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Welcome to Evening Prayer at Grace Lutheran Church.  Because this is a contemplative 
service, there will be no announcements or verbal directions.  Each section of the liturgy will move 
directly into the next.  Silence will be observed as indicated.  Aside from the readings the entire 
service is chanted or sung. 

 
 Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 

and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2021, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811. 

 
 
 
As the leader enters, the assembly stands and faces the candle. 
   
SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

 
          Behold, now is the accept - a   -  ble   time.       Now is the day of sal  -             vation. 

 
          Turn us again, O God of     our   sal - vation,  that the light of your face may shine on us. 

 
          May your justice shine      like    the    sun;       and may the poor be lifted          up. 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you 

    
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

    
We give you thanks … now and forever. 

    
The assembly is seated. 

It   is  right  to give our thanks and praise. 



PSALMODY Psalm 141

 

 



 

 
 

Silence for reflection 
  
   PSALM PRAYER 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your 
lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing your 
praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may glorify 
you forever and ever. 
 

 
 

  



PSALM 77 
 The psalm is chanted responsively between leader and congregation using the following tone: 
 

 
 

1I will cry a- | loud to God; 
I will cry aloud, and | God will hear me. 
2In the day of my trouble I | sought the Lord; 
my hand was stretched out by night and did not tire;  

I refused | to be comforted. 
3I think of God, | I am restless, 
I ponder, and my | spirit faints. 
4You will not let my | eyelids close; 
I am troubled and I | cannot speak. 
5I consider the | days of old; 
I remember the | years long past; 
6I commune with my heart | in the night; 
I ponder and | search my mind: 
7“Will the Lord cast me | off forever 
and never again | show me favor?” 
8Has God’s steadfast love come to an | end forever? 
Has the Lord’s promise failed | for all time? 
9Has God forgotten | to be gracious, 
and in anger with- | held compassion? 
10And I said, “My | grief is this: 
The right hand of the Most | High has changed.” 
11I will remember the works | of the Lord, 
and call to mind your won- | ders of old. 
12I will meditate on | all your acts 
and ponder your | mighty deeds. 
13Your way, O | God, is holy; 
who is so great a god | as our God? 
14You are the God | who works wonders 
and have declared your power a- | mong the peoples. 
15By your strength you have re- | deemed your people, 
the descendants of Ja- | cob and Joseph. 
16The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw you | and trembled; 
the very | depths were shaken. 



 

17The clouds poured out water; | the skies thundered; 
your lightning bolts flashed | to and fro; 
18the sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind;  

your lightnings lit | up the world; 
the earth trem- | bled and shook. 
19Your way was in the sea, and your paths in | the great waters, 
yet your footsteps | were not seen. 
20You led your people | like a flock 
by the hand of Mo- | ses and Aaron. 
   

     Silence for reflection 
 
   PSALM PRAYER  
 The leader chants the prayer after the silence. 

God of the ages, by signs and wonders you established your ancient covenant, 
and through the sacrifice of your Son you confirmed the new covenant yet more 
wondrously. Guide your church to the land of promise, that there we may 
celebrate your name with lasting praise through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The assembly stands. 
 
 
 

 
 
  



HYMN “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” ELW 564 

 



 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
READINGS  
 
First Reading Proverbs 30:1b-9 
Thus says the man: I am weary, O God,  
I am weary, O God. How can I prevail? 
2 Surely I am too stupid to be human;  
I do not have human understanding.  
3 I have not learned wisdom,  
nor have I knowledge of the holy ones. 
4 Who has ascended to heaven and come down?  
Who has gathered the wind in the hollow of the hand?  
Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment?  
Who has established all the ends of the earth?  
What is the person’s name?  
And what is the name of the person’s child?  
Surely you know!  
5 Every word of God proves true;  
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  
6 Do not add to his words,  
or else he will rebuke you, and you will be found a liar.  
7 Two things I ask of you;  
do not deny them to me before I die:  
8 Remove far from me falsehood and lying;  
give me neither poverty nor riches;  
feed me with the food that I need,  
9 or I shall be full, and deny you,  
and say, “Who is the Lord?”  
or I shall be poor, and steal,  
and profane the name of my God. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
Second Reading  
  An excerpt from A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, by William Law. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
  



Third Reading  
  An excerpt from With Open Hands by Henri Nouwen 

Silence for reflection 
 
RESPONSE 
 L  Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways | by the prophets. 
 C  but in these last days God has spoken to us | by the Son. 
 
The assembly stands 
 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL CANTICLE

 



  
 

THE LITANY 

 
 

After each succeeding petition, the congregation responds: 

 
 

The final petitions: 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
Silence for meditation 
 
L Giving thanks for all who have gone before … through Christ our Lord. 

 
L	O God, from whom come all holy desires … and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 
 

 



 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Let us bless the Lord 

 
 
The almighty and merciful Lord,  
the Father, X the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
bless and preserve us.  
Amen 


