
 

Pastor’s Corner – We are Partners in Godôs Mission 
One of the central affirmations of our faith is that God loves the world (John 3:16) 

enough to become part of the world (John 1:14), what theologians refer to as the 

incarnation: God the Son ς the Word ς becoming a human being in Jesus Christ.  One of the 

important implications of this affirmation is that we Christians do not see the material world 

as fundamentally evil, something to be endured and ultimately to be freed from.  We rather 

regard it as fundamentally good (Genesis 1:10 ff.) and a vehicle for GƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

us.  As Martin Luther wrote in his explanation of the first article of the creed, God provides 

ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ άŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ Řŀƛƭȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ώǿŜϐ ƴŜŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Řŀȅ ǘƻ 

ŘŀȅΦέ DƻŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿay in the sacraments, using the earthly 

elements of water, bread, and wine to ŎƻƴǾŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿŀȅΦ 

Faith and trust in what God has first done for us in Jesus Christ always leads to a 

response.  Always.  Put another way: if there is no response, faith itself is called into 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎΣ άŦŀƛǘƘ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŀŘΦέ  !ƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 

ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ǎƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ happens in material ways.  One of these material 

ways that our stewardship team will be talking about this month is financial support for 

DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

made a commitment to God and to one another, a commitment to worship together, to 

support one another in our lives of faith, and to respond to the grace of God in Jesus Christ 

by being what St. Paul claimed that we are: the body of Christ in the world, manifesting 

DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ compassionate will for the sake of the world. 

If this is so, then our stewardship of time, talent, and treasure for the ministry of 

this congregation is not merely an obligation we owe as responsible members of a 

community (though it is surely that.) And it is even more than a joyful and thankful response 

ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ as well.)  We are bold to claim that the 

individual efforts that make up the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church are divine activities, 

God working in and through us to usher in the kingdom of God.  We are not only recipients 

ƻǊ ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

participants, partners with God, empowered by the Holy Spirit to live out our faith in 

concrete, tangible ways on behalf of the world God is saving. Thanks be to God! 

+ Pastor Chris Repp 
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Box of Warmth 
As the cold weather approaches, we 

would again like to ask the Grace 

congregation to gather new or gently 

used hats, scarves, mitten, and gloves 

for children and youths who need 

them. Please place your donations in 

the “Box of Warmth” under the 

mailbox in front of the church. They will be taken to the 

Francis Nelson Health Center in Champaign with 

deliveries there from November through February. 

Questions? Contact Marcia Licquia for your social 

ministry committee. 
 

  

Note from Music Director  
Dear Grace, 
On October 10 the choir sang a Spanish setting of Take My 

Life, That I May Be (ELW 583). I had conversations about 

this piece with the choir, but I wanted to share some of those 

thoughts with you as well. ELW has two versions of this 

text--583 (Spanish) and 685 (the more traditional one). 

Often in ELW when there are two settings of the same text 

they appear right next to each other--not the case here! It 

seems that the musical style has indicated a different 

function to the editors of ELW. The Spanish one is placed 

in the “Vocation/Ministry” section, and the more traditional 

one in the “Stewardship” section. Musical style is a hotly 

debated topic, but suffice it to say, it does allow for the text 

to be heard in a different way! While the Spanish one seems 

to indicate more of a joyful dance like character; the 

traditional one seems more contemplative--neither is better 

than the other, and both are appropriate in the life of faith. 

Interestingly, the text is by Frances R. Havergal (1836–79) 

and her father, William Havergal (1793-1879) wrote the 

original melody! While it can be tempting to think of such 

up-tempo music as being purely entertainment, I think it’s 

also helpful to realize that that’s how other Christians 

worship! As ELW 878 says, “in every culture and style and 

key!” Soli deo gloria! 
 

Sincerely, 
Andy 

 

Geraldine Parvin 
 

We received news that long-time former Grace 

member, Geraldine Parvin (Jerry), died on Sunday 

October 17th in Virginia at the age of 97. A 

graveside service will be held at 10:00 am on 

November 5 at Fairlawn Cemetery, Vandalia. 
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˨GĆÓ˫Ě µĆĖ÷˕ fĥĖ KÀĀÓĚ˩ 
Frances Nelson played a significant role in caring for those in need in the Champaign-

Urbana community. In the 1940's, she warmly cared for and encouraged African-

American children who found themselves without a home. She was instrumental in 

bringing affordable and accessible community healthcare to Champaign County. A  

health center was named for Frances Nelson when it moved into her former home in 

November 1969. This health center honors her legacy of caring by providing primary 

health care to the underserved in our community. In 2006, this health center moved to 

its current location at 819 Bloomington Road in Champaign. Five years later, the 

SmileHealthy Dental Center was opened, and in 2012 both clinics, health and dental, 

became part of the local entity, Promise Healthcare.  

Frances Nelson Health Center continues to operate as a family medicine health center dedicated to providing 

affordable and accessible high quality care to their patients, offering income based discounts. They have bilingual 

staff, in-person interpreters on site, and materials available in Spanish, French and Mandarin. 

SmileHealthy provides a collection of dental programs that work to improve oral health in our community, providing 

preventive care, treatments, and education. 
 

Grace Lutheran has been a financial donor to Promise Health Care for many years. Our congregation will once again 

be collecting warm hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves for children to be distributed during the winter months at the 

Frances Nelson Health Center. Please refer to additional articles in this November Newsletter and upcoming Grace 

Notes for details on this in-gathering.  If you are an Amazon shopper, consider  selecting Promise Healthcare as your 

Amazon Smile charity. For additional information or ways to become involved with Promise Health Care, see:  

info@promisehealth.org 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:info@promisehealth.org
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Food Pantry Update 
THE REASSURING “CONSTANTS” IN OUR MIDST 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ нл ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘ άǳǇƘŜŀǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ǘƘŜ D[/ CƻƻŘ 

tŀƴǘǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

pantry has been a source of important weekly ritual, perhaps (for many months) even the ONLY ritual outside 

of the home other than going to the grocery store, the pharmacy, or the post office. The work of the pantry 

has offered a sense of common purpose and meaningful fellowship at a time when so many other 

opportunities have been derailed. 

The Eastern Illinois Foodbank has been there! How fortunate we are to have that specific resource in 

our community. Pantry leaders have been able to shop there weekly, and we have been able to find bread 

and fresh produce for our client families, albeit with considerable variability from week to week. The monthly 

truck deliveries from EIF have not been interrupted. We are so thankful for the EIF staff and volunteers who 

have persevered on our behalf, and for the benefit of many other communities in surrounding counties. EIF is 

a very visible example of what kind of effort it takes to be a truly caring community, and their reach goes far 

beyond Champaign-Urbana. 

The clients come! Our numbers have varied, sometimes depending on the weather, sometimes 

depending on the calendar. But they come.  They tell us how thankful they are that we are here. Sometimes 

there are a few minutes to share stories of their challenges, their losses, or their personal victories. Even 

these brief encounters provide opportunities for meaningful human contact, a chance for us to represent 

Christ to our neighbors.  

As of this writing, the Pantry Board is trying to find a way to provide something a bit special for 

December distribution. Your generosity is making it possible for us to purchase a few items that will help our 

families enjoy a special holiday meal.  Thank you for your financial contributions and your prayers. 

 

Lathw¢!b¢ w9aLb59w{Υ t[9!{9 5hb!¢9 hb[¸ twh5¦/¢{ ²Ih{9 ά¦{9 .¸έ 5!¢9{ !w9 /¦ww9b¢Φ 

SECONDLY, WE CANNOT DISTRIBUTE ITEMS WHICH HAVE BEEN DAMAGED, UNSEALED, OR PARITIALLY USED. 

WE ARE FORCED TO DISCARD THEM. FINALLY, ALL PRODUCE OR FRESH FOOD ITEMS MUST BE REFRIGERATED. 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE SUCH ITEMS IN THE DONATION BIN AT THE FRONT DOOR. IF YOU HAVE SUCH ITEMS 

TO DONATE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AND ARRANGE FOR A TIME TO BRING THEM TO THE SOUTH 

KITCHEN REFIRIGERATOR. THANK YOU. 

The GLC Pantry Board, 

Kathy Bowersox, Jim Fleming, Dale Herrstrom, Karen Krusa, Royce Wilken 
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November 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- 

In Person & Live Stream  

11:00 AM Confirmation 

Class  

12:30 PM Women's AA  

5:00 PM Hops and Hymns  

1 

7:00 PM Bell 

Choir Rehearsal  

2 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Committee  

3 

5:00 PM 

Bulletin Deadline  

7:30 PM Choir 

Practice  

4 

10:00 AM Food 

Pantry  

5 

1:00 PM Arlie 

Saldeen Funeral 

Reception 

Arrangement  

6 

10:00 AM 

Visitation for 

Arlie Saldeen  

11:00 AM 

Funeral Service 

of Arlie Saldeen  

7 

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- 

In Person & Live Stream  

10:45 AM Communion 

Distribution  

11:00 AM Confirmation 

Class  

12:30 PM Women's AA  

8 

10:00 AM Food 

for Seniors  

7:00 PM Bell 

Choir Rehearsal  

9 

6:00 AM Food 

for Seniors  

7:00 PM Council  

10 

5:00 PM 

Bulletin Deadline  

7:30 PM Choir 

Practice  

11 

10:00 AM Food 

Pantry  

7:00 PM Social 

Ministry 

Committee  

12 

2:00 PM Kathy 

Hamel Funeral 

Service  

7:00 PM Stitch 

& Craft  

13 

14 

Grace Food Pantry Sunday  

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- 

In Person & Live Stream  

10:45 AM Adult Sunday 

School  

11:00 AM Confirmation 

Class  

12:30 PM Women's AA  

3:00 PM Taizé Rehearsal  

15 

10:30 AM Stamp 

it Up  

5:30 PM 

Property 

Committee  

7:00 PM Bell 

Choir Rehearsal  

16 

7:00 PM Faith 

Circle  

17 

7:00 AM Food 

Pantry Truck 

Delivery  

10:00 AM 

Comrades of Art  

2:00 PM 

Developmental 

Services 

Center(DSC)  

5:00 PM 

Bulletin Deadline  

7:30 PM Choir 

Practice  

18 

10:00 AM Food 

Pantry  

19 

4:00 PM 

Christina Fliege's 

Wedding 

Rehearsal  

20 

Newsletter Copy 

Deadline  

6:00 AM 

Christina Fliege's 

Wedding  

21 

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- 

In Person & Live Stream  

10:45 AM Adult Sunday 

School  

11:00 AM Confirmation 

Class  

12:30 PM Women's AA  

22 

10:00 AM Food 

for Seniors  

7:00 PM Bell 

Choir Rehearsal  

23 

6:00 AM Food 

for Seniors  

24 

5:00 PM 

Bulletin Deadline  

25 

10:00 AM Food 

Pantry  

26 27 

28 

World Hunger Sunday  

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- 

In Person & Live Stream  

11:00 AM Confirmation 

Class  

12:30 PM Women's AA  

29 

7:00 PM Bell 

Choir Rehearsal  

30 

7:30 PM 

Women's AA 

Group  

1 

5:00 PM 

Bulletin Deadline  

7:30 PM Choir 

Practice  

2 

10:00 AM Food 

Pantry  

3 4 

 

 

 


