
 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 – 8:00 a.m. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
313 S. Prospect Avenue, Champaign, IL 61820 

(217) 356-6232 • office@glccu.org • www.glccu.org 
Pastor: Chris Repp 

 

 
 

  



2 

 

 

Welcome to Grace! 
We're glad you've joined us as we assemble “virtually” to be encountered by the Word of God in 

this service. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s promise of 

love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates 

back to the early days of Christianity. We recognize it comes with a bit of a learning curve, but 

we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first 

time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it. 

 

Worshiping remotely via. Live-streamed services is of course not the same as worshiping in 

person. But there are a few things you can do at home to enhance the experience. First, before the 

service begins decide to prepare yourself for worship by finding a suitable space. Turn off the 

television, radio, and stereo. Tune in ahead of time so that you are settled by the time the service 

begins. We will have the live-stream up at least ten minutes before the start of the service.  

 

Dedicate this time to the service as you would if you were attending in person. Even if our 

gatherings are only “virtual,” we can be confident that God is truly in our midst when we gather 

in Christ’s name. 

 
Key to the order of service: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung or chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung or chanted by the people 

Small Italics: liturgical directions 
☩ indicates that the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 
 

 

As We Gather: The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long 

prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and 

always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. 

This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, 

interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom 

we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!  
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Gathering 

 

 
Prelude 
 

Welcome    

 

The assembly stands. 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you 

led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 

John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as 

daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you 

for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life 

in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 

grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.   

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name 

of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, 

that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

Word 
 
First Reading Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby one of the 
members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy 
created by Judas’s treachery and death. 
 

15
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 

one hundred twenty persons) and said, 
16

“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which 

the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those 

who arrested Jesus—
17

for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.” 
21

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22

beginning from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his 

resurrection.” 
23

So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 

Justus, and Matthias. 
24

Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 

Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
25

to take the place in this ministry and 

apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26

And they cast lots 

for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody Psalm 1 
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 

 

with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading 1 John 5:9-13 
God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Whoever believes in the Son of God 
believes in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 
 
9
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 

of God that he has testified to his Son. 
10

Those who believe in the Son of God have the 

testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 

believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 
11

And this is the 

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12

Whoever has the Son has 

life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

  
13

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 

may know that you have eternal life. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
  



6 

 

The assembly stands. 

Gospel John 17:6-19 
In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his 
disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words. 
 
The holy gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 
6
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7
Now 

they know that everything you have given me is from you; 
8
for the words that you gave 

to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
9
I am asking on their behalf; I am not 

asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 

are yours. 
10

All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. 
11

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 

be one, as we are one. 
12

While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 

have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 

be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
13

But now I am coming to you, and I speak 

these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 
14

I 

have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to 

the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
15

I am not asking you to take them out of 

the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
16

They do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 

truth. 
18

As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
19

And for 

their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 

Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
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The assembly stands. 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus       ELW 392 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

 his the scepter, his the throne; 

 Alleluia! his the triumph, 

 his the victory alone. 

 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

 thunder like a mighty flood: 

 "Jesus out of ev'ry nation 

 has redeemed us by his blood." 
 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

 are we left in sorrow now; 

 Alleluia! he is near us; 

 faith believes, nor questions how. 

 Though the cloud from sight received him 

 when the forty days were o'er, 

 shall our hearts forget his promise: 

 "I am with you evermore"? 
 

3 Alleluia! King eternal, 

 Lord omnipotent we own; 

 Alleluia! born of Mary, 

 earth your footstool, heav'n your throne. 

 As within the veil you entered, 

 robed in flesh, our great high priest, 

 here on earth both priest and victim 

 in the eucharistic feast. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Meal 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. With others, please share a sign of peace from a distance. 
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 
 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the plate on the table in the aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate. 
 

Offertory (Recorded) 
Let the Bright Seraphim G.F. Handel 

Lydia Walsh-Rock, soprano; Andrew Bruhn, trumpet; Dana Robinson, organ 
 

Let the bright seraphim 

in burning row, 

Their loud, uplifted angel trumpets blow. 

 

Let the cherubic host, 

in tuneful choirs, 

Touch their immortal harps 

with golden wires. 

 
The assembly stands. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service  

to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

Communion 
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized 
Christians. Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and 
consider baptism. Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. Please hold this bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line on your side of the aisle and proceed to the pastor. 
(Note: gluten-free, dairy-free, wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) To receive 
wine, take an empty glass from the acolyte and proceed to a deacon with a pouring chalice. 
(Pre-poured glasses of grape juice are also available from the acolytes). Place your used glass in 
the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. Please notify an usher if you need to 
have communion brought to you in your seat. 
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The assembly stands. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  
 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. 

Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 

nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in peace, 

that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
Announcements  
 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude  
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Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Claire Vail 

Reader:  Claire Vail 

 Director of Music: Andy Bruhn 

Organist:   Dana Robinson 

Sound Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Director of Youth &  

  Congregational Life:  Caitlyn Reinders  

Office Assistant:   Lyla Vipinraj 
 

 Chancel flowers are given by George and Bev Keiffer  
In honor of our three sons 

 

 Hymns and portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 
2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811. 


