Pastor’s Corner – Traveling and the Pentecost Vocation
By the time this newsletter is published, Helen and I will be gone on vacation. For
the first time in two and a half years, we’ll be getting on an airplane. This time, we’ll be
going where neither of us has been before. We’ve been invited to spend a week on a sail
boat with accomplished sailor friends around the Italian island of Sardinia. We’ve never
done anything like this before, and would likely never have done it had we not been
invited. It’s just not something we’d never think to do. Nor do we have the knowledge or
skill to do it on our own. Sailing will be the middle week of our trip. For almost a week
on either side we decided to take the chance to see Italy, and it is this part of our trip that
I want to write about in connection with the Pentecost vocation of going into the world to
bear witness and make disciples. No, we’re not going to evangelize the Italians and
convert them to Lutheranism. What I want to get at here is the nature of traveling to
another country and relating to the people who live there, especially a country that is new
to us. Although we have both done a fair amount of international traveling, this will be
the first time since we were in college that we have spent time in a place where we do not
know the local language and don’t have someone with us who does. Instead we’ll be
counting on the fact that many Italians in the touristy places we’ll be going will know our
language, English. This is a particular kind of traveling that lots of people do. Most people
who travel abroad, I dare say. But one travel video I watched recently emphasized the
importance of recognizing the limitations of this kind of travel. When you travel as a
tourist with no knowledge of the local language or culture, there can be a tendency to treat
the whole country as a museum. There are, of course, a lot of famous museums, churches,
and archeological sites to visit in Italy. You go, you look around, and you check things
off your bucket list. But Italy, of course, is also a place where people actually live. And
just because you’ve been to a place, doesn’t mean you automatically understand it or its
people. Helen and I will have to be self-aware on this trip, and go with open eyes, hearts,
and minds. And we will have to be careful not to import our assumptions about how things
ought to work, or how people ought to act. Italy is a different country. That’s obvious, of
course, but it can be easily forgotten. We may not really have a chance to have authentic
encounters with Italians on this trip. But we will do our best to pay attention, to be quick
to learn and slow to judge. That is the first step in getting to know anyone, a step that the
earliest church took as it spread abroad after Pentecost. Sharing one’s faith goes hand in
hand with sharing one’s life, and that is important for all of us to remember in all of our
encounters with other, whether at home or abroad. Happy Pentecost!
+ Pastor Chris Repp
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Instrumentalists and Vocalists!
Anyone wishing to share an offertory in the summer months, please contact Ruth
Anderson to schedule a Sunday. Any instrumentalist is welcome and vocalists can be solo,
duet, trio, etc. We will be having an ad hoc choir for three summer Sundays—so please
consider being a part of that (more information will be coming).
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GLC FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
JUNE 2022
The GLC Food Pantry continues its weekly distribution of emergency food via the drive-through method begun in March
of 2020. Considering the current increase in the number of COVID cases locally, our plan is to continue to use this
delivery routine throughout the summer. Most of our regular client families have grown accustomed to this process,
and it has become a valuable way to protect our volunteers as well as our client families. Outdoor signage helps direct
vehicles around the church on the west side, and the food is placed on a table on the south side of the church. We also
serve walk-up clients at the north glass doors of Fellowship Hall.
Our numbers have been steady. We serve 25-35 families weekly. Our client families represent a diverse population, and
it is common to serve families whose first language is not English. We do our best, and a friendly greeting goes a long
way in helping them to feel welcome. All our client families are grateful for the work that we do. When the food is on
the table and ready to be claimed, it is common for us to hear the question, “Is all of this for me?” We are happy to
answer, “Yes, it is for you!”
We have a pool of about 30 regular GLC volunteers. On any given Thursday, we have a team of 9-11 people who help
during distribution. We are so thankful for these cheerful workers who help to make this weekly ministry a time of
collaborative fellowship.
This month I’d like to highlight a few significant “behind-the-scenes” details. First, Alice Hadley has been making lovely
homemade masks for much of the pandemic, and our client families are grateful for her sharing of these important
items. Secondly, Marlys Scarbrough and Chet Alwes often bring homemade baked treats to share with the volunteer
workers. Thursday mornings frequently provide an opportunity for a truly delicious indulgence. Third, Jo Fleming,
Marlys, and Grace Schoedel are usually the computer “intake” ladies, who register our client visitors onto the EIF
website. This data is important to EIF in acquiring grant monies and other funding sources. Finally, Karen Krusa
watches the EIF shopping list diligently and covers the monthly order for the truck delivery, which we receive on the
third Wednesday morning of each month. Our sincere thanks to all these people for their unique contributions.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PLASTIC BAGS OR EGG CARTONS AT THIS TIME. WE HAVE ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF THESE ITEMS,
AND WE WILL ASK FOR THEM WHEN WE NEED THEM AGAIN.

Thank you for your prayers and your continued financial support of this important ministry.
The GLC Pantry Board,
Kathy Bowersox, Jim Fleming, Dale Herrstrom, Karen Krusa, Royce Wilken
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Social Ministry News
God's Work; Our Hands
The Social Ministry committee would like to "Thank you" for your generosity in
supporting our annual blanket campaign.
We raised $510 for the purchase of 51 blankets for Church World Services.
These blankets will be distributed to those in need of shelter following a natural
disaster or fleeing war and violence.
Church World Services (CWS) began after World War II, when seventeen Christian
denominations worked together to provide food, clothing, and medical supplies to
war-torn Europe and Asia. CWS continues to help develop sustainable food
sources, clean water, and sanitation; to aid in the resettlement of disaster and war
victims; and to advocate for human rights around the world. CROP Hunger Walks
are community-based walk fundraising events held in cities and towns across the
US, created to support the global mission of Church World Service. After a CROP
Hunger walk ends, 25% of the funds raised is returned to the host community to
support local hunger fighting efforts. For more information about Church World
Services, go to: cwsglobal.org
The Social Ministry Committee invites you to participate as a walker or supporter
of the annual CROP Hunger Walk this fall.

Prayer Requests
We have two formal ways of praying for one another at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship service, where we pray
for people by name in the Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes,
but not in the web version. The other way is the Prayer Chain. This is more private, and prayer requests are shared only with
the Prayer Chain team and not listed in GraceNotes.
Please send prayer requests for the Sunday-morning prayers to Jessica at office@glccu.org. We also have a tab on our website
for prayer requests that you can access at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/
Prayer requests for the Prayer Chain should continue to go Jessica at office@glccu.org.
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June 2022
Sunday
29
9:30 AM Worship (
Hybrid)- In Person & Live
Stream
12:30 PM Women's AA

Monday
30

5
6
9:30 AM Worship (Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
12:30 PM Women's AA

Tuesday
31
7:00 PM Sweet
Adelines
7:30 PM
Women's AA
Group

7
7:00 PM
Executive
Committee
7:00 PM Sweet
Adelines
12
13
14
Grace Food Pantry
10:00 AM Food 6:00 AM Food
Sunday
for Seniors
for Seniors
9:30 AM Worship (Hybrid)1:00 PM Hymn
In Person & Live Stream
Selection
12:30 PM Women's AA
Committee
2:00 PM
Worship &
Music
7:00 PM
Council
7:00 PM Sweet
Adelines

Wednesday
1
9:00 AM
Reserved by
Debbie
Peterson
5:00 PM
Bulletin
Deadline
8
5:00 PM
Bulletin
Deadline

15
7:00 AM Food
Pantry Truck
Delivery
9:00 AM
Reserved by
Debbie
Peterson
10:00 AM
Comrades of
Art
5:00 PM
Bulletin
Deadline
19
20
21
22
9:30 AM Worship (Hybrid)- Newsletter
7:00 PM Sweet 5:00 PM
In Person & Live Stream Copy Deadline Adelines
Bulletin
12:30 PM Women's AA
5:30 PM
Deadline
Property
Committee
26
27
28
29
World Hunger Sunday
10:00 AM Food 6:00 AM Food 9:00 AM
9:30 AM Worship (Hybrid)- for Seniors
for Seniors
Reserved by
7:00 PM Sweet Debbie
In Person & Live Stream
12:30 PM Women's AA
Adelines
Peterson
5:00 PM
Bulletin
Deadline
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Thursday
2
3
10:00 AM Food
Pantry

Friday

Saturday
4

9
10
11
10:00 AM Food 7:00 PM Stitch
Pantry
& Craft

16
17
10:00 AM Food
Pantry
6:00 PM Parish
Life Committee
7:00 PM
Financial
Committee
Meeting

18

23
24
25
10:00 AM Food 7:00 PM Stitch
Pantry
& Craft
7:00 PM Pub
Theology
30
1
10:00 AM Food
Pantry
5:15 PM Mutual
Ministry

2

