Pastor’s Corner – Contingency Plans
Social media is a relatively new phenomenon
that we are still figuring out as a society. There
are undoubtedly dangers involved with it,
The stable was
especially for those who are not aware of how
a contingency
it can be used to manipulate us. But there are
also undoubted positives. Speaking personally,
plan…
it has kept me in contact with former students
and colleagues from Russia and other former
Soviet states, as well as with friends from seminary who live all over the country.
And those friends and colleagues sometimes share thoughts on life and ministry
that are helpful to me personally and as a pastor. One case in point was the
message in the blue box above that showed up in my social media feed on the
morning of Christmas Eve, which inspired my Children’s sermon later that day. I had
already planned something, but this gave me an even better idea. And it has stuck
with me as I think about the coming year.
We have experienced a lot of contingency plans in the past (almost) two
years now, and no one knows what 2022 will bring. Maybe the latest wave of the
pandemic will burn out as quickly as it has spread, as the experience of South Africa
might be suggesting, and we really will be getting back to normal soon. And then
again, maybe not. But either way, it’s helpful to remember that we are not the first
to have to make contingency plans. Mary and Joseph did not plan for Jesus to sleep
in a manger on his first night of life as a human child. That was them making do
when their original plans fell through. And now it’s something we celebrate.
So whatever our plans for the New Year might be, whatever resolutions we
might be making, whatever hopes we might have that things will get better for us
and for our loved ones in the months to come, we can take comfort in the promise
that God is with us in Jesus Christ, no matter what contingency plans we might
need to make in the near term. God is with us, and God plans to stick with us no
matter what is coming down the road. Take heart in that promise, dear people. And
may our New Year together be blessed.
+ Pastor Chris Repp
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From Our Music Director
Dear Grace,
I wanted to share some comments on the choir anthem from December 19. We sang Never Weather-Beaten Sail by
Charles Wood. While the piece can certainly be enjoyed in the moment on a Sunday morning, one benefit of choir
rehearsals is the ability to dive deeply into the meaning of a piece. I thought I’d offer some perspectives on this
piece here so you can perhaps listen again! The music is quite accessible and lovely, written by Charles Wood, who
was an Irish composer. He had studied with some of the great English composers before him–Charles Stanford and
Hubert Parry. His teacher Parry had actually done a very famous setting of this text, which Wood must have known.
Here is a recording of Parry’s setting. It is interesting to see how teacher/student express the text through music in
similar and different ways! Wood himself would go on to teach some of the finest English composers of the next
generation–Ralph Vaughan Williams Herbert Howells in particular.
The text is by British poet Thomas Campion (1567–1620). The text is where this piece can become dense at first
look. Like many things in life, when you sit with it for a while and peel back the layers you discover the vast
richness! I read this as a sailor’s plea for God’s calming presence upon the sea’s unrelenting rushing waves. The
first verse is a picture of someone who is exhausted (I’m sure many of us can relate around the holidays, end of the
semester, or in the midst of a pandemic). The second verse speaks of heaven’s joys–deafness and blindness will be
no more! Each verse ends with a very similar prayer–a crying out for Jesus to come and give true rest. It reminds
me a lot of a more famous piece, E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come by Paul Manz. Both have clear references to
Revelation 21–22–a longing for the New Heaven and New Earth–all things to be restored!
Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore.
Never tired pilgrim's limbs affected slumber more,
Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest.
Ever blooming are the joys of Heaven's high Paradise.
Cold age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes:
Glory there the sun outshines whose beams the blessed only see:
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to thee!
Here is a recording of the piece.
Many blessings on 2022!
Andy
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Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web
Pages and Access Links and passwords
are available at Email version of
Gracenotes.
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Food Pantry News
The GLC Pantry Board wishes all of you a very “Happy New Year.” Let us pray that 2022 will be a year
during which the entire planet can emerge “on the other side” of the pandemic. We feel a sense of real
gratitude that the ministry of the pantry has continued without interruption during these troubled times. We
are thankful for your continued support, through both your prayers and your financial gifts. The drivethrough distribution has worked quite well, particularly because of the installation of the door on the south
wall. We will “bundle up” for our second winter and continue our efforts, hoping that the weather will not be
too severe, especially on Thursday mornings.
As you know, we are an “agency partner” of the Eastern Illinois Foodbank, without which we could
not be as effective as we are. EIF is our main source of product. Because of EIF’s location here in ChampaignUrbana, we can shop there easily. The weekly shoppers usually get both bread and fresh produce, which are
FREE to us. On a recent weekly shopping run, we were able to acquire 60 loaves of bread and about 200
pounds of fresh produce. What we find varies greatly, but again, we are fortunate to have that resource right
here in our community.
If you would like to learn more about EIF, below are two links to recent news items. The first is a link
to the EIF annual report and the second is a link to a recent announcement of plans to expand the facility in
Urbana.
EIF ANNUAL REPORT
EIF EXPANSION PLANS
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PLASTIC BAGS OR EGG CARTONS TO THE PANTRY AT THIS TIME. WE HAVE
ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF THESE ITEMS. WE WILL ASK FOR THEM AGAIN WHEN WE NEED THEM.
The GLC Pantry Board,
Kathy Bowersox, Jim Fleming, Dale Herrstrom, Karen Krusa, Royce Wilken
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January 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26

27

28

29

30

31

World Hunger Sunday
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
12:30 PM Women's AA

10:00 AM Food for
Seniors

6:00 AM Food for
Seniors

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline

10:00 AM Food
Pantry
5:15 PM Mutual
Ministry

Grace Office Closed Grace Office Closed
New Year's Day

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

7:00 PM Executive
Committee

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline

10:00 AM Food
Pantry

14

15

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
12:30 PM Women's AA

9

10

11

12

13

Grace Food Pantry Sunday
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
10:45 AM Adult Sunday School
10:45 AM Communion Distribution
12:30 PM Women's AA

10:00 AM Food for
Seniors
7:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

6:00 AM Food for
Seniors
7:00 PM Council

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
7:30 PM Choir
Practice

10:00 AM Food
7:00 PM Stitch &
Pantry
Craft
10:00 AM Hymn
Selection Committee
11:00 AM Worship &
Music
7:00 PM Social
Ministry Committee

16

17

18

19

20

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
10:45 AM Adult Sunday School
12:30 PM Women's AA

5:30 PM Property
Committee
7:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Faith Circle 7:00 AM Food
Pantry Truck
Delivery
5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
7:30 PM Choir
Practice

Newsletter Copy
Deadline
10:00 AM Food
Pantry

23

24

25

26

World Hunger Sunday
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
12:30 PM Women's AA

10:00 AM Food for
Seniors
7:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

6:00 AM Food for
Seniors

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
7:30 PM Choir
Practice

30

31

1

9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
10:45 AM Adult Sunday School
12:30 PM Women's AA

7:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Executive
Committee
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1

21

22

27

28

29

10:00 AM Food
Pantry

7:00 PM Stitch &
Craft

2

3

4

5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
7:30 PM Choir
Practice

10:00 AM Food
Pantry
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