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Alleluia, Christ is risen! (Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!) 
Grace to you and peace from God our creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Have you ever needed a lawyer? A couple of you in this congregation are lawyers, but even 
lawyers need lawyers sometimes. The times that I can think of that Helen and I needed a lawyer 
was when we were drawing up a will, and when we were buying a house. In the case of buying 
our house, the lawyer we hired represented our interest by making sure the contract that we were 
signing, with all of its details, conditions, and timing, was legitimate, and was committing us and 
the sellers to what we thought it was committing us to. Since Helen and I know pretty much next 
to nothing about real estate law, we thought it was worth the expense to have someone who is an 
expert in this kind of law be our advocate at the closing so that we didn’t get taken advantage of. 
There are other times when it’s good to have a lawyer working for you, for example if you were 
to get sued, or get accused of a crime. Now neither of those has ever happened to me, but if they 
did, I would want someone who knows the law and understands the ins and outs of legal 
proceedings to make my case before the judge and jury. In fact, that’s so important that in this 
country we guarantee everyone accuse of a crime the right to a lawyer at public expense. 
 Today is Pentecost Sunday, the day we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the 
first disciples, and the creation of the church. In the Bible, the Holy Spirit features most 
prominently in the book of Acts and the Gospel according to John, specifically chapters 15 and 
16 that we have as our Gospel reading. For the purposes of this sermon, I’m going to focus on 
John today, and one of the interesting things about John’s Gospel is that it evokes a legal 
proceeding. In fact, you could say that John’s overarching purpose is to make a case for Jesus, 
particularly a case for Jesus being who he says he is, the incarnate Word of God, God’s only 
begotten child, light in our darkness, and the source of true, abundant, and everlasting life. Jesus 
spends much of the Gospel making his own case, but now as he prepares the disciples for his 
departure to the God the Father, he begins to speak of another who will take on that task, the 
Advocate, which in both Greek and English can mean a lawyer who pleads your case. 
 This Advocate, says Jesus, will do three things: 1. testify on Jesus’ behalf, 2. prove the 
world wrong, and 3. guide us into truth. I want to briefly explore each of those tasks as they 
apply to us who have received the Holy Spirit in baptism and depend on the Spirit ongoing work 
in and among us through God’s gifts of word and sacrament, all for the purpose of incorporating 
us into God’s ongoing work in the world. But before I do that, I need to say a quick word about 
the unexpected nature of the Advocate’s work that I think we often miss on our celebrations of 
Pentecost. Because I think what Jesus is talking about here in John is not exactly what is going 
on in our reading from Acts this morning. The Advocate, according to Jesus, is not coming to 
testify to the world about Jesus, or to prove to the world that it is wrong, or to lead the world in 
to all truth. Jesus has already told the disciples that the world will hate those who follow of him, 
and that the world cannot see or listen to the Holy Spirit. So then the ones to whom the Advocate 
will present Jesus’ case are the disciples themselves. They are the judge and jury in this 
proceeding. And so this, by extension, this is also how the Holy Spirit works with us. 

First, the Spirit testifies to us on Jesus’ behalf, reminding us of what the first disciples 
witnessed during Jesus’ earthly ministry. The Spirit reminds us of Jesus’ sacrificial love on our 
behalf to undo the powers of sin, death, and evil. The Spirit also reminds us of Jesus’ operating 
principle of loving one another as he has loved us. This testimony of the Spirit refocuses our 



instinctive inward gaze, our preoccupation with ourselves, towards those around us, especially 
the suffering and the vulnerable, and works to align our values and priorities with those of God. 
The Spirit’s testimony also gives us an assurance of the future, that God will not abandon us, but 
will continue to bring life and light wherever there is death and darkness. 

Second, the Spirit proves the world wrong. Again, the audience here is not the world. The 
Holy Spirit does not come to prove to the world that it is wrong. That’s not an option. The world 
does not and cannot listen to the Spirit. The Spirit’s task here is to convince us that the world is 
wrong in its values and calculations, wrong that might makes right, wrong that self-interest 
promotes the common good, wrong that hatred, marginalization, and oppression will somehow 
make the world a better place. 

Third, the Spirit guides us into all truth. This work of the Spirit is really a synthesis of the 
previous two tasks. By reminding us of Jesus’ saving work and contrasting it with the ways of 
the world that rebel against God and draw us away from God, the Holy Spirit serves as an 
indispensable partner in discerning our way forward, both in our individual lives, and in our life 
together as the church.  

So, the Holy Spirit comes to make Jesus’ case for us, so that the court of our hearts will 
rule in his favor. Here’s where the analogy maybe breaks down a little, because that is a life-long 
process, a long, drawn-out court case. On our good days, our hearts tilt in Jesus’ favor. On other 
days, not so much. But this case can go forward only because a previous case went in our favor. I 
said earlier, that if I were ever accused of a crime, I would want a good lawyer to help me defend 
my case and clear my name. Contrary to expectations, though, the Holy Spirit is not that kind of 
lawyer, and that previous case was not a winnable one. But the Holy Spirit turns out to be 
precisely the Advocate we needed in that case, who knows the system better than we do, and 
who advised a guilty plea. Following the Spirit’s counsel, we confess our captivity to sin and our 
deadly complicity with sin, and throw ourselves on the mercy of the court. The guilty plea is 
accepted, and we are convicted. But then comes the unexpected: not a pardon, per se, nor a last-
minute exoneration, but an exchange. In the strangest court proceeding ever, our Advocate 
knows someone who can help us, who will trade in our conviction and our sentence for a clean 
record. That someone, of course, is Jesus Christ, who has born our sin and the sin of the whole 
world on the cross, so that our doom might be averted and our future might be opened to the life 
that God created us for. 

That life, genuine, abundant, and everlasting, is God’s mission and agenda in the world 
through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and it is what we celebrate today on 
Pentecost. May the Holy Spirit continue the Spirit’s work in us and make us partners in 
advancing that agenda in our hearts and in our lives. And may the peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


