Pastor’s Corner – Our National Church Body
I expect most of you know that our congregation belongs to a national church
body called the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). You probably also
know that the ELCA is composed of a number of (mostly) geographical synods, each led
by a bishop. If you been at Grace for a while, there’s a good chance you’ve met our current
bishop, John Roth. What you may not have given much thought to is why we have
bishops, synods, or a national church body at all. The simplest answer is that all of this
exists for the purpose of supporting the mission of local congregations, which is first and
foremost proclaiming the life-giving gospel (“good news”) of Jesus Christ, and nurturing
those who respond to that gospel in their lives of faith. The synodical and national
expressions of the church help us to do better and more efficiently what would be difficult
to do on our own. One example is raising up and training pastors. We have seven affiliated
seminaries for this purpose. We also have candidacy committees in each synod, which
help supervise those who are attending seminary in preparation to be pastors. Notice my
use of the word “we.” Our synod staff are only a part of this picture. They could not
possibly do this work alone. They facilitate the work of the committees, which are made
up of pastors and lay people from congregations in our synods. I am currently the chair of
our synod’s candidacy committee, and this month we will approve three candidates for
ministry from our synod. Others from Grace have served on other synod committees over
the years, including the synod council.
At our synod assembly last year, I was elected to be a voting member from our
synod to the ELCA’s triennial church-wide assembly, which takes place this month from
August 8-12 in Columbus, OH. You can learn more about the details of this assembly at
https://elca.org/CWA-2022. To many people, such meetings can seem like a distraction
from the “real” work of the church. I have thought that way myself in the past. But I have
changed my mind. Not only can they be an important way of making the “real” work of
the church possible (proclaiming the gospel and nurturing faith), they also have biblical
precedent. Jesus’ frequent gathering with his disciples were meetings that prepared them
to participate in Jesus’s mission. And one of the first disagreements within the early
church was resolved at a church-wide assembly in Jerusalem. You can read about that in
Acts 15. The decision of that meeting began with this phrase: “It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us…” (15:28) Who was at that meeting? The disciples, yes. And…? The Holy
Spirit! So even God shows up at meetings, it seems! I’m counting on that in the coming
weeks. May God bless the work of the church in all its various forms.
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Final Session on Grace Houses
The Ad Hoc House committee is holding a final congregational session on Sunday, August 21, at
10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary. We will present a summary of what we have learned and receive
feedback from you. We would like to have every viewpoint heard. This will be a time to share your
thoughts and opinions about the four houses. The committee will submit a final report to the Council
for its September meeting.
If you are unable to attend, we would still like your input. Please e-mail any questions or comments
to the church office at office@glccu.org and they will be sent to the committee.
Ad Hoc Committee members: Jim Anderson, Van Bowersox,
Kim Johnson, Jim Eckstein & Debbie Peterson
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Live Stream Volunteers
Needed
While Kevin Vail continues to do the
audio part of the live stream, we still
need one or two more people to help
with the video part.
Dave Brown or
Michael Miller are quite willing to give
you all the help and experience you
need before you have to do it yourself.
The time commitment is about 2 hours
on a Sunday morning every 4 weeks.
Please contact Ruth Anderson or Dave
Brown if interested.
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New Options for Green Burial
By Phyllis T. Croisant (submitted by Grace Schoedel)

This article was shared by Grace Schoedel,
who will be speaking to the Adult Sunday
School class on August 21 from her wealth of
knowledge as a long-time member of the
Funeral Consumer's Alliance of Champaign
County. She'll talk about things to consider
when working with a funeral home, and new
possibilities for "green" burial. This article
will help prepare you for that discussion.
During spring 2019, I facilitated a
Sunday school class on Planning for End of
Life. At that time quite a few folks expressed
interest in green burial. I would like to provide
some updates on green options now available
in our area. A green burial is a way of caring
for the dead with minimal environmental
impact. It aids in the conservation of natural
resources, reduction of carbon emissions,
protection of worker health, and the restoration
and/or preservation of habitat. There is no
embalming, the burial container is made from
natural/plant derived materials or a cloth
shroud is used, there is no vault or grave liner,
and either no marker or just an in-ground
plaque or stone is used*. *From the Green
Burial Council website.
The Green Burial Council certifies three
types of cemeteries: 1) Hybrid Cemeteries are
conventional cemeteries offering a special
section where burial can take place without use
of a vault (partial, inverted or otherwise), a
vault lid, concrete box, slab or partitioned liner.
Hybrid Cemeteries should not require
embalming and must allow for any kind of ecofriendly burial containers including shrouds. 2)
Natural Cemeteries do all of the above plus are
designed, operated and maintained to produce
a naturalistic appearance, based on use of
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plants and materials native to the region. 3)
Conservation Burial Grounds, in addition to
meeting all the requirements for Natural
Cemeteries, must involve an established land
trust organization that holds a conservation
easement or deed restriction guaranteeing
long-term stewardship of land designated for
conservation.
There are now two hybrid cemeteries in
central Illinois. These are traditional
cemeteries that have a section set aside for
green burials: 1) Roselawn Memorial Park,
1735 South Camp Butler Road, Springfield, IL
62707 Current pricing for a green burial space
is $1,695. Internment (opening/closing) ranges
from $1,145 to $1,595 depending on day of
week and time. 2) Sunset Memorial Park, 3901
N. Vermilion St., Danville, IL 61834 Current
pricing for a green burial space is $1,500. The
open/close fee is an additional $1,150. You do
not have to use Sunset Funeral Home in order
to have a green burial in the memorial park.
The closest natural cemetery is Oak Hill
Cemetery, Crawfordsville, IN. According to
their website, burial plots are available for
$1,100. Opening/closing would be an
additional fee. A conservation burial ground,
Casper Creek Natural Cemetery, has recently
opened near Galena, IL overlooking the
Mississippi River. It offers full body natural
burials, burials of cremains, and ash scattering.
It differs from a natural cemetery in that it is
part of a land trust. Profits are directed to land
acquisition, land protection, land restoration,
and land management. The burial area also
becomes hallowed ground, restored to its
natural condition and protected forever with a
conservation easement. Native plants beautify
the burial sites. Current price for a pre-need

(planned ahead of time) full body burial is
$3,750 (includes $2,000 donation to Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation). This fee includes
opening/closing of the grave. At-need full
body burial is $4,750 including a donation to
JDCF. Regardless of cemetery choice, Illinois
law requires that you work with a funeral
director.
When selecting a funeral home, you
should ask whether they can facilitate green
burial. This means that there would be no
embalming of the body (refrigeration is ok if
the burial will be delayed more than 24 hours).
For green burial the body container must be
made from plant-based materials. Examples
would include simple wood caskets (no metal),
woven reed baskets, or cloth shrouds.
You have the right (Federal Trade
Commission Funeral Rule) to select or provide
any burial container. It can be purchased from
the funeral home, purchased online, or
handmade. Local funeral home info (including
price lists) can be found on the Funeral
Consumers Alliance of Champaign County
website. Page 7 For those of you considering
cremation, there now is a local option for

alkaline hydrolysis or “green” cremation. This
is a process that uses only 1/8 of the energy of
flame-based cremation. Additionally, it
eliminates the production of 250 lb. of CO2,
the release of mercury and other elements into
air, and the byproduct emissions of nitrogen
oxide, sulfur dioxide, dioxins, and particulates
resulting from flame-based cremation.
Read more about alkaline hydrolysis.
The closest actual facilities for hydrolysis
(water cremation) are in northern Illinois. But,
a local Champaign business, Evergreen
Cremation Services (702 Bloomington Road,
Suite 102), offers this option. For $1,495 they
provide services of a funeral director,
transportation of the body to a South Holland,
IL facility, alkaline hydrolysis fee, containers
for cremation and the cremains, and filing of
the death certificate. I would be glad to answer
any questions you may have. As a member of
the board of Funeral Consumers Alliance of
Champaign County, I also encourage you to
visit our website for much more information
about planning for end-of-life and your rights
as a consumer.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
The good news is that this fund has been helping
our neighbors in need, even in the midst of the
pandemic. The bad news is that there is a lot of
need out there, and the fund is now running low.
If you are in a position to help, please consider
making a contribution so that we can keep the
help coming. Thanks!
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GLC FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
The GLC Food Pantry Board is extremely thankful for your continued support.
We appreciate your prayers, your financial contributions, and the many faithful
volunteers who help in this vital ministry.
WE ARE IN NEED OF EGG CARTONS AND PLASTIC BAGS AT THIS TIME.
These items are in short supply again. These items can be placed in the bin
outdoors or on the island in the south kitchen.
Interested in donating tangible food items? If so, please consider purchasing a
bag of fresh apples and leave them on the large island in the south kitchen with
a note labeled GLC PANTRY.
The GLC Pantry Board,
Kathy Bowersox, Jim Fleming, Dale Herrstrom, Karen Krusa, Royce Wilken

The Finance Committee would like to thank the congregation for the income so far in
2022. In the month of June 2022, giving was the lowest it has been in over 25 years.
We realize that some income comes in the last two months of the year, but we wanted
the congregation to be aware of our situation.
FINANCIAL REPORT for June 2022
Revenues
Expenses
Net

Current month
14,074.91
25,506.62
(-11,431.71)

Year to Date
116,148.69
169,768.04
(-53,619.35)

Debbie Peterson, Finance Chair

Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web
Pages and Access Links and passwords
are available at Email version of
Grace Connections.
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Social Ministry News
God's Work; Our Hands
For many years, the members of our congregation have been supplying materials and
putting together school and health kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Because of people fleeing the war in Ukraine, LWR has been in need of more Health
Kits. This fall, the Social Ministry committee has set a goal of putting together and shipping
50 Health Kits and 75 School Kits. The Social Ministry committee is asking for your
monetary donations to help us purchase the supplies for these kits. Right now, school
supplies are plentiful and we can often buy these items in bulk. Please make your check
out to Grace Lutheran Church with a memo: LWR Kits, or if you would prefer to purchase
an item for these kits yourself, we would be happy to accept your donations of 1) bath-size
bars of soap (8 to 9 oz. in original wrapping; 2) adult-size toothbrushes in original packaging;
or 3) unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers. These donations can be placed in the plastic
tub by the main church entrance, marked "LWR Kit Supplies". Donations can be made now
through Labor Day, September 5th. After collecting the needed supplies, the Social Ministry
committee will be asking for your help in putting these kits together on September 25th for
"God's Work; Our Hands" Sunday.
Lutheran World Relief was founded by Lutherans in the United States after World
War II. Lutheran World Relief tackles global poverty by helping people adapt to the
challenges that
threaten their livelihood and well-being. LWR works with people based on need, regardless
of race, religion or nationality and they do not evangelize. LWR provides aid in emergencies
and helps families restore their lives using decades of experience and partnering with local
communities. The mission of Lutheran World Relief is to affirm God's love for all people,
working with other Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty, injustice, and
human suffering.
You may know LWR as the agency that hands out the school and health kits. LWR
Kits offer a tangible way to offer comfort and support when a natural disaster strikes or war
drives families from their homes. These Kits are specifically designed to help people coping
with poverty, disaster conflict, and more. Whether helping someone to maintain basic
hygiene or keep education going during a crisis, LWR Kits provide dignity and hope in the
direst of situations.
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Prayer Requests

Grace Directory Update
We are working on updating our
church directory. If you have
changed
addresses,
phone
numbers or e-mails addresses, or if
you no longer have your land
phone lines please contact the
office
by
e-mail
at
office@glccu.org.

We have two formal ways of praying for one another
at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship
service, where we pray for people by name in the
Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the
emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes, but not
in the web version. The other way is the Prayer
Chain. This is more private, and prayer requests are
shared only with the Prayer Chain team and not listed
in GraceNotes.
Please send prayer requests for the Sunday-morning
prayers to Jessica at office@glccu.org. We also have
a tab on our website for prayer requests that you can
access at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/
Prayer requests for the Prayer Chain should continue
to go Jessica at office@glccu.org.
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August 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

31
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Adult Sunday
School
12:30pm Women's AA

1

7
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Dare to Dream
Session
12:30pm Women's AA

8
10:00am Food
for Seniors

14
Grace Food Pantry Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Adult Sunday
School
12:30pm Women's AA

15
5:30pm
Property
Committee

16
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

21
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Adult Sunday
School
10:45am Listening MeetingHouse Properties
12:30pm Women's AA

22
10:00am Food
for Seniors
6:30pm Finance
Committee
Meeting

23
24
25
6:00am Food for 9:00am Ad hoc 10:00am Food
Seniors
House
Pantry
7:00pm Sweet Committee
Adelines
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline

26
27
7:00pm Stitch &
Craft

28
World Hunger Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
12:30pm Women's AA

29

30
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines
7:30pm
Women's AA
Group

2

10 | GRACE CONNECTONS

2
3
1:00pm Hymn
Selection
11:00am
Committee
Funeral of Jack
2:00pm Worship Everette
& Music
5:00pm Bulletin
6:00pm
Deadline
Executive
Committee
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines
9
10
6:00am Food for 5:00pm Bulletin
Seniors
Deadline
7:00pm Council
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

Thursday
4
10:00am Food
Pantry

5

11
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm Pub
Theology

12
13
7:00pm Stitch &
Craft

17
18
19
7:00am Food
10:00am Food
Pantry Truck
Pantry
Delivery
6:00pm Parish
10:00am
Life Committee
Comrades of Art
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline

31
1
5:00pm Bulletin 10:00am Food
Deadline
Pantry

6

20
Newsletter Copy
Deadline

3

