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Faith as Trust in God’s Promises 
 
Many of you know that a traditional Lutheran slogan is “Justification by Faith.” 
Justification is not a word we use much in everyday speech, and so when we hear 
that slogan we might focus in on that part of it. “Justification… what is that again?” 
(It means being in right relationship with God). But faith is also a word we often 
use in ways that have little to do with what this core Lutheran concept is really 
about. If someone, for instance, “has faith that everything will work out in the 
end,” that’s really saying that that person is hopeful, or is an optimist. “You gotta 
have faith,” people will often say, without any reference to God. Depending upon 
who the speaker is, they may or may not imply some kind of faith in God. But 
even when we are explicit about faith being in God, that we “believe in God,” what 
is meant in casual conversation might be no more than believing that God exists. 
What Martin Luther and the other reformers around him meant by faith, though, 
was something very specific. It meant not simply believing that God exists. For 
most people of their time the existence of God wasn’t up for debate. It was 
assumed, and they wouldn’t have thought of that assumption as faith. For them 
faith meant trust, and trust in specific promises: the promise that by his death and 
resurrection Jesus conquered the powers of sin, death, and evil, the promise that 
in Holy Baptism we are claimed by God as God’s own children and made members 
of the body of Christ, and the promise that in the church, through God’s word and 
sacraments, we are forgiven our sins and given the gift of faith. And this last point, 
that faith is a gift, was crucial for the Lutheran reformers. Faith is not something 
we can come to independent of God’s activity. It is not a work that we can perform, 
or a requirement that we can meet. As Luther wrote in his explanation to the third 
article of the Apostle’s Creed, “I believe that by my own understanding or strength 
I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him.” That’s astonishing, if 
you think about it. We cannot believe by our own strength or understanding. How 
do we get faith, then? By sharing the promises of God through Jesus Christ. When 
we tend to those promises and make sure that they are made on God’s behalf every 
time we gather, then the Holy Spirit creates faith in us. We are called to be a 
promising community. That’s our task. The rest is God’s. + Pastor Repp

 
 

- 2 - 
Reflections on Choir Anthem 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Manna & Mercy 

 

- 3 - 
Faith Circle Bible Study 

Lutheran School of Theology 
Spring Class 

 

- 4 - 
Dare to Dream Session 

Congregational Meeting 
Outcome 

Stitch & Craft 
Monthly Finance Report 

Birthday & Anniversaries 
 

- 5 - 
Council Corner: January meeting 

 

- 6 – 
GLC Food Pantry Feb. Update 

 

- 7 – 
Cross Links 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

February 2023 



   

 

Grace Connections — February 2023 2 

Reflections on a Choir Anthem 
Dear Grace, 
 
I wanted to share with you some comments about the 
choir anthem from January 15, Bach's setting of O 

Morning Star--perfect for 
Epiphanytide. This chorale 
is often called the “Queen of 
Chorales,” paired with the 
“King of Chorales” Wake, 
Awake ELW 436. Both are 
by Philipp Nicolai (1556–
1608). He wrote both text 

and tune, which is not only unusual, but is also 
interesting that these texts and tunes have been 
married since their inception, unlike many well-
known hymns. The text is based on Psalm 45, is a 
hymn to Jesus, and when centered and laid out 
according to the rhyme scheme forms a chalice! 
 
O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God's own truth and light, 
aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob's line, King David's son, 
our Lord and Savior, you have won 
our hearts to serve you only! 
Lowly,  
holy! 
Great and glorious,  
all victorious, 
rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o'er all possessing! 
 
     Bearing a striking resemblance to Martin 
Rinkhart's (text writer for “Now Thank We All Our 
God”) story, Nicolai was a pastor during an outbreak 
of the plague in 1597–98, where he sometimes did as 
many as 30 funerals/day, and his home overlooked 
the cemetery. This chorale is yet another reminder of 
the beauty that can come out of such suffering. 
     Bach's setting is BWV 1 (that's right, 1!). We did 
the final chorale from that cantata. Originally written 
for services on March 25, 1725 for the Feast of the 

Annunciation. Annunciation almost always fell 
during Lent, which at that time in Leipzig churches 
had limited music. There was no polyphony and 
there were no instruments in Advent and Lent. 
Congregational singing of hymns and the liturgy 
continued, but it was always done a cappella all the 
time; so that was no change from the norm. The 
organ introduced it with more or less complex 
introductions. Perhaps during Advent and Lent a 
single singer or a choral group could have introduced 
them or the organ could have been used with the 
sparest possible settings. If Annunciation fell during 
Holy Week, it was celebrated on Palm Sunday, and 
the music ban was lifted. Such was the case here and 
two other times during Bach’s tenure. This piece also 
closed his second year of church cantatas. 
 
You can listen to our offertory HERE.  

 
          -Andy Bruhn, Director of Music 

 
Ash Wednesday Service 

Lent starts Wednesday, 
February 22 with a service 
of Holy Communion and 
Imposition of Ashes at 7:00 
p.m. Join us as we begin this 
season of contemplating and 
celebrating God’s ultimate 
work of love for us in Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. 
 
 

 
Manna and Mercy 

Manna and Mercy Sunday School will resume on 
Sunday, February 12. Join us in the Hoffmeister 
Room at 10:45 or join us online using the Grace 
Meeting Zoom link as we continue this fresh look at 
the story of God revealed in the Bible. You are 
welcome to attend even if you haven’t yet ordered a 
book.   
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WELCA NEWS: Faith Circle 
 

Faith Circle is scheduled to meet on Tuesday 
evening, February 21, beginning at 7PM in the 
narthex. Jo Fleming will be the lesson leader and 
Helen Repp the hostess. 
     The Bible study is from the January-February 
issue of "Gather" magazine, a publication of 
WELCA. February's lesson is the second in a series 

focusing on the Ten 
Commandments.  All are 
welcome. Attending via 
Zoom is also a possibility. 
     If we must cancel the 
in-person meeting 
because of adverse 
weather, we will still meet 
via ZOOM.  

 
 

Lutheran School of Theology: 
Spring Classes 

Lutheran School of Theology is pleased to present 
three classes in the coming months. We hope you'll 
join us! All are open for registration and detailed 
information is at https://lststl.org/classes. If you are 
registering for the first time, be sure to allow email 
messages from administrator@lststl.org to enter 
your inbox to receive all pertinent class 
information. 
     Since all of our classes are currently offered 
through Zoom we are able to share recording 
links for your viewing at a time more suitable for 
you whenever permission is granted by instructors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://lststl.org/classes
mailto:administrator@lststl.org
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"Dare to Dream” Session 
 

Come join us on February 5 for the next Dare to 
Dream session. We will meet after service at 10:45 
in the Narthex. We will discuss listing Grace Church 
in the directory of Affirming Faith Communities 
https://www.unitingpride.org/affirming-faith - and 
becoming a Reconciling in Christ faith community. 
 

 
Monthly Finance Report 

The 2022 Financial year ended with actual income 
much less than budgeted and reduced spending in the 
last quarter of 2022 helped keep expenses lower than 
budgeted.  
  November ended with a deficit of ($-94,227.56) but 
increased giving in December and less spending has 
us ending 2022 with a deficit of only ($-40,413.60). 
 
DECEMBER 2022 Finance Report 
 
 

 Current Month Year-to-Date 
Income $71,304.47 $278,992.98 

Expenses $17,490.51 $319,406.58 
NET $52,813.96 ($-40,413.60) 

  
Stitch & Craft 

The Stitch & Craft group meets the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month, unless cancelled. Next 
meetings will be February 10 and 24, and they will 
be held in the Narthex at 7 p.m. Hope to see you then! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
We have two formal ways of praying for one another 
at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship 
service, where we pray for people by name in the 
Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the 
emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes, but not 
in the web version.  
     Please send prayer requests for the Sunday-
morning prayers to Jessica at office@glccu.org. We 
also have a tab on our website for prayer requests that 
you can access at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/. 
 

 

Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web 
Pages and Access Links and passwords 

are available at Email version of 
Grace Connections. 

  

mailto:office@glccu.org
https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/
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Council Corner- Jan. 2023 
 

The following are the motions that were passed.   
A. Set the January Congregational Meeting 
Agenda - unanimously passed with no updates. 
Copies of the agenda and  the 2 previous  
congregational meetings (May and Sept. 2022)  
will be on the  table in the  narthex by Sun  Jan 
15  service  
B. Set the  date for the  May Congregational 
meeting - May 21, 2023  after service - 
unanimously passed 
C. Receive December Financial Report - 
Debbie reviewed the DEC   reports.   Grace ended 
the year with a deficit of only (-$40,413.60). She 
will also be writing a summary to go with the 
monthly reports which may help everyone 
understand our finances a bit better.   
D. Approve the Budget for 2023 for the 
Congregational Meeting - This version was 
approved by Finance committee and forwarded 
to council. Various changes were made by 
council and voted on individually:  
° Income estimate was raised from $250,000 to 
$275,000. Vote  YES  6 -  NO  2   
°Restore  Synod Apportionment  back to  10% of 
Actual Giving from 5 % - Vote  YES  8 -     NO  0 
° Restore St. Andrews  giving back to 1% of  
Actual  giving -  Vote: YES  8 -  NO  0  
° Pastors Package – discussion and negotiations 
ensued.  Finance Com recommended that Pastor 
pay Health insurance for his spouse $14,101.  
After much discussion - Pastor agreed to: Pay 
half the insurance for Helen - $7,050 and in turn 
he would  get one more  week of  vacation (  5  
weeks  total) and  would waive  any   request  for 
Sabbatical leave in 2023. Vote: YES  7-  NO  0  
° At the end of the budget discussions - the deficit 
would be (-$7,509.00) with increased  giving by  
$25,000  more  
° This DRAFT 4 - PLAN C - modified by council 
version was approved and is what will be 
presented at the Budget Forum  on Sun., Jan. 15th 
and brought forth to the Congregational meeting 
on  JAN 29  

 
MOTIONS to EXTEND the meeting - During 
discussions - 2 Motions were  made to extend the 
meeting by  15  minutes  each -  both approved 
unanimously  

January 2023 Congregational 
Meeting summary 

 
The January Congregational Budget meeting passed 
the following motions: 

1) Passed -- Elected  Synod Assembly 
Delegates: Debbie Peterson and Kevin Vail  

and Alternates: Claire Vail and Dan Lepp  
 

2) Passed --Confirmed Debbie Peterson as 
Treasurer until June 2023. 

 
3) Passed---The  2023  Budget with the  

following  amendments:  
• Added  back in $500 to Youth Sunday  

School line item 
• Added back in Child Care Providers line 

item  $1080  and   
And Add to Lay Staff FICA item $82.62  

 
There were 5 motions from the floor and the 2 
above passed. 

 
During the discussion on the budget, the question 
was called to end debate on the budget  
– YES 41   - NO 3  
 
Proceeding to a vote - the amended budget was 
Passed 
 
Thanks to all that attended the meeting and 
participated in the discussion. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Debbie Peterson  

 

Thank Yous 
We want you to know that our contributions to 
services organizations beyond the congregation are 
much appreciated. This month Grace received a letter 
of thanks from Promise Healthcare for our donations 
and financial gifts last year. Thank you! 
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  GLC Food Pantry February Update 
 

 
 

The beginning of a new calendar year is typically a time for the GLC Pantry Board to look back at the previous 
year and make general observations about how things went. Looking back at “where we’ve been” often helps 
give us an idea about “where we are going.” In just a few weeks, it will have been three full years since the 
pandemic brought unprecedented changes to all our lives and to our routines.  
     We have much to be thankful for. Our ministry has continued uninterrupted except for two very nasty 
Thursdays in February 2022, when much of the region shut down because of dangerous wintry weather. We 
have continued to be blessed with generous financial contributions, which enable us to buy food to distribute. 
We have also benefited from grant monies that subsidize our costs. Our faithful volunteers have persevered 
with us. There are typically 8-10 volunteers helping with Thursday distribution. The drive-through method of 
distribution has worked quite well. For a few more months we will continue with this method and revisit the 
issue based on guidance from our community health professionals. 
     In 2022 we had 1,515 client family visits, representing 6,000 individuals served. This was an increase from 
1,342 visits in 2021, representing 4,751 individuals.  (Our clients may visit our pantry only one Thursday per 
month; many come every month.) The average number of families served each week was 31. Our busiest 
month was September, with 183 families served. We served only 72 families in February because we were 
closed two Thursdays. Discounting February as an aberration, the average number of families we served 
monthly was 130.  The weekly average was 31 families in 2022 compared to 26 families in 2021. 
     We began 2022 with $27,300 in reserves. We spent $21,476.10 on food purchasing. Furthermore, we 
received grant monies totaling $16,564.29, so the total amount of money spent in 2022 was $38,040.39. We 
believe that this the largest amount of money used to purchase food in the history of GLC Food Pantry. Clearly 
the grant monies available to us was very helpful. 2021 was a ‘slow” year and we also benefited from grant 
monies (exact amount not available), so we spent only $7,738.59 from our reserves. 
     We begin 2023 with just over $15,000 in reserves. We typically spend $3000-$4000 monthly on food 
purchasing, primarily from Eastern Illinois Foodbank. As a point of clarification, our monies are totally 
separate from the general operating fund of the church.  We rely solely on direct contributions to the pantry, 
and increasingly on the various community grants that assist families experiencing food insecurity. 
     We move into this new year with a deep faith that God will continue to bless our work, that generous 
donors will continue to entrust funds to us to buy food, and with much gratitude for the privilege of doing 
this important work in Jesus’s name to reach out into our community to help those in need. We appreciate 
your prayers, your support, and your financial contributions.  
 

The GLC Pantry Board,  
 

Kathy Bowersox 
Jim Fleming 
Dale Herrstrom 
Karen Krusa 
Royce Wilken 
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  Cross Links 

 
 
CrossLinks is back from its winter break with links 
to resources exploring the relationship of faith and 
science, the implications and challenges of artificial 
intelligence for faith and life, and how people of faith 
can respond to the current crises of climate change. 
Happy reading (and/or listening and watching)!  
 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF FAITH AND SCIENCE 
     A good place to start this month is with a 2019 
article from Covalence Magazine, which they drew 
attention to again this month. The article lays out 
misconceptions about the nature of both science and 
religion, including their focus and scope, in order to 
help us avoid caricatures of both and allow us the 
possibility of appreciating and accepting them for 
what they really are. The author of the article is a 
Lutheran pastor from South Carolina who has his 
own web site, where you can read more about him, 
and also find a page of helpful links to further explore 
religion and science (and also just astronomy.) 
 
FAITH AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
     Science for the Church points us this month to an 
article on christianscholars.com that ponders the 
emerging field of artificial intelligence (AI) and the 
urgent issues raised by the unveiling of ChatGPT, a 
program that can generate written text that is hard to 
distinguish from human writing. This has led some 
to conclude that college essays may now be a thing 
of the past, since students could simply have their 
computers write their assignments for them. 
(However, there are also apparently programs being 
created that can detect AI-created work, so who 
knows?). This article lines up nicely with three posts 
in recent Science for the Church newsletters. The 
first takes on what it means to be human, particularly, 
what it is that distinguishes humans from other 
animals, and whether that is a matter of kind or 
merely extent. The second is a review of a 2021 book 
by famed British novelist Kazuo Ishiguro, which 
tells its story from the point of view of an AI tutor to 
a young child, and explores the question of human 
distinctiveness from the direction not of animals but 

of machines. The third is an interview with a scholar 
who studies how digital technology is shaping our 
lives and affecting the way we relate to one another 
when we are together in real (as opposed to virtual) 
spaces. A follow up is promised in the coming week, 
so you can check back there soon.  
 
FAITH AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
     The Clergy Letter Project lifts up a lecture from a 
Roman Catholic perspective exploring the need for 
“ecotheology,” and proposing something called 
“pansacramentology,” the idea that all of the material 
world is permeated by God’s presence and is thus a 
means of conveying God’s grace. Also on the topic 
of climate change comes a brief article in Covalence 
reporting on an ecumenical and interfaith initiative 
associated with the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference held recently in Egypt. The initiative lays 
out ten spiritual principles for climate repentance, 
which can be found on its website here. 
 
MORE RELATIONSHIP OF FAITH AND SCIENCE 
     I’ll finish where I started, with something that just 
came to my attention on my Facebook feed as I was 
writing this page. I have not looked at it yet myself, 
but trust the source implicitly. He is a colleague from 
my involvement in the National Workshop for 
Christian Unity, a pastor in Iowa also named Chris, 
who also just happens to be Caitlyn Reinders’ former 
pastor. Here’s what he writes: “I just finished 
streaming this series, and it is absolutely one of the 
best things I have ever watched. If you are interested 
in cutting edge science and also have a spiritual or 
philosophical bent, you need to watch this. It is 
currently showing on PBS, but you can stream it for 
free at searchingformeaning.org.” 

+ Pastor Repp 
      

 

https://www.luthscitech.org/can-science-alone-explain-our-world/
https://www.luthscitech.org/can-science-alone-explain-our-world/
https://mysteryandawe.com/
https://mysteryandawe.com/
https://mysteryandawe.com/links/
https://christianscholars.com/chatgpt-and-the-rise-of-ai/
https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/01/10/how-are-humans-unique/
https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/01/10/how-are-humans-unique/
https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/01/17/the-klarity-of-ai/
https://scienceforthechurch.org/2023/01/24/how-technology-disciples-us-an-interview-with-felicia-wu-song-part-one/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4AxTOZX27g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4AxTOZX27g
https://www.luthscitech.org/religious-leaders-stand-together-during-cop-27/
https://climaterepentance.com/
http://searchingformeaning.org/?fbclid=IwAR3tdMRVm0e_YLvV2EbHhYVUCthOmWbK0HZPCzWnYTd8k60KBnm4265I5AE
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February 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal  

2 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal  

3 4 

5 
9:30am Worship (Hybrid)- 
In Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Parking Lot 
Communion Distribution  
10:45am Dare to Dream 
Session  
12:00pm Women's AA  

6 7 
1:00pm Hymn 
Selection 
Committee  
2:00pm 
Worship & 
Music  
4:30pm 
Executive 
Committee  
6:30pm Sweet 
Adelines  

8 
4:00pm DMA 
Recital - Ted 
Turner  
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal  

9 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal  

10 
7:00pm Stitch 
& Craft  

11 

12 
Grace Food Pantry 
Sunday  
9:30am Worship (Hybrid)- 
In Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  

13 
10:00am Food 
for Seniors  
6:30pm 
Finance 
Committee 
Meeting  

14 
6:00am Food 
for Seniors  
6:30pm Sweet 
Adelines  
7:00pm 
Council  

15 
7:00am Food 
Pantry Truck 
Delivery  
10:00am 
Comrades of 
Art  
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal  

16 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal  

17 18 

19 
9:30am Worship (Hybrid)- 
In Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  

20 
Newsletter 
Copy Deadline  
5:30pm 
Property 
Committee  

21 
6:30pm Sweet 
Adelines  
7:00pm Faith 
Circle  

22 
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
7:00pm  Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 
7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal  

23 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal  

24 
7:00pm Stitch 
& Craft  

25 
9:00am Guitar 
Service- 
Rehearsal  

26 
World Hunger Sunday  
9:30am Worship (Hybrid)- 
In Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  

27 
10:00am Food 
for Seniors  

28 
6:00am Food 
for Seniors  
6:30pm Sweet 
Adelines  
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