October 2022

Lost and Found
In the Gospel reading on September 11 we heard Jesus’ parables of the lost coin
and the lost sheep, focusing on the joy of the woman on finding her coin and the
reckless devotion of the shepherd in leaving the 99 sheep to find the one lost one.
I have just returned from the Central/Southern Illinois Synod’s Fall Theological
Conference, where pastors and lay leaders of the synod spent time considering the
unique challenges and opportunities for the church as we approach what we hope
will be post-COVID times. The leader of our deliberations compared the church’s
experience of living through COVID to the experience of being lost. “Think about
a time when you were lost,” she asked us. “How did it happen?” “I wasn’t paying
attention to where I was going,” one person answered. “The trail disappeared on a
hike,” said another. “GPS lied to me!” exclaimed a third. Then she asked, “What
behaviors have you found useful when you have been lost?” “Not freaking out,”
said one person. “Phoning a friend,” said another. “Taking time to get my bearings
to figure out where I am. Looking for points of reference,” yet another person
responded. The past two and a half years has been a time of loss for the church.
We lost the opportunity to gather in person in our worship space for more than two
years. We went for many months without celebrating Holy Communion. We lost
connection with of our fellow members, at least physically. The world is not the
same as it was before COVID. The path we were on before disappeared. Going on
as usual was not an option. And while this has been disconcerting and scary, it has
also been an opportunity to get our bearings and get clarity about essentials.
Worship continued throughout the pandemic. Gathering around the Word of God
went on week after week, even if that gathering was virtual, experienced through
a computer or smart-phone screen. Our food pantry, our ministry of caring for our
neighbor as an outgrowth of our faith and a response to God’s mercy and love,
also continued. The world may never return to pre-COVID normal. We might still
in some sense be like the one lost sheep in Jesus’ parable. But while we are still in
the wilderness, we have also been found by the Good Shepherd. And there is great
joy in being found, and in following him now where he leads.
+ Pastor Repp
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Centering on the Hymn of Day

Manna and Mercy

See the Bible in a Whole New Way

On October 9 we will begin working through Pastor
Dan Erlander’s survey of biblical history, Manna
and Mercy. Those of you familiar with his
introduction to Lutheranism, Baptized We Live, will
recognize and appreciate both his illustrations and
his down-to-earth style of writing. The good folks at
Augsburg Fortress have taken the original book and
created 16 sessions each for adults/high-school,
confirmation students, and elementary school kids,
so that congregations could involve everyone in this
study at the same time. There are even four shorter
sessions for preschoolers, each with its own board
book. The full schedule is not yet set, but with the
first Sunday of each month reserved for our Strategic
Planning sessions, we’ll plan on starting on October
9 and finishing up in April or early May.
Now is the time to order books. There is a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. The adult book is for
confirmation on up. The Interactive edition for Kids
is for grade-schoolers, and the board books are for
the little ones. (But who doesn’t love a board book?)
We will be sending in the order this week, so sign up
now!
This whole-congregation study of the biblical
story is a part of our plan to help us live faithfully
and joyfully into the future as a congregation. We
hope you’ll join us for this exciting project!
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The Hymn of the Day is a Lutheran tradition. As the
chief hymn of the service, it is generally located just
after the sermon–the strongest place of proclamation
in the service. It is one of the central components to
the Lutheran liturgy that focuses on the theme of the
day. Most Lutherans sing hymns liturgically,
meaning that they are not just general Christian
hymns, but function in relation to the liturgy–related
to the theme of the service, readings, the church year,
etc. The Hymn of the Day has the task of proclaiming
the Word of God and responding to it. Last month I
wrote about the choir leading the song of the church
and the Hymn of the Day is a perfect example. It
becomes the church’s proclamation and response to
the Word. This special hymn often deserves special
treatment. One way to keep congregational singing
fresh is to alternate who sings what verses--everyone
can sing a verse, the choir another, treble voices
another, etc. This leads to musical variety and an
opportunity to meditate on the text when not singing.
I hope you will pay special attention in the weeks
ahead to all the music in the service, but particularly
the Hymn of the Day.
-Andy Bruhn, Director of Music

Ringers Needed!

Our Bell Choir has several open positions. If that is
something you would like to do, come on Thursdays
in the sanctuary for an hour of practice (7 p.m.). We
play for service about once a month. If you are
hesitant, feel free to come and try it. Please contact
Yeh Euh Kwon. Friendly people, happy bells!

Grief Support

A number of you have lived through significant loss
recently. Pastor Repp and the Parish Life committee
would like to gauge interest in the possibility of a
regular grief-support group at Grace. Please speak to
Pastor Repp if you would be interested in this, or
send him an e-mail at pastor@glccu.org.

WELCA NEWS: Faith Circle Bible
Study on October 18
WELCA Faith Circle will
meet on Tuesday evening,
October 18, beginning at
7:00PM in the narthex.
Mary Jo Erickson is
scheduled to be the lesson
leader, and Nan Reinertsen
is scheduled to be the hostess. The Bible study
follows "Jesus and Nature: Teachers of Faith,"
Session 2 - Soil. This lesson is found in the
September-October issue of "Gather" magazine (pp.
36-41) published by WELCA.
Faith Circle meets regularly on the third Tuesday
evening of the month. All are welcome! For those
unable to be physically present, there will be a
ZOOM option available on the GLC ZOOM meeting
link. So join us either way!

"Dare to Dream” Working Sessions
We’ve had productive discussion at our “Dare to
Dream” strategic planning working sessions thus far.
We want to keep our momentum going by continuing
our conversations about implementing our goals and
ideas for the church. By doing this, we can make
actual progress on both our short and long term goals.
Please join us in the Narthex after the service on
October 2 and first Sundays thereafter to share your
ideas. All are welcome and refreshments are
available at coffee hour.

Stitch & Craft

The Stitch & Craft group meets the second and fourth
Fridays of the month, unless cancelled. Next
meetings will be October 14 and September 28 and
will be held in the Narthex at 7 p.m.
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Special Congregational Meeting
Outcome

Thank you to all that attended the Special
Congregation meeting on Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022.
The resolution to sell the 913 W. Union house passed
overwhelmingly. We will update the congregation as
we move forward through the sale process. A special
Thank You to the Ad Hoc House Committee that has
been working diligently this summer to get us to this
point. The committee members are: Debbie Peterson,
Van Bowersox, Jim Anderson, Kim Johnson and Jim
Eckstein.

Update on House Properties

The Ad Hoc Committee worked over the summer to
review all the four Rental Houses that Grace owns.
Here is the current status of each:
-913 W. Union -- this house is up for sale through
Keller-Williams/Harkness realty company.
-911 W. Union - rented until May 2023
-910 W. Springfield -- secured a Property
management company – Fairlawn - and is rented as
of 16 SEPT 2022 through SEPT 2023.
-916 W. Springfield - has had a long time tenant but
on a month-to-month basis for now.
If you have any questions, please let us contact one
of us.
-Debbie Peterson, Van Bowersox and Jim Anderson

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

We are always in need of Hosts and Hostesses just
like yourself. Coffee Hour is easy
and fun. Just make regular and
decaf coffee and supply a snack
which can be store bought or
homemade. You can even fill out
the
appropriate
form
for
reimbursement. (We ask that your spending not
exceed $30.00) After coffee hour just clean the
kitchen. That’s it! Slots are open. Please volunteer
today by signing-up.

Monthly Finance Report
In the month of August 2022, giving was slightly less
than budgeted and better than last month. Expenses
were slightly more than budgeted.
Debbie Peterson
Chair, Finance Committee

Current
Month

Year-toDate

Revenues

$21,003.08

153,427.64

Expenses

25,472.57

224,506.82

NET

(-4,469.49)

(-71,079.18)

Offering Envelope Preference
Forms

It’s time again for the office to order offering
envelopes for next year. If you currently receive
envelopes but don’t need them
anymore, or if you don’t receive
them and would like to, please
fill out the form at this link. No
need to fill out the form if there
is no change for you

Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web
Pages and Access Links and passwords
are available at Email version of
Grace Connections.

Prayer Requests

Budget Time Again!

The Finance Committee requests that all committees
send in their 2023 Budget estimates by October 15,
2022. Please send to or e-mail Finance Chair, Debbie
Peterson.

Help Us Tell Grace’s Story

You are a member of this faith community for a
reason. We invite you to share that reason with
others. Please consider writing a
few sentences absout what makes
Grace special to you and sending
them to Jessica at the office e-mail
at office@glccu.org. We want to
tell Grace’s story to inspire both
fellow members and those
looking for a church home. Thanks for your help!

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

Your gifts to this fund help people in crisis with
various immediate needs. If you are in a position to
help, please consider making a contribution so that
we can keep the help coming. Thanks!
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We have two formal ways of praying for one another
at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship
service, where we pray for people by name in the
Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the
emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes, but not
in the web version.
Please send prayer requests for the Sunday-morning
prayers to Jessica at office@glccu.org. We also have
a tab on our website for prayer requests that you can
access at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/.

"God's Work; Our Hands"

The CROP Hunger Walk will take place on Sunday,
October 2, starting from First Presbyterian church in
Urbana at 2 p.m. The Social Ministry committee
hopes that you will prayerfully consider supporting
this mission to help alleviate hunger in the CU area
and around the world. Grace Lutheran has
participated for many years, and it is as important as
ever to raise money to help our vulnerable neighbors.
You can help by being a walker, a donator, or both!
Walkers:
Find the Grace Lutheran Church, Champaign, page
on the CROP Walk website (see link below). From
there, you can click “Join the Team.” You can also
create your own FB post to help raise awareness and
money – just make sure you are a member of the
Grace Lutheran Church, Champaign team! Send or
deliver any offline donations to the church, clearly
marked for CROP Walk.
If you join as a participant online, you will be asked
to sign an electronic waiver. If not, you may be
required to sign a waiver the day of the walk.
Donators:
Visit Grace Lutheran Church’s CROP Walk page
(link below) and click the “donate” button. If you
don’t want to donate online, you can send a check to
the church. Please make checks out to Grace
Lutheran Church and write “CROP Walk” in the
notes field. Here is the link to our team page: Grace
Lutheran Church Champaign Team Page. If you have
questions, please contact Helen Repp.
.
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A little over half of the Social Ministry's annual
budget is donated to twelve local charities.
One of these local charities is Jesus is the Way Prison
Ministry in Rantoul.
This ministry was founded by Rev. Jesse Mathes and
his wife, Edith, in 1977. Rev. Mathes was on a
mission to bring the message of Jesus' love to jails
and prisons. In addition to spreading the Gospel
message through speaking, Bible studies, and oneon-one ministering, they developed a place for those
released and on probation to stay and begin a new
life.
Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry is a ten-month
aftercare facility that hosts men after they leave
prison, supporting them as they build a new
life. Jesse Matthes transformed an old Holiday Inn
Jr. into “Jesus Inn” – where the men live, cook, and
have classes on-site. These classes include Bible
studies, nutrition and finance classes.

Thank Yous

We want you to know that our contributions to
services organizations beyond the congregation are
very much appreciated. This month Grace received
letters of thanks from Church World Service
Blankets program for our donations and financial
gifts. Thank you!
Also, a big "THANK YOU" to the following people
who helped deliver GLC beverage containers and
informational flyers to neighbors immediately
following worship on September 4:
Kathy and Van Bowersox
Julie Johnson
Tina and Jeff Fehrenbacher
Helen Repp
Janet and Dan Lepp

September Scenes from GLC Food Pantry

Weekly shopping at the
Eastern Illinois Foodbank.
Here Dale Herrstrom is
loading his truck with
produce, dairy and bread.

Preparing for Thursday
distribution. The produce
and the bread are arranged
on the table for packing.

Carol Shupp is one of our
Thursday volunteers who
packs boxes for distribution.

Another cheerful worker,
Anita Rhowedder, helps
prepare the boxes for
Thursday distribution.
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Here, Marcia Licquia
is also boxing up
products for client
families.

Pam Karlstrom
usually helps to
bag up bread,
produce, dairy
and meat.

Marlys Scarbrough is
one of the volunteers
who helps with the
recording of
information for EIF.

On
a
beautiful
Thursday
morning,
Dale Herrstrom and
Tina
Fehrenbacher
greet clients who
arrive
for
drivethrough distribution.

Cross Links
Welcome back to this new monthly segment on faith
and science. Last month, in introducing this feature
of Grace Connections, I did not have enough room to
explain the logo I created above. The box on the left,
I suppose, is obvious: a cross made from links of a
chain. (A cross link is apparently a thing for those
who work with chains, but I don’t know any more
about that.) The other part of the logo, though, is a
slightly modified depiction of a cross-linked
compound, “bisphenol A diglycidyl ether,” which I
thought already looked like a pair of glasses before I
messed with it just a little. The thought here is to
depict seeing faith through a scientific lens, and also
seeing science through a faith lens, with the goal of
enriching both.
FAITH AND SCIENCE
In the service of seeing science through a
faith lens is an article from the July edition of
Covalence (the Lutheran faith/science magazine
introduced last month) on the implications of the
concept of sin for the work of scientists. It’s written
by Pastor George Murphy, a physicist and Lutheran
pastor who is a participant in some of the theological
forums that I pay attention to.
Also from Covalence is an article by Susan
Barreto on how the recent images from the James
Webb Space Telescope expand not only our view of
the physical universe in space and time, but also
point to the boundless nature of God’s creation – or
if not boundless at least the boundaries of the
universe as we understand it are incredibly vast and
distant. She also notes how much farther the Webb
telescope allows to see into the past – 13.2 billion
light years, which is “only” 0.6 billion years after the
big bang, and makes a case for how the both the
science and the beauty revealed in these early images
evokes awe and praise of the creator among people
of faith.
A follow-up of sorts to last month’s link to an
article on science skepticism comes from the Clergy
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Letter Project’s September newsletter, which links us
to an “academic minute” podcast from Inside Higher
Education, addressing four major reasons people
resist scientific information, and how that can be
addressed. Have a quick listen. As they note, “it’s
only a minute.” (There’s also a transcript at the same
link if you’d rather read it.
FAITH AND PULIC LIFE
Also following up, this time on last month’s
note about the history of the religious right, comes a
reminder from a Canadian religious studies professor
that what we call evangelicalism in the United States
is actually an anomaly when considered in global
context, and even in our own national context when
we look closer, particularly when it comes to its
political connections. This is a helpful nudge for
those of us who carry “Evangelical” in our
denominational name, and to those who want us to
think about dispensing with the term. Here is that
link. And on a related topic is an explanation of
Christian Nationalism from CNN’s Extreme Watch,
and how it is different from mainstream Christianity.
There are a few other things that I plan to
direct your attention to that I have not yet had time to
properly vet. One is a faith/science podcast hosted by
a young man I met over dinner in August at the
ELCA’s churchwide assembly. Another is also a
podcast put out by the St. Louis diocese of the
Roman Catholic church on the place of science in the
church and church school. I also want to invite you
to submit links that you run across that might be
relevant to Cross Links. You can send them to me at
pastor@glccu.org.
+ Pastor Repp
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Sunday
25
World Hunger Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:30am "God's Work; Our
Hands" Sunday
12:30pm Women's AA

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

26
27
10:00am Food 6:00am Food
for Seniors
for Seniors
6:30pm Finance 7:00pm Sweet
Committee
Adelines
Meeting

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28
10:30am Parish
Life Stamping
Session
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
4
5
1:00pm Hymn 5:00pm Bulletin
Selection
Deadline
Committee
7:30pm Choir
2:00pm Worship Rehearsal
& Music
6:00pm
Executive
Committee
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

29
30
10:00am Food
Pantry
5:15pm Mutual
Ministry
7:00pm Bell
Choir

1

6
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm Bell
Choir l

8
9:30am DMA
Recital Practice

9
10
Grace Food Pantry Sunday 10:00am Food
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- for Seniors
In Person & Live Stream
12:30pm Women's AA

11
6:00am Food
for Seniors
7:00pm Council
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

12
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

13
14
15
10:00am Food 7:00pm Stitch & 9:30am DMA
Pantry
Craft
Recital Practice
7:00pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal

16
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
12:30pm Women's AA

17
5:30pm
Property
Committee

18
6:30pm Faith
Circle
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

19
7:00am Food
Pantry Truck
Delivery
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

20
21
Newsletter
Copy Deadline
10:00am Food
Pantry
6:00pm Parish
Life Committee
7:00pm Bell
Choir

23
World Hunger Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
12:30pm Women's AA

24
25
10:00am Food 6:00am Food
for Seniors
for Seniors
6:30pm Finance 7:00pm Sweet
Committee
Adelines
Meeting

26
5:00pm Bulletin
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal

27
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm Bell
Choir

2
3
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Communion
Distribution
10:45am Dare to Dream
Session
12:30pm Women's AA
2:00pm Champaign/Urbana
CROP Hunger Walk

30
31
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
12:30pm Women's AA
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7

22
9:30am DMA
Recital Practice

28
29
7:00pm Stitch & 9:30am DMA
Craft
Recital Practice

