November 2022

Giving Thanks and Praise
One of the criticisms of religious faith, particularly Christianity, is that the
emphasis on worshipping God, and particularly of praising God, depicts God as a
narcissist who wants humans to be groveling sycophants. This is satirized in the
Monty Python film The Meaning of Life in a segment set during morning chapel
at an elite English private school. The school’s chaplain leads a litany that begins
this way: “O Lord… ooh you are so big… so absolutely huge… gosh, we’re all
really impressed down here, I can tell you…” It’s funny because it is at least a
little bit on target. There has been a tendency in the Christian tradition to think that
God needs and demands our admiration and praise. But is this really what God
needs and wants from us? Is this the Christian equivalent of what we consider
more primitive religions making food offerings to their gods in order to feed them
and keep them alive? Does God depend on our praise and thanks? I think you’re
probably sensing that I’m expecting a “no, of course not” answer here, and that
would be accurate. We recently had Jesus’ healing of the ten lepers as our Gospel
reading, which is a text that is also used every three years for our Thanksgiving
service. As I noted in my sermon on that text, Jesus does not really focus on the
nine men’s failure to thank him for healing them. His focus was on their failure to
make a connection between their healing and their relationship with God, because
making that kind of connection is good for them, not because God needs it. All of
the men were cured of their skin disease. But only one of them, the one who made
the connection between his cure and God, was declared to be “made well.” The
Greek word there is also the word for “saved,” but this is not just about life after
death. Salvation in the Bible is just as much about the life that God frees us to live
on this side of the grave. Giving thanks and praise to God, then, is not something
that God needs from us for God’s sake. It is something that we need for ourselves,
something that is meant to proceed naturally as a response to God’s goodness to
us in our lives. Thanking and praising God helps us to remember how important
God is in our lives, to acknowledge that God is in the process of redeeming the
world and making all things new, and that we are a part of that process, both as
recipients and as partners.
+ Pastor Repp
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Upcoming Musical Performances!

I wanted to make sure I share some upcoming
performances I am involved in and hope to see you
there!
• Saturday, Nov. 5, 1PM @ Smith Recital Hall. I’ll
be conducting University Chorus in our fall concert
entitled Dance for Love. The concert will be
livestreamed on our Facebook page too @uiucuc.
More info here: https://fb.me/e/5nBo9tsv6
• Sunday, Nov. 13, 3PM @ Grace is my DMA
Recital. More info here: https://fb.me/e/20rmAtRN5
• Sunday, Dec 4, 3PM @ Krannert. Carol Concert.
More info:
https://krannertcenter.com/events/annual-carolconcert-2022
• Sunday, Dec. 11 during worship, the choir will be
joined by soloists and a small orchestra and present
Charpentier’s In Nativitatem Domini Nostri Jesu
Christi Canticum.
• Sunday, Dec. 18 at 9:15AM, we will have an
extended prelude by the Mahomet-Seymour HS
Madrigals. Come early!

Thanksgiving Eve Service

On Wednesday evening, November 23, we’ll gather
at Grace at 7:00 p.m. with our sisters and brothers
from Good Shepherd Lutheran church as our guests,
for service of the Word and Thanksgiving. Pastor
Lynette Chapman will be our preacher. A monetary
offering will be collected to benefit Immigrant
Services of Champaign-Urbana, and we will also
collect canned goods for the Grace Food Pantry.
Stick around afterwards for Thanksgiving treats in
the narthex following the service.
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Chancel Flower Sign-Up for 2023

You are invited to help beautify the sanctuary with
flowers for Sunday services in 2023. Remember a
special date in your life or a
special person with a
personal dedication. You
may dedicate flowers for
more than one Sunday.
The cost of flowers for one
Sunday is $50 and the florist supplying and
delivering your arrangement to church is Fleurish on
Walnut Street in downtown Champaign. After the
service on the Sunday you dedicate flowers, you may
take the floral arrangement home.
The sign-up will be in the narthex on the Sundays of
October 30, November 6 and November 13
following the church service. Listed below are the
dates which are available for you to sponsor flowers.
We do not use flowers during Lent and not during a
few additional Sundays during the year. If you are
unable to sign up at church, you may call Gloria
Rainer at 217-352-6115 and leave a message about
the date you would like to sponsor flowers. Gloria
will return your call and verify. If you reserve a date
for flowers via a telephone call to Gloria, please send
your check to her at 1009 South Pine Street,
Champaign, 61820 or place your check in the
“Flower mailbox” labeled with Shirley Traugott’s
and Gloria’s names.
At the time you sign-up, please pay for the flowers
using cash or a check. Make checks payable to Grace
Lutheran Church, Memo – Chancel Flowers. Thank
you very much for your support and participation.
If you have any questions, please contact Gloria.
Dates for Sponsored Flowers:
January 8, 15, 22, 29
February 5, 12, 19
April 23, 30
May 7, 14, 21, 28
June 4, 11, 18, 25
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
August 6, 13, 20, 27
September 3, 10, 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
November 5, 12, 19, 26
December 3, 10, 17
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WELCA NEWS: Faith Circle Bible
Study on November 15
Faith Circle will meet Tuesday evening November
15, beginning at 7:00PM in the narthex. Attendance
via Zoom
is
also
available. Jo Fleming is
scheduled to be the lesson
leader and Helen Repp the
hostess. All are invited. Bring a friend. November’s
lesson is the third in a series entitled “Jesus and
Nature: Teachers of Faith,” and the topic is
“creatures.”

"Dare to Dream” Sessions
We’ve had productive discussion at our “Dare to
Dream” strategic planning working sessions thus far.
We want to keep our momentum going by continuing
our conversations about implementing our goals and
ideas for the church. Please join us in the Narthex
after the service on November 6 and first Sundays
thereafter to share your ideas. All are welcome and
refreshments are available at coffee hour.

Stitch & Craft

The Stitch & Craft group meets the second and fourth
Fridays of the month, unless cancelled. Next
meetings will be November 11 and November 25 and
will be held in the Narthex at 7 p.m.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

Your gifts to this fund help people in crisis with
various immediate needs. If you are in a position to
help, please consider making a contribution so that
we can keep the help coming. Thanks!
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Council Actions - Oct. 11, 2022

A. Approve Debbie Peterson as treasurer to fill the
position left by Jim Eckstein to be ratified at
January’s Congregational Meeting. Approved
unanimously.
B. Facility use request Dada Bhagwan Vignan
Institute- Saturday Oct 29, 2022, 1:00-8:00 with fee
of $50.00. Approved- 7 yes/ 1 no.
C. Receive September Financial Report. Received
unanimously.

Fall Clean Up Day

Our fall clean up day will be Saturday, November
5 from 9 a.m. to noon. We will be concentrating on
the outside areas only.
Various tasks are: raking
leaves, cleaning out the
flower beds, trimming back
some bushes and covering
the window air conditioning
units. Please bring rakes, hedge trimmers, power
blowers and gloves. We will provide the paper yard
waste bags. If you have ANY time to come and help,
we would really appreciate it. Coffee and donuts will
be served to start off the day. Rain Date is Saturday,
November 12. Any questions, please ask anyone on
the Property Committee.

Monthly Finance Report

For September, giving was still less than budgeted.
Expenses were more than budgeted.
-Debbie Peterson
Chair, Finance Committee
Year-to-Date

Revenues

Current
Month
$19,540.01

Expenses

30,135.65

254,642.47

NET

(-10,595.64)

(-81,674.82)

$172,967.65

Thank Yous

We want you to know that our contributions to
services organizations beyond the congregation are
much appreciated. This
month Grace received
letters of thanks from
Habitat for Humanity of
Champaign County for
our
donations
and
financial gifts. Thank you!
Also, a "THANK YOU" to Meg Loven, Tina
Fehrenbacher, and Julie Johnson, who gathered on
September 28 to stamp birthday and anniversary
cards for Parish Life.

Great news! There will be a "pumpkin smash" event
in Champaign County this year! This means that after
Halloween (specifically on November 5th), you can
take your jack-o-lanterns and decorative pumpkins to
the Landscape Recycling Center in Urbana for
composting! Of course if you have a yard, you can
choose to compost your pumpkin yourself or leave it
out for wildlife to eat, but this is a great option for
those who don't have such space or aren't currently
engaged in backyard composting. Be sure to remove
candles, googly eyes, or other non-natural additions
from jack-o-lanterns before bringing them to LRC
for composting. Thank you LRC for helping to keep
pumpkins out of landfills!
-Submitted by Susan Monte

Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web
Pages and Access Links and passwords
are available at Email version of
Gracenotes.
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“I want to thank my Grace family for all of the kind
words and wonderful encouragement to forge ahead
into the “octogenarianistic” portion of my life… I
love you all!” - Jo Fleming

Prayer Requests

We have two formal ways of praying for one another
at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship
service, where we pray for people by name in the
Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the
emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes, but not
in the web version. Please send prayer requests for
the Sunday-morning prayers to office@glccu.org.
We also have a tab on our website for prayer requests
at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/.

Haiti Hunger Fight Benefit Concert

Enjoy some great Gospel music, have some snacks
and learn how you can help feed hungry school
children in Haiti for about 25 cents per meal! Trinity
HOPE is a not-for-profit organization that provides a
daily meal for over 62,000 children in Christian
schools across Haiti.
Saturday, November 12, 6:00 PM
Trinity Lutheran Church
701 E. Florida Avenue, Urbana
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"God's Work; Our Hands"
A little over half of the Social Ministry's annual
budget is donated to twelve local charities. One of
those local charities is Family Service of Champaign
County. Family Service has more than a century of
experience adapting to the changing needs of people
in Champaign County. Family Service was the first
human service organization in the county. The
University of Illinois, local business, and faith
leaders collaborated to create support for people
dealing with poverty in the early 1900's. The
program expanded to give support to those affected
by World War I and the Spanish Flu Pandemic.
Family Service collaborated to bring the first
therapeutic counseling services to the county during
the Great Depression. Family Service helped the
families of deployed military personnel with
counseling, employment, and food pantries during
World War II, the Korean, and the Vietnam Wars.
Programs for Seniors were added in the 1970's, and
support groups were added to their services in the
1980's. Children First classes joined Family Service
in the 1990's to help protect children's interests when
their parents separate or divorce. In 2019, counseling
services at Family Service were approved by
Medicaid to expand services to even more people.
Family Service of Champaign County continues
its mission of counseling for individuals, children,
families, and seniors. They also provide many types
of mutual support groups and resources for Seniors.
Some of their Senior programs include; Meals on
Wheels, caregiver support, home care, friendly caller
program, and senior transportation. Family Service
sponsors a Retired & Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP) to connect individuals who want to donate
their skills, experience, and time to helping in our
community. If you would like more information on
the volunteer program (RSVP) or about Family
Service
of
Champaign
County
go
to: www.famservcc.org.

Fall Festival – “Shine” Event Snapshots
Thank you so much to everyone who helped with our
"Shine" Fall Festival on September 25. Thank you
for your generous monetary donations for Lutheran
World Relief and for your donations of towels, soap,
tooth-brushes, and pencils. Thank you to those on the
Social Ministry Committee, Parish Life Committee,
Kathy Eckstein, and Kevin and Claire Vail for their
help with our "God's Work; Our Hands" projects and
lunch. Thank you to Cheryl Lehman, our featured
speaker, from CU at Home. And thanks to everyone
who participated. Working together, we completed
the assembly of 75 school kits and 50 personal care
kits for Lutheran World Relief and prepared 30
sandwiches for the Salvation Army Canteen Run.

Speaker at "Shine" Fall Festival event,
Cheryl Lehman from CU at Home.

“God’s Work, Our Hands” projects

GLC Food Pantry Update

The GLC Food Pantry is very thankful for your
continued support and your prayers on behalf of this
important ministry.
WE ARE IN NEED OF EGG CARTONS AND
PLASTIC BAGS AT THIS TIME. These items can
be placed in the bin outdoors or on the island in the
south kitchen. Interested in donating tangible food
items? If so, please consider purchasing a bag of
fresh apples or fresh produce and leave them on the
large island in the south kitchen with a note labeled
GLC PANTRY.
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Cross Links
There’s lots of interesting faith-science writing and
speaking around the internet these days, a lot more
than I can cover in a single page. I encourage you to
put Covalence, Science for the Church, and The
Clergy Letter Project into your bookmarks and to dig
deeper into what can be found there. Here’s what
caught my attention this month:
FAITH AND SCIENCE
In this month’s edition of Covalence, the editor,
our neighbor Susan Barreto, alerts us to the
publication of a new book by one of my seminary
professors, Philip Hefner, together with some of his
students and collaborators, entitled Human
Becoming in an Age of Science, Technology, and
Faith. This book revisits a concept that was much on
his mind during my student days, namely the idea of
humans as “created co-creators.” What he means is
that while we are certainly the objects of creation
along with the rest of the universe, we have also been
given the ability to participate as agents in God’s
ongoing creation of the world. Particularly notable
here, and so much more a reality over the past three
and a half decades since I was in seminary, are the
areas of genetic modification and artificial
intelligence. The final chapter of Hefner’s book was
shared in the May edition of Covalence, and can be
read at this link.
One of the more contentious areas of recent
scientific analysis has been the topic of climate
change. Many conservative Christians these days
simply do not trust scientists’ assertions that climate
change is real or, if it is, that it is something we
humans are causing through the release of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gasses into the
atmosphere. And that is largely because
environmental issues, which once were non-partisan
(Republican
Richard
Nixon
brought
the
Environmental Protection Agency into being) have
become hyper-politicized, as has conservative
Christianity, as I touched on in a previous Cross
Links. Science for the Church this month lifts up a
recently published book by evangelical Christian and
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atmospheric scientist Kathryn Hayhoe, who is
convinced that there is a faithful and hopeful way to
respond to this problem. Start with her 2018 Ted
Talk, and then explore the other links in the article.
SCIENCE, FAITH, AND PERSONAL LIFE
I am a long-time subscriber to the Christian
Century, a now monthly magazine edited for many
years by the famous Lutheran historical scholar
Martin Marty, and now by his son Peter (that’s Tim
Marty’s uncle and cousin), which sends out weekly
e-mail reflections on the upcoming Sunday readings.
The most recent one touches on social-science
research on happiness and aging in connection with
the issue of suffering and resilience. I thought it was
a particularly good example of weaving together
science and Scripture to throw light onto the nature
life and faith.
SCIENCE AND PREACHING
Following on this comes another example of
using faith and science together, also from Science
for the Church. This is a case study in how that might
happen in the context of preaching. You know that I
have incorporated science in a number of my
sermons over the years, if not quite in the way
exemplified here. Have a look at the sermon sample
linked in this article, and then read the rest of the
article for why incorporating science in preaching
might be one of the more effective ways of helping
us to bridge the faith-science divide.
FAITH AND PUBLIC LIFE
Finally, the Clergy Letter Project point us to this
interview with intellectual historian David Hollinger,
author of a recent book entitled Christianity's
American Fate: How Religion Became More
Conservative and Society More Secular. Early in the
interview, Hollinger cautions us to understand that
Christianity is a mutable idea that changes with
which version of the faith controls the public
narrative, which in recent times has been so-called
evangelicalism. He then gives us a brief account of
how the pendulum has swung away from the more
liberal, cosmopolitan, and progressive approach of
late 19th-century mainstream Protestantism to the
more conservative, reactionary expression of the
faith that has aligned itself with conservative,
nationalist politics in the late 20th and early 21st
centuries. It’s useful context for understanding the
present state of our political landscape.
+ Pastor Repp
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

30
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Manna & Mercy
Sunday School
12:00pm Women's AA
3:00pm Rehearsal- East
Central Illinois Youth
Orchestra

31

1
2
1:00pm Hymn 5:00pm Bulletin
Selection
Deadline
Committee
7:30pm Choir
2:00pm Worship Rehearsal
& Music
6:00pm
Executive
Committee
7:00pm Sweet
Adelines

6
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Communion
Distribution
10:45am Dare to Dream
Session
12:00pm Women's AA
13
Grace Food Pantry Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Manna & Mercy
Sunday School
12:00pm Women's AA
1:00pm DMA Recital

7

8
9
6:00am Food for 5:00pm Bulletin
Seniors
Deadline
6:30pm Sweet 7:30pm Choir
Adelines
Rehearsal
7:00pm Council

20
Newsletter Copy Deadline
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Manna & Mercy
Sunday School
12:00pm Women's AA
27
World Hunger Sunday
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)In Person & Live Stream
10:45am Manna & Mercy
Sunday School
12:00pm Women's AA

Thursday

3
4
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal

10
10:00am Food
Pantry
7:00pm Bell
Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm
Community
Choices
14
15
16
17
10:00am Food 6:30pm Faith
7:00am Food
10:00am Food
for Seniors
Circle
Pantry Truck
Pantry
6:30pm Sweet Delivery
6:00pm Parish
Adelines
10:00am
Life Committee
Comrades of Art 7:00pm Bell
5:00pm Bulletin Choir Rehearsal
Deadline
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
21
22
23
24
5:30pm Property 6:00am Food for 5:00pm Bulletin Thanksgiving
Committee
Seniors
Deadline
Day- Office
6:30pm Sweet 7:00pm
Closed
Adelines
Thanksgiving
Eve Service
7:30pm Choir
Rehearsal
28
29
30
1
10:00am Food 6:30pm Sweet 5:00pm Bulletin 10:00am Food
for Seniors
Adelines
Deadline
Pantry
6:30pm Finance 7:00pm Social 7:30pm Choir
7:00pm Bell
Committee
Ministry
Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal
Meeting
Committee
7:30pm
Women's AA
Group
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Friday

Saturday

5
9:00am Fall
Clean Up Day

11
12
7:00pm Stitch & 9:00am Fall
Craft
Clean Up DayRAIN date
9:30am DMA
Recital Practice

18

19

25
26
7:00pm Stitch &
Craft

2

3

