September 2022

Focusing on Our Values and Our Mission Together
Grace’s Strategic Planning Team spent a lot of time and energy last year developing
the outline of a strategic plan for Grace. We started by identifying our core values,
that is, what is most important to us as a congregation. We identified five core
values: Faith: connecting us to God by nurturing faith in Jesus Christ through
worship, education, study, and prayer; Community, connecting us to one another
by providing meaningful interactions in worship, study, service, and fellowship;
Service: making connections beyond our walls by living out our faith in service to,
care for, and engagement with the world;
Music: expressing and nurturing faith
Mission Statement
through excellence in music; and
Grace Lutheran Church
Intellectual Integrity: connecting our
faith to the issues facing the modern world
is a community of faith
by being open to questioning, and by being
whose mission is to
affirming of science and reason as gifts of
connect people to God,
God. You’ll notice that most of these core
one another, and the world.
values are expressed in terms of making
connections. We noticed that too, and out
of these core values we developed Grace’s new mission statement. The short
version, or tagline, is “connecting people to God, one another and the world.” Last
spring, we renamed the newsletter “Grace Connections,” with the goal of
reorganizing it into sections that reflect these three connections. That goal is now
being implemented, with room for some tweaking going forward. So there is now
a section on “God Connections,” “Community Connections,” and “World
Connections.” Music, I think, is a kind of God connection, so we’re putting music
articles there. Food Pantry update is found under “World Connections,” together
with a new feature called Cross Links, which is connected to our “Intellectual
Integrity” value. Other articles having to do with congregational life will be found
in the “Community Connections” section. We hope this makes the newsletter more
organized and useful.
+ Pastor Repp
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Sing to the Lord: Choir Returns!

Coming Soon: Manna and Mercy
See the Bible in a Whole New Way
One of the activities this month on September 25 will
be the introduction of a Sunday School curriculum
for the whole congregation based upon Pastor Dan
Erlander’s survey of biblical history, Manna and
Mercy. Those of you familiar with his introduction to
Lutheranism, Baptized We Live, will recognize and
appreciate Pastor Erlander’s illustrations, and his
down-to-earth style of writing. The good folks at
Augsburg Fortress have taken the original book and
created 16 sessions each for adults/high-school,
confirmation students, and elementary school kids,
so that congregations could involve everyone in this
study at the same time. There are even four shorter
sessions for preschoolers, each with its own board
book. The full schedule is not yet set, but with the
first Sunday of each month reserved for our Strategic
Planning sessions, we’ll plan on starting on October
9 and finishing up in April or early May.
Now is the time to order books. There is a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. The adult book is for
confirmation on up. The Interactive edition for Kids
is for grade-schoolers, and the board books are for
the little ones. (But who doesn’t love a board book?)
This whole-congregation study of the biblical
story is a part of our plan to help us live faithfully
and joyfully into the future as a congregation. We
hope you’ll join us for this exciting project!
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At the beginning of a new choir season I like to spend
some time thinking about the mission or purpose of
the choir. In church music, the choir is the rehearsed
part of the congregation. We come together on
Wednesday nights and before each service to prepare
to lead the congregation in worship, and to empower
the congregation to sing even better. Why is this
important? Because it’s pleasing to God to help
others worship and sing to the Lord. In the Psalms it
says “Sing to the Lord.” It’s an imperative, not a
question! Not a “Sing to the Lord if you feel like it!”
That command, “Sing to the Lord,” is the second
most commanded phrase in the Bible! Church music
fits into what God wants in
the Old Testament temple–in
other words, the best of
everything. God wanted the
purest of sacrifices, real
jewels, nothing fake. We aim
to do that with our music–
giving our best for God’s
glory. This is not a way to earn God’s grace by our
sacrifices. We do it in response to God’s grace and
forgiveness. The choir, as the rehearsed part of the
congregation, leads by offering anthems, choral
stanzas, and generally providing support to the
congregational singing. Join us as we “Sing to the
Lord!”
-Andy Bruhn, Director of Music

Faith Formation Opportunity
Our synod has recently partnered with Lutheran
School of Theology at St. Louis, our neighboring
synod’s equivalent to our SAM program. This fall
there is a 3-week courses on the Gospel of Matthew,
a 6-week course on preaching, and a 5-week course
called “When Theologies Fail (And Worlds Fall
Apart. Those who are interested should register as
soon as possible. All classes are conducted via Zoom.
Recordings for all classes will be available for
missed sessions. See complete class descriptions and
register for all classes at https://lststl.org.

WELCA NEWS: Faith Circle Bible
Study Resumes September 20
Faith Circle will offer both
in-person and ZOOM
participation! We meet on
third Tuesday evenings of
the month, beginning with
fellowship
and
refreshments at 7:00PM in the narthex. This will be
our first in-person Faith Circle Bible study since the
pandemic began, and we are looking forward to
being together. Thanks to Helen Repp, a ZOOM
connection will also be available! Kathy Bowersox
is scheduled to be the September lesson leader, and
Helen Repp will be the evening hostess.
We will kick off a three-segment Bible study on
nature beginning in September. We follow the Bible
studies presented in the WELCA periodical entitled
“Gather for Faith and Action,” available at the
website <gathermagazine.org> or you could call 1844-409-0576 to begin a subscription. I believe new
subscribers get a big discount, so check it out.
This three-session study is entitled “Jesus and
Nature: Teachers of Faith,” prepared by the Rev.
Sara Olson-Smith. September’s topic is “Trees;’
October’s is “Soil;” and November’s is “Creatures.”
This series of studies will help remind us of the role
of nature in our lives, help us better understand the
character of God revealed in nature, and challenge us
in our stewardship of this planet.
Everyone is welcome! Invite a friend! Advance
reading is always helpful but not required! No
quizzes or tests, just sharing of perspectives and
experiences.
We do take financial offerings, and our money
supports both WELCA at the national level and
several local projects supporting women and
children. Questions? Contact Kathy Bowersox
PLEASE JOIN US FOR FAITH CIRCLE ON
SEPTEMBER 20!
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Equipping for Stewardship
Help us equip our stewardship team with best
practices of leading a fall stewardship appeal and
build a foundation for a generous culture in our
congregation with a fresh perspective. Meetings are
held on Zoom on August 30, Sept 20, Oct 11, 25, and
Nov 17 at 3 or 6:30 p.m. If you are willing to be a
part of this team, please let Pastor Repp or Claire
Vail know.

"Dare to Dream” Working Sessions
We’ve had productive discussion at our “Dare to
Dream” strategic planning working sessions thus
far. We want to keep our momentum going by
continuing our conversations about implementing
our goals and ideas for the church. By doing this,
we can make actual progress on both our short
and long term goals. Please join us in the Narthex
after the service September 4 and first Sundays
thereafter to share your ideas. All are welcome
and refreshments are available at coffee hour.

Grace Directory Update
We are working on updating our church directory
this month. If you have changed mailing addresses,
phone numbers or e-mail addresses, etc., or if you no
longer have your land phone lines please contact the
office at office@glccu.org. Thank you!

Women of the ELCA Convention
The Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the
ELCA will hold their Biennial Convention on
September 9-10 at Grace Lutheran Church,
Springfield. Women do not have to be in a WELCA
circle to participate; just be a woman in an ELCA
congregation! You can register as late as September
6th. We have not met since 2019 in person because
of COVID and are looking forward to seeing
everyone. Please see this link for more information.

Special Congregational Meeting

Monthly Finance Report

A Special Congregational Meeting has been set for
Sunday, Sept 11, 2022 at 10:45 a.m. to vote on the
Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendation to sell the
913 W. Union Street property. The meeting will be
held in the Sanctuary and via Zoom. Only the
motion below will be considered and no other
business shall be conducted during this special
meeting.

In the month of July 2022, giving was still below
what was budgeted and Expenses were slightly
more than budgeted.

MOTION FROM AD HOC COMMITTEE
24 AUG 2022
WHEREAS The Congregation at its meeting on 15
May 2022 approved formation of an Ad Hoc
Committee to review the status of the church’s four
properties; and
WHEREAS
This committee reviewed a 7-year record of
income, expenses, mortgage payments, gains, and
losses from renting these properties; and
WHEREAS
This committee determined that the current
mortgage obligation of ~$39,000 per annum to the
Mission Investment Fund (MIF) exceeds the
combined income expected from the rental
properties and member contributions to the debt
reduction fund;
BE IT RESOLVED
That the Ad Hoc committee’s recommendation, of
engaging the Harkness Home Team at Keller
Williams Realty, Champaign-Urbana, IL to sell the
currently vacant property at 913 W Union Street
and use the net gain from the sale to pay down and
re-amortize the MIF mortgage, be accepted.

Stitch & Craft
The Stitch & Craft group meets the second and fourth
Fridays of the month, unless cancelled. Next
meetings will be September 12 and September 23
and will be held in the Narthex.

4 Grace Connections — September 2022

Debbie Peterson
Finance Committee, chair

Year-to-Date

Revenues

Current
Month
16,275.87

Expenses

29,266.21

199,034.25

NET

(-12,990.34)

(-66,609.69)

132,424.56

Budget Time Again!
The Finance Committee requests that all committees
send in their 2023 Budget estimates by October 15,
2022. Please send to or e-mail Finance Chair, Debbie
Peterson.

Parish Life Card Stamping Session
You are invited to join Meg Loven on Wednesday
morning, September 28 in the narthex, beginning at
10:30 a.m., for a card stamping session. This is an
opportunity for both enjoying fellowship and
exploring your "creative side" by helping to stamp
birthday cards and anniversary cards that will be
mailed to the GLC family throughout the year. Meg
provides all materials and instructions. No
experience necessary! Invite a friend! Questions?
Contact Kathy Bowersox.

Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web
Pages and Access Links and passwords
are available at Email version of
Grace Connections.

Prayer Requests
We have two formal ways of praying for one another
at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship
service, where we pray for people by name in the
Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the
emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes, but not
in the web version. The other way is the Prayer
Chain. This is more private, and prayer requests are
shared only with the Prayer Chain team and not listed
in GraceNotes.
Please send prayer requests for the Prayer Chain or
for Sunday-morning to Jessica at office@glccu.org.
(Be sure to specify which you’re asking for.) There
is also a tab on our website for prayer requests that
you can access at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/

September Birthdays
Marlys Scarbrough (02)
Cindy Grigorescu (04)
Nancy Reinertsen (05)
Lani McAuley (08)
Josh Bagger (10)
Juanita Loschen (11)
Rodney Marshall (11)
Trudy Henry (13)
Addison Archer (14)
Shirley Traugott (15)
Robin Vail (19)
Bob Pearson (20)
Jim Eckstein (20)
Dee Ehler (20)
Geoff Bant (21)
Mike Sitch (23)
Nan Groskreutz (25)
Harry Clem (26)
Dave Brown (28)

September Anniversaries
Zack & Grace Wilken (6)
Eileen & Dale Herrstrom (9)
Eva & John Frayne (13)
Marcia & Jim Licquia (19)
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Food Pantry Update
“You are such a blessing to my family…” There is
nothing quite as affirming as a comment like this at
Thursday pantry distribution. We are currently
serving 30-50 families weekly with emergency food.
We send them off with both food and a verbal
blessing, and they typically respond with a “God
bless you, too. Thank you for your work.” On any
Thursday there might be 2-3 new families, but by and
large we have a pool of “regular clients” who come
to us each month. So our work is also about building
relationships. When time allows, we share stories of
our families and catch up like old friends. We also
have an information sheet that we hand out with a list
of other emergency food sources in our area. We urge
our clients to follow up and seek essentials at other
pantries between their once-monthly visits to ours.
The Pantry Board spends a lot of time trying to assess
quantity and quality of what we distribute. There is
considerable variation depending on what we can
find at EIF. We try to pick up bread and fresh
produce each week, and to order the basics for the
monthly truck delivery, but sometimes the items we
really want are not available. But the good news is
that we are happy to say that we DO provide MORE
food and HEALTHIER food in 2022 than we could
in the 1980s. In the early days, a package of hot dogs
was the typical protein source. Now we usually have
a dozen eggs, frozen meat (chicken or sausage right
now), along with canned chicken, peanut butter, and
a canned bean product. We are attentive to the
importance of providing proteins. We have come a
long way in 40 years! Thanks be to God! We are so
grateful for your contributions to this ministry.
If you would like to make a tangible contribution,
please be watching for a deal on fresh apples. It’s
almost the season!
The GLC Pantry Board: Kathy Bowersox, Jim Fleming,
Dale Herrstrom, Karen Krusa, Royce Wilken
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Congregational Fall Festival

“S H I N E”
“Let your light so shine before others, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.” (ELW Rite of Baptism)
You and your family are invited to a Fall Festival
of service and fellowship on Sunday, September
25th following morning worship. We will be
celebrating “God’s Work; Our Hands” by
assembling school and health kits for Lutheran
World Relief and making sandwiches for the
Canteen Run. Jackie Corlett of Motif Handmade,
our Fair Trade source for the LWR school bags,
will be our featured speaker. She will be sharing
her experiences with Fair Trade and her recent
trip to Bangladesh. We’ll also have a quick
introduction to our Manna & Mercy Sunday
School curriculum for all ages. (See page 2
above.) This will be followed by games and
lunch. The main dish will be provided, and
participants are asked to share a side dish or
dessert. Hope to see you there!

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Your gifts to this fund help people in crisis with
various immediate needs. If you are in a position to
help, please consider making a contribution so that
we can keep the help coming. Thanks!

Thank Yous
We want you to know that our contributions to
services organizations beyond the congregation are
very much appreciated. This month Grace received
letters of thanks from C-U at Home (local homeless
shelter) and the Eastern Illinois Foodbank for our
donations and financial gifts. Thank you!

INTRODUCING…

Cross Links
In chemistry, a cross-link is a chemical bond that
links together large molecules called polymers.
Maybe the most famous example of crosslinking is
vulcanization, a process for hardening rubber
discovered by Charles Goodyear in the 1830s.
Vulcanization increases not only rubber’s hardness
but also its ability to retain its shape. It makes tires
more resilient and able to resist damage from hot
pavement. Tires, of course, are literally “where the
rubber meets the road.” The purpose of this column
is to aid the task of witnessing to the gospel, which
is where the rubber figuratively meets the road for
the church, connecting people by faith to the lifegiving work of God in Jesus Christ. We’ll do this by
providing resources that connect us to ideas and
perspectives from the world around us, particularly
the world of science.
FAITH AND SCIENCE
There is an acute need for connecting faith and
science right now, when many of those who profess
the Christian faith are at best skeptical of science, and
at worst, openly hostile to it. Our allies in this effort
are three resources that we’ll link you to each month.
One is called Science for the Church, which seeks to
create meaningful dialogue between mainstream
Christianity and mainstream science. This month
they provide a devotional entitled “Our Minds and
the Mind of Christ.” They also link us to an outside
article that helps us dig into the issue of science
skepticism, entitled “Trust in Science is not the
Problem.” The other science-related resource is The
Clergy Letter Project. This is a statement by
Christian clergy of various denominations as well as
leaders of other religions promoting the idea that
science and religion are not inherently in conflict
with each other. It started more than a decade ago as
a response to the creationist (later “intelligent
design”) movement, which claims that belief in
evolution is incompatible with the Christian faith.
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You’ll find my name among the 15K+ signatures in
the Christian Clergy Letter. The August newsletter of
the Clergy Letter Project is filled with all kinds of
interesting links of its own, including one to the
August newsletter of Covalence, which will serve as
the third regular resource for this column. Covalence
is a Lutheran publication edited by Urbana resident
Susan Barreto, a board member of the Center for
Advanced Study of Religion and Science who is a
member at Good Shepherd. Susan has also worked
behind the scenes of the Rheticus Forum, the faith
and science initiative of St. Andrew’s Campus
Ministry Center.
FAITH AND PULIC LIFE
While faith and science will be the first and main
focus of Cross Links, we will also venture into areas
of faith and public life, including politics. This month
I want to draw your attention to a book I’ve been
reading recently, a history of the politicization of the
religious right over the past 75 years, entitled Jesus
and John Wayne. The author helps us to understand
how socially conservative Christians went from
completely rejecting any involvement in politics to
fully embracing politics as a means of legislating
their values. A related link this month is an interview
with Russel Moore, editor in chief of the leading
publication of the evangelical movement,
Christianity Today, founded by Billy Graham. In this
podcast discussion, Moore talks about how the recent
Supreme Court decision overturning Roe versus
Wade, a top political goal of evangelicals, has
actually led to some disarray in the movement.
FAITH AND MEDICINE
A final couple of links for this month follow up on
our summer Adult Sunday School Series on death
and dying. Several of you recommended the book,
Being Mortal, about medicine at the end of life.
There is also a Frontline episode based on the book.
Death is not something we like to think about, but it
is something that we Christians should be able to face
with confidence and hope
We hope you find Cross Links helpful in connecting
your faith with other ways of understanding the
world around us, and that like vulcanized rubber, it
will become more resilient, and less vulnerable to the
heated rhetoric of those who want us to fear the
modern world, or those who want us to fear religion
of any kind.
+ Pastor Repp
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28
29
World Hunger Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
12:30pm Women's AA

30
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines
7:30pm
Women's AA
Group

31
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

1
2
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal

4
5
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
10:45am Dare to Dream
Session
12:30pm Women's AA

6
1:00pm Hymn
Selection
Committee
2:00pm Worship
& Music
6:00pm
Executive
Committee
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

7
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

8
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm
Community
Choices
7:00pm Social
Ministry
Committee

11
12
Grace Food Pantry Sunday 10:00am Food
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In for Seniors
Person & Live Stream
10:45am Special
Congregational Meeting
12:30pm Women's AA

13
6:00am Food for
Seniors
7:00pm Council
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

14
15
5:00pm Bulletin 10:00am Food
Deadline
Pantry
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

16

18
19
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In 5:30pm Property
Person & Live Stream
Committee
12:30pm Women's AA

20
Newsletter Copy
Deadline
6:30pm Faith
Circle
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

21
7:00am Food
Pantry Truck
Delivery
10:00am
Comrades of Art
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

22
10:00am Food
Pantry
6:00pm Parish
Life Committee

23
24
7:00pm Stitch &
Craft

25
World Hunger Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In
Person & Live Stream
10:30am "God's Work; Our
Hands" Sunday
12:30pm Women's AA

27
6:00am Food for
Seniors
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

28
10:30am Parish
Life Stamping
Session
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

29
10:00am Food
Pantry
5:15pm Mutual
Ministry

30

26
10:00am Food
for Seniors
6:30pm Finance
Committee
Meeting
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9
10
7:00pm Stitch &
Craft

17

1

