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Welcome to Grace! 
We're glad you’ve joined us as we assemble to be encountered by God in this service through 

word and sacrament. We believe that God is at work here to create and sustain faith in God’s 

promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ. We use a rich, traditional 

pattern of worship that dates to the early days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a 

bit of a learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to 

get everything the first time. We’ll “carry” you until you get a feel for it. This way of worshipping 

also includes postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or comfortable for 

everyone. Please know that you are free to do what works for you. 
 

The global pandemic is not yet over, and Grace is committed to following all public health 

guidelines. We ask that everyone wear a mask when singing, and at all other times to exercise 

your own discretion. Green tape crosses on the floor in the center aisle and up front are intended 

to help you keep your distance from others during Communion. Please see the Communion 

section of the service below for more.  
 
 
 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and info. 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

                      (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings 

                      (Purple Hymnal) 

“Favorite Hymn” request 

 
 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are in the hall to the left of the 

main entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the sanctuary 

windowsills. 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the entrance.  
 

 

As We Gather: Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find 

wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, 

the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for 

righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural 

way of living and serving.  
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Gathering 
 

Prelude        The Grace Bell Choir 
 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                                 Arr. Leah J. Hefner   
 
Welcome   

 
The assembly stands. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

     by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

     we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

 
 

Gathering Hymn    Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life               ELW 719   
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 
Canticle of Praise 

 
 



6 
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Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving 

for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Word 
 

Children’s Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 

First Reading                                                    Micah 6:1-8 NRSV  
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. 
God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish 
sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love 
loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
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 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalmody                             Psalm 15 NRSV 

   
Refrain(R):  
 
 
 
Tone: 
 
 
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 
3they do not slander with the tongue,  

they do no evil | to their friends; 

they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected,  

    but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

    They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  

nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent.  

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 
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Second Reading                1 Corinthians 1:18-31 NRSV 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and 
offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation 
through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom 
and power for believers. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, 

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

  



10 

The assembly stands.  
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

Gospel                  Matthew 5:1-12 NRSV 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

The assembly is seated.  
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Sermon  Pastor Chris Repp 
 
The assembly stands. 

 
Hymn of the Day 
 Oh, Praise the Gracious Power    ELW 651  

(v. 1-2, 4-5,7 - ALL, v. 3- low voices, v. 6- treble voices)   
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Apostles Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Each petition concludes: 
Merciful God,  

receive our prayer.  
 

The prayers conclude: 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 

in Christ crucified.  

Amen. 

 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
The people may greet those with them with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. With others, please share a sign of peace from a distance. 
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 
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Meal 
 

Offering  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Please place your offering in the offering box in the center aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate. 

 
 

Offertory                 The Grace Bell Choir 
 Simple Gifts                           Arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 
   
 
The assembly stands. 
 

 
 
Offering Verse   

                  

http://glccu.org/donate
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Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving  
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

☩ 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

 

  

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death,  

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,  

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;  

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and 

Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine,  

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 

blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your 

holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 

Communion 
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 

To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle, observing physical distancing by 
using the green crosses on the floor, and proceed to the pastor. (Note: gluten-free, dairy-free, 
wheat-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to the to 
receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is available in the center of 
each tray.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Communion Hymns 
 O God of Mercy, God of Light                ELW 714 
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 We Place upon Your Table, Lord                                ELW 467 

 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  
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Prayer After Communion 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice,  

love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

Amen.  

 

Sending 
 
(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
 

 
 
Sending Hymn   

 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart                                              ELW 873 
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Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude   
 
 
 

Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Claire Vail 

Reader:  Dan Lepp  

Deacons:     Van Bowersox  

Ushers:                              Grigorescu &  

                                   Thackery families 

Greeters:      Jeff & Tina Fehrenbacher 

 Director of Music: Andy Bruhn 

Organist:   Mike Keeley   

Sound Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Video Technician:  Dave Brown 

Office Assistant:   Jessica Hunt 

 

 Chancel flowers are given by Russ Dankert  
In loving memory of Jane Dankert 

  

 Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, © 2006, and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2019, by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811. 

  

 Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

 


