise of love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of 

worship that dates back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a 

learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get 

everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it. 

 

Worshiping remotely via live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in 

person, but there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the 

service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the 

television, radio, and stereo. Light a candle, perhaps, and tune in ahead of time so that you are 

settled by the time the service begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before 

the start of the service.  

 

Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our 

gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather 

in Christ’s name. 

 
Key to the order of service: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people 

Small Italics: liturgical directions 
☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

“Favorite Hymn” request 
 

 

As We Gather: The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with 

Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom 

God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share 

Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We 

receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive 

new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put 

on Christ.  
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Gathering 
Prelude 
   
 

Welcome    
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins. 
In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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Dialogue and Doxology 

 
 
Psalmody 
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Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray.   

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to 

be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly 

suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   
 The God of Abraham Praise                                  ELW 831(v. 1-4, 8)  
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8 The whole triumphant host 

 give thanks to God on high. 

 "Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" 

 they ever cry. 

 Hail, Abr'ham's God and mine! 

 I join the heav'nly lays: 

 to you be glory, might divine, 

 and endless praise! 

 
The assembly is seated. 

Word 
 

Children’s Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 

First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old 
couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will 
miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of 
God’s promise. 
 
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, 

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 
2
And I will make my covenant 

between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 
3
Then Abram fell on 

his face; and God said to him, 
4
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be 
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the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
5
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
6
I 

will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 

from you. 
7
I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 

your offspring after you.” 
15

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not 

call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
16

I will bless her, and moreover I will give 

you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 

come from her.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody                      Psalm 22:23-31 

 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27) 
 
23

You, who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 

 Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
24

For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;  

    neither is the LORD‘s face hidden from them; 

 but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
26

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

 Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

 all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28

For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

 who rules over the nations. 
29

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

 all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30

Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

 whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

 saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  

 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27) 
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Second Reading                        Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not 
through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing 
children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 
 
13

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14

If it is the adherents 

of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15

For the law 

brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  
16

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 

be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 

who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 
17

as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 

who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18

Hoping 

against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according 

to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 
19

He did not weaken in faith 

when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 

hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 
20

No distrust 

made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 

gave glory to God, 
21

being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 

promised. 
22

Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
23

Now the 

words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 
24

but for ours also. 

It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, 
25

who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
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Gospel Acclamation                ELW 322 (V1 & 2) 

 

 

 
 

 
Gospel Reading                   Mark 8:31-38 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what 
is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus 
will travel. 
 

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark 
 

31
[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 

rise again.
32

He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 
33

But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 

me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  
34

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
35

For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 

the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
36

For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? 
37

Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38

Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 

of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels.” 

 

”Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

Sermon Caitlyn Reinders 
 

The assembly stands. 

 
Hymn of the Day 
  All My Hope on God Is Founded ELW 757 
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Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,   

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

      he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

      he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,  

      the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,  

and all in need. 

 
Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen, 
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you 
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.  
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 

 
Offering 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 

During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at 
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks to the church. 
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Offertory   
Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy's Sake              Richard Farrant 

          Virtual Choir 

    

Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake,  

lay not our sins to our charge, 

but forgive that is past  

and give us grace to amend our sinful lives; 

to decline from sin and incline to virtue,  

that we may walk in a perfect heart  

before thee now and evermore. 

   
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward. 

 
Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. 

Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, 

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany on our Lenten journey, 

that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son,  

that you have protected us through the night from all harm and danger.  

We ask that you would also protect us today from sin and all evil,  

    so that our life and actions may please you.  

Into your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. 

Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us 
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Sending 
 
Blessing 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God, the Father,  

the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

bless and preserve us. 

Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn  
 If You But Trust in God to Guide You    ELW 769 
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Announcements  
  

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  

 
 
 
Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp  

Assisting Minister: Helen Repp 

Preacher:                           Caitlyn Reinders 

First reading:  David Brown 

Second Reading:  Elizabeth Mazurak 

Psalm:  Vipinraj Family 

  

 Director of Music: Andy Bruhn 

Organist:   Dana Robinson 

Sound Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Video Technician:  David Brown 

Director of Youth &  

  Congregational Life:  Caitlyn Reinders  

Office Assistant:   Lyla Vipinraj 
  

  
 

 Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811. 

  


