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Bishop John Roth 

 
“Entrusted” 

 
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 

18 All this (sharing new creation in Christ) is from God, who reconciled us to God’s own 
self through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 

 19 that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to God, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making this appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

 21 For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him (that is, in Christ) 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  This sermon is part of 
the worship service that is part of this year’s Synod Assembly.  Some of you may not be 
familiar with what a Synod Assembly is.  The congregation where you are worshiping or 
that you belong to is one of roughly 118 congregations that partner together to form our 
synod.  We cover central and southern Illinois.  Our synod along with 65 other synods 
forms the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Every year, congregations in our 
synod elect members of their congregation to go to a two- or three-day gathering – an 
assembly – where we worship together, pray together, hear about the ministries we 
support together, plan for serving God together, adopt a spending plan for the synod, 
and get to know one another better.  This year, the Synod Assembly is online; it is the 
first time we are having an Assembly that is not in person at all.  I miss that, the in 
person.  But this gives us the opportunity to have a much farther-reaching Assembly 
Worship Service – coming to you. 

 
The theme for this year’s Synod Assembly is “Entrusted”.   
 
Entrusted.  
 
When I was growing up, our family went for a week every year to a Lutheran family 

camp in Michigan, on Lake Michigan.  On the way back home, we would do an overnight 
with Aunt Ruth – my father’s aunt – and her son, cousin Rich, on their farm just outside 
LaPorte, Indiana.  One summer, I think that I was nine years old, but I may have been 
eleven, my parents worked it out for me to stay at the farm for a couple of weeks.  It was 
amazing.  It was an alfalfa and dairy farm.  The cows were milked twice a day, so I 
learned how to feed the cows and use milking machines.  One morning, before the sun 
was up, Rich came into my room and said a cow had given birth and he wanted me to go 
with him get the calf and bring it into the barn.  So we went out over the field with a 
tractor and small trailer.  Rich picked up the calf and set it in trailer, and said to me, 
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“John, you sit on the calf to keep it from jumping out.”  That was a ride.  There were 
several surprises for me those couple of weeks.  But the best was that Rich taught me 
how to drive the tractor – and had me drive the tractor.  When my parents came to pick 
me up, we were out in back of the house and Rich said, “John, go get the tractor.”  It was 
my parents’ turn to be surprised as they saw me back the tractor out of the barn and pull 
over to where they were standing. 

 
In hindsight, what stands out to me most about that story is that Rich trusted me to 

drive his tractor.  Anybody who knows agriculture knows how important and expensive 
tractors are – and knows that if you mishandle a tractor, it can take out the whole side of 
your barn and everything in its path.  As I think back on that, I wonder, “Rich, were you 
nuts.”   

 
(It was) amazing, that Rich entrusted his tractor to my hands and feet.  What a risk 

on his part.  What a blessing for me, that I was entrusted.   
 
“In Christ, God was reconciling the world to God’s own self, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.”  The Greek 
word behind the word “message” in that sentence is “logos”.  If you have heard of the 
word “logos” it is probably in connection with the Gospel of John, where it is translated 
“word” – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word 
was God…..and the Word became flesh and lived among us.”  In John’s Gospel, Jesus is 
the “logos” of God. 

 
There is an expansive sense of “logos” here in 2 Corinthians, too.  “Entrusting the 

“logos” of reconciliation to us” means entrusting us with making the claim, 
showing what God is doing in Christ, and living a life that embodies Christ’s reconciling 
death and resurrection.  (It means) God putting all that trust in us – our hands, our feet, 
our mouths, our minds.  What a risk on God’s part.  What a blessing for us, that we are 
entrusted. 

 
What is the risk on God’s part?  We are sinners.  That is where the risk is.  And it 

runs deep.  To say we have no sin and to deceive ourselves is the default mode of the 
human heart.  And that is so even for us Christians, including us Lutheran Christians; 
though of all people, we Lutherans should be most acutely aware of the gravitational 
pull of our sinfulness, and because of that our never-ending need for God’s grace.   

 
The apostle Paul does not use the word “sin” very often in 2 Corinthians, but he does 

at key points, such as in today’s reading: “For our sake God made him (that is, Christ) to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 
Corinthians 5:21).  “I am a great sinner and Christ is a great Savior,” said John Newton, 
the poet author of “Amazing Grace.” 

 
When I am piddling around on the guitar, I often play a song that goes “When I 

gather up my trophies, the things that I’ve done well, and pull them from the closet, 
display them on a shelf, by the looks of things I am quite achieved, many victories to tell, 
but to you, O Lord, these mean nothing at all.” And here comes the chorus, “So when I 
come to your altar, my hands are bare, for I am guilty, unworthy, to meet you there; 
what I have to offer isn’t much of anything, so myself is what I bring as my offering.”   

The pandemic has caused or magnified all kinds of anxiety, grief, economic stress, 
and spiritual draught.  But through it all – please remember this – through it all, 
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because of Christ, God is not keeping score of your faults and failures.  Christ took all of 
those to the cross.  And Christ has been raised from the dead.  And now the Holy Spirit 
is Christ among us.  This gift is yours as a trust from God. 

 
There is a lot of entrusting going on in the church – good and needed entrusting. 
 

• Every pastor in the ELCA, at her or his ordination, hears these words from the 

bishop: “According to apostolic usage you are now to be entrusted with the 

office of word and sacrament in the one holy catholic church.” 

• Now, too, every deacon ordained into ministry in the ELCA, similarly, hears, 

“You are now to be entrusted with the ministry of word and service in the one 

holy catholic church.” 

• And there is so much more . . .  

o Congregation and Parish officers – you presidents, vice presidents, 

secretaries, treasurers – and you congregation council members and 

committee members, you are entrusted with the authority to lead and 

manage the congregation. 

o If you teach Sunday School or confirmation classes, you have been 

entrusted with the faith formation of our young people, along with 

their parents, a trust from God. 

• The Synod Council and I have the responsibility to be good stewards of the 

resources, financial and otherwise, that are entrusted to our synod by all of 

you, our congregations and members. 

• And one more example, this Synod Assembly, going on yesterday and today, is 

entrusted by the congregations of our synod to navigate the challenges and 

the opportunities we have around us.   

 
Here is the point.  There is a lot of entrusting going on in the church.  And all of it – 

all of it – is rooted in and grows out of one thing: “In Christ, God was reconciling the 
world to God own self, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us.” 

 
That is, continually reconnecting us to God through Christ – reconnecting us to one 

another through Christ – and reconnecting us to God’s world through Christ. 
 
Someone said – and I don’t know who it was – “Whether these are the best of times 

or the worst of times, these are now the only times we have.”  Well, God blesses us in 
these times by trusting us.   

 
What an amazing gift this is, that God willingly puts so much trust in us.  God, who 

knows us better than we know ourselves, who sees through all the masks we wear – and 
I’m not talking COVID masks – still, trusts us to speak, to live, to embody the boundless, 
reconciling grace of God in our Lord Jesus Christ – because this reconciling grace makes 
us who we are.  No pandemic can change that.  No politics can take it away.  No pressure 
can crush it.   

 
This is God’s promise to you – and it is God’s promise to us as the Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America –you are entrusted. 


