Pastor’s Corner – Giving (and Receiving) Jesus
On the second Sunday of Easter I began my sermon by quoting the African
American Spiritual “Give Me Jesus,” which is hymn 770 in Evangelical Lutheran
Worship. I said that this hymn sums up not only those original final verses of the Gospel
according to John (John 20:19-31; chapter 21 was added later), but it also sums up the
whole of John’s Gospel, and indeed the mission of the church. Our whole purpose as
church is to give (and receive) Jesus. For the disciples, gathered in fear behind locked
doors on that first Easter, Jesus did three things: 1. He showed up, came among them in
spite of the locked doors, and shared his peace with them – the assurance that all will be
well because of his enduring presence in the world. 2. He breathed on them the Holy
Spirit, his ongoing help, comfort, and encouragement. 3. He sent them into the world with
a mission of love and forgiveness. You could say that that was the first gathering of the
Christian church, at least as John tells the story. (We usually think of Pentecost as the
beginning of the church, but as I mentioned in my sermon, this is John’s equivalent of the
sending of the Spirit in the Book of Acts.) And every time the church gathers, these three
things continue to happen.
I can’t stress this last point strongly enough. We have a tendency to think
of church as something we do, something we build and control. We gather to praise God,
to bring up our children in the faith, to support one another in community, to work together
to serve others. All of those things are true, and good and important, but they are not what
creates church, and not what church is primarily about. What is at the core of church that
really is church is God doing something to and for us. God in Jesus Christ is truly present
whenever we gather in his name (see Matthew 18:20). This is how Jesus has chosen to
give himself to us on an ongoing basis. Whenever we gather in Jesus’ name, we will
proclaim the good news about him (because that’s what it really means to gather in his
name – not just saying his name like a magic formula), and whenever we do that, the Holy
Spirit is at work to create faith in us (see Augsburg Confession, Article 5). That
proclaiming of the good news happens in various ways, in word, in song, and in sacrament
– in the meal of Holy Communion and in the washing of baptism. And finally, whenever
we gather, we, like first the disciples, are also sent by Jesus back into the world on a
mission of forgiveness and love for all people.
All of that is to say that the church exists to “give us Jesus,” who then
equips and empowers us to extend that gift other people. Let’s be that church!
+ Pastor Chris Repp
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From Our Music Director
Dear Grace,
Thinking back on this past year, I am so grateful for the opportunity to be in-person
with you all. And so thankful for the volunteers who give their time week after week to bells
and choir proclaiming God’s story of salvation through music. How wonderful it is to sing
and ring God’s praise together this year! Please reach out to me if you would like to be
involved in choir or bells in the fall!
Grace and Peace,
Sincerely, Andy Bruhn
music@glccu.org
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Property Committee Needs Your Help
While the pandemic protocols kept us all safer, it also kept many things from being done to
maintain our property. Members of the committee recently put together the following list of tasks
that need to be accomplished at the church:
Could you help with any of these, or even take them on as a task for you or your family?
Here are some of the things on the list so far, and no priority is assigned to tasks….

• Clean the narthex kitchen fixtures to remove dead bugs.
• Replace aluminum trim on steps to the chair loft where metal has split.
• Clean pews and pew cushions of wax that has dripped from the Christmas Eve
and Easter Vigil services.
• Clean drainage channels by the west entry door.
• Apply crabgrass preventer and fertilizer to the lawn.
• Spread 3” layer of bark mulch onto church planting beds, from the mulch
delivered to church site.
Email Susan Monte to learn more.
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Social Ministry News
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
Serving Illinois since 1867, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) is a nonprofit
social service organization of the three Illinois synods of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). LSSI is one of the largest statewide social service
providers. The organization provides critical programs for Illinois residents each
year, including foster care, mental health services, alcohol and drug treatment,
affordable senior housing, residential programs for people with developmental
disabilities, and services that help families who have been impacted by
incarceration. LSSI strives to provide whole-person care to those receiving their
services.
May 8, 2022, Good Shepherd Sunday, is the beginning of a month-long campaign to
recognize the social ministry programs offered through LSSI. One in every 333
people in Illinois is served by LSSI. Grace Lutheran Church contributes annually to
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, donating 17% of the Social Ministry budget to
this ministry in our state. Matching funds are available through the month of May
to support this ministry, if you would like to donate individually.

Interested in Serving on
Council?
The Nominating Committee is looking for
nominees to serve on the Congregational
Council for a two year term (2022-2024).
We are also looking for qualified
individuals for at-large council members, a
youth council member, and nominating
committee members (1 year term). Anyone
who has interest in learning more about
serving in this important way.
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May 2022
Sunday

Monday

1
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45 AM Communion
Distribution
10:45 AM Strategic Plan
Coffee Hour
11:00 AM Confirmation
Class
12:30 PM Women's AA

2
4:00 PM
University of
Michigan Men's
Glee Club

Tuesday
3
7:00 PM
Executive
Committee
7:00 PM Sweet
Adelines

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

4
5
6
4:00 PM Parent 10:00 AM Food
Wonders
Pantry
5:00 PM Bulletin 3:15 PM Hymn
Deadline
Selection
7:30 PM Choir Committee
4:15 PM
Practice
Worship &
Music

8
9
Grace Food Pantry Sunday 10:00 AM Food
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- for Seniors
In Person & Live Stream
11:00 AM Confirmation
Class
12:30 PM Women's AA

10
11
12
13
6:00 AM Food 5:00 PM Bulletin 10:00 AM Food 7:00 PM Stitch
for Seniors
Deadline
Pantry
& Craft
7:00 PM Council 7:30 PM Choir 7:00 PM Social
7:00 PM Sweet Practice
Ministry
Adelines
Committee

15
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45 AM Congregational
Meeting
11:00 AM Confirmation
Class
12:30 PM Women's AA

17
6:00 PM Faith
Circle
7:00 PM Sweet
Adelines

16
5:30 PM
Property
Committee

18
19
7:00 AM Food 10:00 AM Food
Pantry Truck
Pantry
6:00 PM Parish
Delivery
10:00 AM
Life Committee
Comrades of Art
5:00 PM Bulletin
Deadline
25
26
5:00 PM Bulletin 10:00 AM Food
Deadline
Pantry

22
23
10:00 AM Food
World Hunger Sunday
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)- for Seniors
In Person & Live Stream
11:00 AM Confirmation
Class
12:30 PM Women's AA
1:30 PM Synod Faith
Formation

24
6:00 AM Food
for Seniors
7:00 PM Sweet
Adelines

29
30
9:30 AM Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
11:00 AM Confirmation
Class
12:30 PM Women's AA

31
1
2
7:00 PM Sweet 5:00 PM Bulletin 10:00 AM Food
Adelines
Deadline
Pantry
7:30 PM
Women's AA
Group
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Saturday
7

14

20
21
Newsletter Copy
Deadline

27
5:00 PM
Reserved by
Lyla Vipinraj
(making
arrangements
for next day
event)
7:00 PM Stitch
& Craft
3

28
9:00 AM
Reserved by
Lyla Vipinraj
(Ruben's
Graduation
Party)
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