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I’ve mentioned before that of my guilty pleasures is watching competition TV shows. 

These are shows like RuPaul’s Drag Race, the Real World/Road Rules Challenge, America’s 

Next Top Model, The Bachelor franchise, and many others like that. One thing I’ve noticed 

throughout all of these shows, especially in the American shows that have a huge monetary 

award for the winner, is that all these contestants are out for themselves. Many contestants 

will say something like “I’m not here to make friends, I’m here to win.”  
 It’s that individualistic drive that stirs up the drama we love so much on these 

shows. It drives Bachelor contestants to tell the lead that “there are girls in this house that 

aren’t here for the right reasons,” meaning they just want to be on TV to get more 

Instagram followers rather than to find love. Contestants will constantly throw each other 

under the bus and will do whatever they can to win.  
 Many people watch these shows because they are a reflection of our society. They 

can see themselves reflected the competitors. Because his competitive spirit doesn't come 

out of thin air. Society places more importance on being the best rather than being the 

kindest.  
 In our Gospel reading today from John, Jesus declare himself the Good Shepherd 

and uses the hired hand as his foil. Here, when Jesus describes himself, he says that he is 

the kind of shepherd who would sacrifice himself to save the sheep, whereas the hired hand 

will go and save themself. The hired hand puts themself first, and they are just there to do 

their job and get paid. The hired hand is like these contestants that “aren’t here to make 

friends.” 
 When we look at that comparison of the hired hand and the good shepherd, the 

comparison between Jesus and the other things we put our trust in, we can easily project 

the hired hand onto the leaders in our world or other major influences in our lives. We have 

politicians who are more focused on what will fund their campaigns rather than creating 

policies that help their constituents. Businesses will say they put the customer first, but at 

the end of the day the most important thing to them is the bottom line. We also have a 

huge issue in this country when it comes to medical debt where people can’t afford to get 

the healthcare they need. We expect hospitals and other healthcare facilities to put patients’ 

needs first, but if you’ve ever had an insurance issue when you’ve tried to see a doctor 

that’s out of network, you know that money still drives a lot of what care can be provided. 

There are so many things in our society that we put our faith in, but many times they fail 

us.  
But we see here that Jesus is different, because he knows that he needs to die for 

our sake, for his sheep. Jesus doesn’t bail when it gets scary. Jesus doesn’t put his needs 

first and save himself. Jesus is the good shepherd who lays his life down for his sheep. But 

it’s not even just that he lays down his life down for the sheep, but he’s also able to come 

back after death. Death doesn’t get the final say. That through death and resurrection we 

are reconciled with God, our sins can be forgiven, and we are able to have eternal life with 

Jesus.  
 Because at the end of the day, we can’t be our own shepherd. Even in the best case 

scenario where we act like innocent sheep and follow all the rules, the wolves are still out 

there. Sin and death are waiting for us. We always find a way to fall back into our sinful 

nature. We need Jesus to protect us, to save us from sin and death. And thank God he 

does.  
 When we typically think of this sort of protector, we imagine a fierce warrior. It could 

be some great military leader that destroys all of their enemies. Or, we could imagine 

something like the superheroes we see in movies who uses their superhuman powers to 

protect those without. Many people in Jesus’s time expected that out of the messiah they 

were promised. They hoped that God would bring them a powerful leader that would 



destroy their enemies and bring them glory. But none of those things are what we get when 

we get Jesus.  

This gospel is a reminder to us that Jesus isn’t the messiah we expect, or may even 

want, but he is the messiah we need. Jesus doesn’t come in guns a blazing, using violence 

or threats to get his way. No, we get the opposite. Jesus comes into this world, and rather 

than reciprocating our selfishness, he becomes the ultimate victim of it. He loves all of us so 

much he puts himself in the vulnerable position. Because of that, he bears the 

consequences of our need to protect ourselves at all costs. And the cost for him is death on 

the cross.  
 And it doesn’t stop there. Jesus doesn’t stay dead, because in our gospel today he 

reminds us that even though he will lay down his life, he has the ability to take it back up 

again. Because of that resurrection we also get to have new life with him.  

We are also promised in our baptism that we are joined into this death and 

resurrection of Jesus. In our baptism we are named and claimed as a Children of God. God’s 

never ending, unconditional love comes through that water, and just like the sheep listen to 

the shepherd’s voice, we hear our call too.  

 We see this call later in John’s gospel. When we get to chapter 21 Jesus asks Peter 

multiple times if he loves him. Peter responses that of course he does. So Jesus tells Peter 

take care of his sheep. This invitation isn’t just for Peter, it’s for all of us. Jesus doesn’t want 

to just protect his flock; he believes that we can help look out for each other as well.  
 Because of Jesus first lays his life down for us, we are able to turn around and share 

that same sacrificial love for others. Not because it’s something we are supposed to do, but 

because of the transformative power of that kind of love. You know that feeling where 

someone does something nice for you so you want to pay it forward? Like if the person in 

front of you in the Starbucks line pays for your coffee, you recognize that kindness and the 

joy it brings. So then the next time you’re at the coffee shop you may be inspired to pay for 

the person behind you to pay it forward.  
That’s what this kind of sacrificial love does for us. We see the lengths that Jesus 

goes to make sure that nothing can separate us from the love of God, even our own sinful 

nature. This grace is the greatest gift we could ever receive. How can we ever repay God? 

There’s nothing we could do for God that could possibly measure up! 
We get to go and pay that Grace forward. Through our faith, Jesus works in and 

through us to share that selfless love. That love is working to bring us all together as one 

flock, one beloved flock. We are invited to love and care for the rest of the flock like Jesus 

does, to get away from our selfish nature and watch out for one another.  
May we hear the voice of the Good Shepherd who claims us as his own and trust in 

his protecting love. May we hear his invitation into the flock and the invitation to watch out 

for our fellow sheep, and may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


