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Welcome!
We are glad that you have joined us as we gather in the presence of God, to be
encountered by God in Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament as we
commend our brother Jack Everette into God’s eternal care.
We believe that God is truly at work here today in this worship service to both
create and sustain our faith in God’s promises of life for Jesus’ sake, so that we
may be comforted in our sorrow and empowered to be agents of God’s grace
in the world around us.
This stands at the center of all we do as a community of faith.

Music and text of the liturgies are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, and from
Sundays and Seasons, © 2021, by permission of Augsburg Fortress Press and ONE LICENSE,
License #A-725811.
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989
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Gathering
Prelude
Welcome
The ministers process to the font with the urn.
The presiding minister welcomes the assembly.

Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
We are gathered to worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,
to remember before God our brother Jack,
to give thanks for his life, to commend him to our merciful redeemer,
and to comfort one another in our grief.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
As a sign of being clothed with Christ in baptism,
a pall is placed on the urn as the following is said:

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
The presiding minister sprinkles the casket with water from the font following each acclamation.

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth,
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you.
We glorify you.
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity,
who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you.
We praise you.
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow,
our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.
We worship you.
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.
Amen.

The ministers process with the urn to the front of the nave as the hymn is played

Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother Jack.
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage
on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that
death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live
in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the
company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
First Reading

Isaiah 25:6-10 NRSV

A reading from Isaiah.
6

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
10
For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain.
The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place
as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody
1

Psalm 23 NRSV

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Second Reading

Colossians 3:1-4 NRSV

A reading from Colossians.
1

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

John 11:17-27 NRSV

A reading from the Gospel according to John.
17

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said
to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother
will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world."
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Pastor Chris Repp

Hymn

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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The assembly stands.

Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess the faith of the whole church, the faith in which we are baptized.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The assisting minister leads the prayers. Each petition concludes:

… God of mercy,
hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:

God of all grace, … now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Sending
Commendation
The presiding minister leads the commendation.

Let us commend Jack to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer.
Silence is kept.

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Jack.
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold,
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.
Receive him into the arms of your mercy,
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.
Amen.
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.
The ministers lead a procession out of the sanctuary followed by the urn and the family as the
final hymn is sung.

Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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Postlude
Worship Support
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister
Assisting Minister
Ushers
Organist:
Sound Technician:
Live-streaming Technician:
Office Assistant:

Pastor Chris Repp
Kathy Bowersox
Dave and Carol Larson
Mike Keeley
Kevin Vail
Kevin Vail
Jessica Hunt

Jack Everette
Jack Everette, 87, of Champaign peacefully passed away
Thursday, July 21, 2022.
Jack was born on May 7, 1935, to William (“Buddy”) and
Nova (née Ash) Everette and raised on a farm near Olney. He
grew up with his brother, Gary, and they also had a sister,
Linda Sue, who died in infancy. As a young man, Jack
journeyed north to attend DeVry Technical Institute in
Chicago, where he received his associate degree in
engineering before moving back to central Illinois in 1954 to
pursue a career in the television industry. He would later
receive his M.B.A. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1980.
Jack began his career at the very first television station in Champaign — WCIA Channel
3, the local CBS affiliate. He worked at WCIA for the better part of four decades, starting
as an engineer and rising the ranks all the way to CFO. He was very proud of his
relationship with his mentor, the owner of the station, August C. Meyer, and spoke fondly
of him. Perhaps Jack’s greatest accomplishment at the station, however, was meeting and
courting his future wife, and the love of his life, Mary Ann Sobkoviak. Jack and Mary Ann
were married in September 1956 and welcomed their son, Mark, in 1957, and their
daughter, Debbie, in 1959. They raised their children in Champaign, where Jack lived until
the day he died.
Beyond his day-to-day responsibilities, Jack was greatly involved with numerous
organizations across his personal and professional life. He was a founding member of St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Urbana, where he and Mary Ann devoted many years to
worship and service. He was a long-time member of the Illinois Broadcasters Association
in Carterville, a donor for UI athletics and a member of Illini Rebounders.
Possibly more than anything else, Jack loved to golf. He was a member of the Champaign
Country Club, where he served as president, participated in club events such as The
Hullabaloo Tournament and played a round of 18 whenever he could (multiple times a
week in his heyday). He traveled around the U.S. playing premier courses wherever he
went, and he partook in as many fundraisers, scrambles and amateur events as possible,
like the annual Steve Stricker Golf Outing he always played with his son.

Jack was an exceptional grandfather to John, Rob and Caroline Everette, and he was
happily alive and well to see a couple great-grandchildren enter into his life, Jack and Luna
Everette, who affectionately referred to him as “GG Jack.” He spent many years driving to
and from the Chicagoland area to visit his grandchildren, watch them play sports and
celebrate holidays (frequently with far too many gifts in tow). In addition, Jack was a
beloved and generous uncle to many nieces and nephews.
Jack loved the St. Louis Cardinals and Fighting Illini and traveled many times to see them
play. He relished family trips to Glen Arbor, Mich.; Alaska; North Carolina; Florida; Las
Vegas; New Orleans' and Southern California (the latter two to witness Illini football bowl
games). He carefully and proudly tended his garden at home, going to war with the local
squirrels and other pests. He always taught by example, supported his family no matter
what, and was fun loving with a great belly laugh.
Jack was preceded in death by his parents, Buddy and Nova; his brother, Gary; his sister,
Linda Sue; his wife, Mary Ann; his son, Mark; and his daughter, Debbie. He is survived
by his daughter-in-law, Lisa; his grandchildren, John (Carrie), Rob and Caroline; his greatgrandchildren, Jack and Luna; his sister-in-law, Jane Queller; his brother-in-law, David
(Mary) Sobkvoiak; and his partner, Karen Sue Rice.
Jack’s family would like to thank Champaign-Urbana Nursing and Rehab facility and
Transitions Hospice, who provided care and comfort in his last months of life.
Memorial services will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 3, at Grace Lutheran Church
in Champaign. In lieu of flowers or donations, Jack’s family has a special request: For the
upcoming season, please cheer for the Fighting Illini basketball team, and pray for the
Fighting Illini football team.
Jack lived a long and fulfilling life, creating as much joy as he could for everyone around
him. He will always be remembered as a small-town boy at heart with big dreams to take
care of those he loved. We will miss him greatly.

