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Welcome to Grace!
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in
this service. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of
love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates
back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but
we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first
time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it.
Worshiping remotely via. Live-streamed services are of course not the same as worshiping in
person. But there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the
service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the
television, radio, and stereo. Tune in ahead of time so that you are settled by the time the service
begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before the start of the service.
Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our
gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather
in Christ’s name.
Key to the order of service:
Regular type: spoken by a leader
Bold type: spoken by the people
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions

☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)

As We Gather: This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the
image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism
makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s
life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out
to bear fruit for the life of the world.
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Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
The assembly stands.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you
led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as
daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you
for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life
in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn
ELW 449

We Know That Christ is Raised

Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
Children’s Sermon

Caitlyn Reinders

First Reading

Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after
having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon
coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.
26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to
get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along
the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to
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prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 22:25-31

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27)
25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27)

Second Reading

1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not
seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by
love toward others because the essence of God is love.
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Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
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love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide
in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day
of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

Gospel Processional

ELW 619(v 1)
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Gospel

John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him.
Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

The Holy Gospel, according to John, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel Recessional

ELW 619(v 5)

The assembly is seated.
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Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day
ELW 447

O Blessed Spring
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Nicene Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayer
Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Each petition concludes:

… Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your neverending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The assembly stands.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. If you are alone, you may speak a word of peace to the screen,
knowing that others are doing the same. If you are attending using your Facebook account, you
may type in a greeting of peace at this time so that others may see it.
After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Offering
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, we invite you to continue supporting the work of the church by giving online at
http://glccu.org/donate. You may also mail checks in to the church.

Offertory
Christ the Center
by Andrew Bruhn; text by Herbert Brokering
Andy and Lydia Bruhn, vocals
James E. Bobb, organ
Christ the center, Christ the circle,
faith the trusting in the storm;
Christ the center, Christ the circle,
faith will save us from all harm.
Oh, the wonder of the circle,
grace and mercy, peace abound.
Christ will draw us in a circle
and with grace our faith surround.
Oh, the wonder of the circle,
messianic rose of peace,
Christ the blossom in the center:
Peace, be still! Our faith increase!
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Christ the radius of living,
Christ the middle, Christ around:
God, awaken our forgiving,
that the life of Christ abound.
Christ the center, Christ the circle,
faith will hold us when we fall;
Christ the center, Christ the circle,
faith the gift and faith the call.
The assembly stands as the offering is brought forward.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

☩

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
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Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly is seated.

Communion
Distribution of Holy Communion will be done in the parking lot at Grace following the end of the
live-stream until 11:45 a.m.. See detailed directions in the GraceNotes
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming
us into his body for the sake of the world.
We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. Those who are not baptized we invite to
explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism.
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Lamb of God

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer After Communion
Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

19

Sending
Sending Of Communion
Gracious God,
Loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are absent.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament,
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn
ELW 389

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Announcements
Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
First reading:
Second Reading:
Psalm:

Pastor Chris Repp
Helen Repp
Cindy Grigorescu
Cindy Grigorescu
Pankau Family

Director of Music:
Andy Bruhn
Organist:
Dana Robinson
Sound Technician:
Kevin Vail
Video Technician:
David Brown
Director of Youth &
Congregational Life: Caitlyn Reinders
Office Assistant:
Lyla Vipinraj

 Chancel flowers are given by Sydney Bianchini 
To the Glory of God

Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, ©
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.

22

