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Low Anthropology and the Season of Lent 
 
     I’m in a book group that is reading and discussing a book called “Low 
Anthropology: The Unlikely Key to a Gracious View of Others (and Yourself).” 
It’s written by David Zahl, a lay theologian and the founder and director of 
Mockingbird Ministries (Mockingbird.org), which seeks to connect Christian faith 
to daily life. I highly recommend both the book and the website as resources for 
your life of faith. The word “anthropology” as Zahl uses it has to do with one’s 
understanding of human nature. “Low anthropology” is contrasted with “high 
anthropology” throughout the book. High anthropology has a high view of human 
nature. It is the message we encounter in advertising, politics, and the general 
culture that we have unlimited potential, that we can perfect ourselves and our 
society if only we try. If you work hard enough you can become whatever you 
want to be. You can become rich, famous, even the president! A high anthropology 
tells us that humans are basically good, that our fate is in our hands. It’s very 
flattering, very attractive. No wonder it’s so popular. But is it true?  
    A low anthropology is skeptical of such claims. It recognizes that humans are 
limited in all sorts of ways, that we are the products of forces beyond our control, 
and that we cannot, in fact, do or be whatever we imagine. We are mortal. We 
have limited grasp of the world around us. And we are also self-centered and beset 
by complicated mix of impulses, some helpful, some not so much. 
     Zahl has noticed that a high anthropology puts the blame on us when we fail to 
meet its high expectations. If we are perfectible, then anything short of perfection 
is our failure, for which there is no sympathy. It makes us contemptuous of 
ourselves and of others. “Try harder” (and buy more!) is the only response to the 
difficulties of life. Low anthropology, on the other hand, surprisingly leads us to 
have compassion on ourselves and others, to look to God and to one another when 
times are hard, and to give thanks when times are good.  
     Lent is the season of low anthropology. It helps us to be real about who we are 
and who God is, and it opens us up to the resurrection life that God is working in 
us through Jesus Christ. It may not be very flattering, but it tells us the truth about 
who we are, and it leads us to who God is creating us to be. + Pastor Repp
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Midweek Services 
Lenten Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
takes place Wednesdays during Lent 
from March 1 through March 29. We 
will again use “Behold, Your Light 
Has Come” as our setting for the 
service this year.  

 
Upcoming Musical Performances! 

 

Dear Grace, 
  
I wanted to share some upcoming performances I 
have with you! Hope to see you there! 
• March 4, 1PM @ Smith Recital Hall: University 
Chorus presents Songs & Sonnets. Music by 

Whitacre, George 
Shearing, Fauré, 
Josquin, and David 
Brunner. It will be 
livestreamed here: 

https://www.facebook.com/UIUCUC 
• April 7, Good Friday 7PM @ Grace! The Grace 
Choir, soloists, and orchestra will present Schütz's 
The Seven Words of Christ on the Cross as part of 
the Good Friday service. 
• April 29, 1PM @ Smith Recital Hall: University 
Chorus and Illini Strings present Zelenka's Miserere.  
You can access the livestream here: 
https://www.facebook.com/UIUCUC 
 

          -Andy Bruhn, Director of Music 
 

Manna and Mercy 
Manna and Mercy Sunday School continues in 
March on all but the first Sunday of the month. Join 
us in the Hoffmeister Room at 10:45 or join us online 
using the Grace Meeting Zoom link as we continue 
this fresh look at the story of God revealed in the 
Bible. You are welcome to attend even if you haven’t 
attended so far or ordered a book.   
 

New & Current Members 
On The Way is an opportunity 
to inquire about, explore, or 
deepen your understanding 
and practice of the Christian 
faith. During Lent we’ll be 
focusing on the Lutheran 
“take” on the faith, through the 
lens of Luther’s Small 
Catechism. We’ll meet on 
Monday evenings in Chapel or on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 
from March 6 through April 3.  
 

WELCA NEWS: Faith Circle 
 

Faith Circle will meet Tuesday 
evening, March 21, beginning 
at 7 p.m. in the narthex. Kathy 
Bowersox is scheduled to be 

the lesson leader and Carol Shupp the hostess.  All 
are invited to participate in this small group Bible 
study and fellowship opportunity. 
 

Help Beautify the Chancel for 
Easter Sunday 

You may sign up for Easter chancel flowers                                                  
after the Sunday service on the following two 

Sundays: March 19th and 26th. 
Purchase an Easter Lily or a 
Hydrangea for Easter with a 
dedication of your choice (in honor 
of, in memory of, or in celebration of 

a loved one). After the Easter service, you may take 
your plant home or you may leave it at Grace for 
another Sunday for use in the chancel. Thank you.   
Prices have not yet been determined but they will be 
approximately the following:  
Easter Lily - $15 
Hydrangea - $25 

 
If you have questions, please contact Gloria 
Rainer.  
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"Dare to Dream” Session 
 

Come join us on March 5 for the next Dare to Dream 
session. We will meet after service at 10:45 in the 
Narthex. We will discuss listing Grace Church in the 
directory of Affirming Faith Communities 
https://www.unitingpride.org/affirming-faith - and 
becoming a Reconciling in Christ faith community. 
 

 
Special Congregational Meeting  
A Special Congregational Meeting has been called 
on Sunday, March 26, 2023, after service to consider 
only one proposal: To sell the 916 W. Springfield 
House. The Special Congregational meeting cannot 
consider any other business at that time. 

Background Information: Grace has been informed 
that the tenant in the 916 Springfield Ave House, 
will be moving out by 15 April. The tenant has not 
had a lease since about 2018 and the rent of $875 has 
not been raised during that time.  

Last summer, we held a number of meetings to 
discuss what to do with the rental properties we own 
– at the time we had 4 houses. We voted to sell the 
913 Union house on 11 Sept. 2022 and the sale was 
closed on 22 Nov. 2022. The sales proceeds allowed 
us to pay down our mortgage quite a bit, but we still 
have about $72,000 left on the Mission Investment 
Fund mortgage. Selling another property would 
eliminate the debt completely.  

The motion will be: 

Be It Resolved, that Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church sell the 916 W. Springfield 
Ave House.    

If you have any questions, please contact Debbie 
Peterson. 

 

Council Corner- Feb. 2023 
The following are the motions that were passed: 

1) Appoint Russ Dankert to fill the term of 
Member-at-large- Jame Miller, through May 
2025. Approved unanimously  

2) Receive the Audit  report  for 2022 (audit was 
performed on Sat., Feb 11) Approved 
unanimously as amended to correct audit 
committee names 
 

3) Motion on Pastor’s Housing allowance. 
There is no change from last year; it’s a 
formality for taxes. Approved unanimously  
 

4) Motion to accept the updated Annual review 
of the letter of call for Pastor. Approved 
unanimously 

 
5) Facility use request - The Line Film 

Company, Feb. 22 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
fellowship hall, Rainbow Room and 
Hoffmeister Room. Home base for filming 
nearby. Fee $100.  Approved (one “no”) 

 

Monthly Finance Report 
The 2023 Financial year started off with income 
exceeding expenses, but noting that we did not pay 
synod benevolence. For 2023, we will be paying 10% 
of the Actual Income instead of Budgeted Income. 
So the synod payment will be made in Feb. for Jan.  

 
JAN.  

Monthly  
Report  

CURRENT   
MONTH 

YEAR-TO-
DATE 

REVENUES $29,200.17 $29,200.17 

EXPENSES $26,828.17 $26,828.17 

NET $2,372.00   $2,372.00 
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Lenten Soup Suppers 
Lenten Soup Suppers will be held 
on Wednesday evenings beginning 
at 5:30 in the narthex. These simple 
meals will precede the Lenten mid-
week worship that begins at 

7:00PM.  Please sign up to help prepare soup or bring 
bread.  A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

 
Stitch & Craft 

The Stitch & Craft group 
meets the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month, unless 
cancelled. Next meetings will 
be March 10 and 24, and they 
will be held in the Narthex at 7 
p.m. Hope to see you then! 

 
 

Parish Life Card Stamping  
Parish Life Committee will have 
a stamping session led by Meg 
Loven, on Monday, March 6, 
beginning at 10:30 AM in the 
narthex. Everyone is invited to 
help stamp birthday and anniversary cards that Meg 
provides and volunteers mail each  moth to those 
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries.  
 

Seeking nursery worker 
Seeking one paid nursey worker. Sundays 9:15- 
11:45, $15 dollars per hour. Also we need a pool of 
volunteers to be the second person in the nursery. 
The volunteers would need to be on "standby" for an 
assigned Sunday.  If you have a lead on a paid worker 
and/or wish to volunteers, please let Claire Vail or 
Nancy Marshall know.  
 

Grace Meeting Zoom Link and Web 
Pages and Access Links and passwords 

are available at Email version of 
Grace Connections. 

 
 
 

Spring & Easter Are Coming….. 
Outdoor Clean-Up Afternoon on Saturday, March 
25, noon-3pm. To include clearing, sweeping, 
tidying of outdoor entryway areas, seasonal tending 
to planting beds along east entry walkway, and other 
miscellaneous outdoor tasks as weather permits.  
Susan Monte invites your assistance. Updates to be 
provided as we get closer to March 25. 
 
Interior Spring Clean-Up Day on Saturday, April 1, 
9 a.m. to noon. Please come out to help us do some 
deep cleaning in the Narthex and Sanctuary before 
our Easter week activities. We will have a list of 
chores including some all-around general clean up 
tasks. Coffee and donuts will be provided, as extra 
enticement. If you have any questions, please contact 
Debbie Peterson. 
 

Thank Yous 
Oour contributions to services organizations beyond 
the congregation are much appreciated. This month 
Grace received a letter of thanks from the 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod and Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois for our donations and financial 
gifts last year. Thank you very much! 
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March Birthdays 
Virginia Lehmann (1) 

Kathy Eckstein (5) 
Paul Lehmann (5) 

Del Ehler (7) 
Laurinda Osterbur (9) 

Michele Brown (9) 
Charles Walworth (15) 

Carol Larson (24) 
Amy Nicely (24) 
Kevin Vail (26) 

Dave Larson (27) 
Helen Repp (27) 

Grace Wilken (28) 
Susan Monte (30) 
Gloria Rainer (31) 

 

March Anniversaries 
 

John & Jan Ison (8) 
Allison & Dennis Archer (21) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Office Hours Begin March 6! 
Starting Monday, March 6, the Grace Office will 
change office hours. The new office hours will be 
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday. Come in a little 
earlier if you need anything, and 
if you have any questions please 
let Jessica know. Thank you! 
 

Fifth Feast 
On January 29th, 17 members from Grace gathered 
at the Siam Terrace for food and fellowship. It was a 
nice evening trying out new foods and making 
connections with new and old friends from Grace. If 
you were unable to join us in January, the next Fifth 
Feast will be on April 30th at 5:00. Watch for more 
information coming in April. 
 

 

Prayer Requests 
We have two formal ways of praying for one another 
at Grace. One is in the Sunday morning worship 
service, where we pray for people by name in the 
Prayers of Intercession. They will also be listed in the 
emailed and printed versions of GraceNotes, but not 
in the web version.  
     Please send prayer requests for the Sunday-
morning prayers to Jessica at office@glccu.org. We 
also have a tab on our website for prayer requests that 
you can access at https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

mailto:office@glccu.org
https://glccu.org/prayer-requests/
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Welcome Shower for the Refugee 
Center! 

Welkom / Karibu / Bem Vinda / Tervetuloa 
Social Ministry’s Lenten Project for 2023 is to 
provide much-needed housing supplies to clients of 
The Refugee Center.  
To participate, bring one or two items from the 

housing supply list 
below during any 
Sunday in March and 
deposit them in our 
Lenten Project boxes.  
Then, on Palm 
Sunday, April 2nd, 
we’ll hold a Welcome 
Shower at church for 

The Refugee Center and present them with the items 
collected. 
We hope you enjoy shopping for and providing items 
to help support this vulnerable population in our 
community! Let’s make them feel welcome in any 
language! 
Questions? Contact Linda Laugges or Peggy 
Waltershausen. 
Housing Supply List of Items Needed by The 
Refugee Center:  
Cleaning Supplies—dish soap, bathroom/kitchen 
cleanser, sponges or cleaning rags, laundry 
detergent, mop or broom, trash bags 
Toiletries – toilet paper, shampoo, soap or body 
wash, toothbrushes, toothpaste, personal hygiene 
products 
Kitchen Items – mixing/serving bowls, dishes, 
silverware, kitchen utensils, pots and pans 
Linens / Other Items – towels, blankets, pillows, 
pillowcases, alarm clock, paper, pens or pencils 
Diapers – sizes 6, 7 or 8   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Food Pantry- Update 
 

159 - Families 
566 – Individuals 

Served in February 2023 
 

The GLC Food Pantry is very thankful for your 
continued support and your prayers on behalf of this 
important ministry. Interested in donating tangible 
food items? If so, please consider purchasing a bag 
of fresh apples or fresh produce and leave them on 
the large island in the south kitchen with a note 
labeled GLC PANTRY. Thank you very much! 
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  Cross Links 

 
 

This month’s CrossLinks starts by straying a bit 
beyond articles explicitly connecting faith and 
science to gives us a couple of links to pieces that 
help provide non-specialists an appreciation of the 
complexity of the scientific endeavor. 
 

UNDERSTANDING HOW SCIENCE WORKS 
I want to start with this article found on 

BigThink.com, which is a peek behind the curtain of 
the recent hype around the James Web Space 
Telescope (JWST). It describes how preliminary, 
provisional data can be misinterpreted. You may 
have noticed any number of breathless internet 
articles over the past year on how the JWST is 
forcing us to rethink our understanding of the origin 
of the universe, some even claiming that it is proving 
scientists wrong about the Big Bang and other 
established theories. A careful read of this article will 
help you, as a non-specialist, to appreciate the 
complexity of scientific discovery and the 
provisional nature of new data and equipment. It also 
illustrates well how debate among specialists is a 
normal (and crucial) part of developing scientific 
consensus. (We should be so humble and provisional 
in our learning about matters of faith!) 
 This second piece, from a BBC radio series 
on eugenics, is also not explicitly about the 
interaction of faith and science, but again more about 
how the public reacts to and uses science, or to be 
more precise, how provisional scientific conclusions 
are sometimes miscommunicated and misused. 
There is no doubt that science influences culture. But 
it is also true that the way we think about science, 
and how we understand the world is influenced by 
our context, for good or for ill (or both.) This 
awareness should also make us wary of using science 
in the service of our non-scientific agendas, be they 
political, personal (e.g., what to eat, how to exercise), 
or religious. The episode linked above will help you 
understand how the basic understanding of genetics, 
first developed by Gregor Mendel, while not wrong, 
is only a part of the story. And just as with the 
astronomical usage of spectroscopy covered in the 

first article, the way genes work is much more 
complicated that it may seem to the casual observer. 
 

LOVE AND REPENTANCE 
Two dispatches from Science for the Church 

in February are also deserving of your attention. The 
first, on the science behind our experience of love, 
describes the “cascade of chemical reactions” that 
attract us to one another both in acute and intensely 
primal ways (romance and sexual attraction), but also 
in deeper, more long-term ways (attachment) that 
nurture families and lifelong pair bonding. Both of 
these dimensions of love, attraction and attachment, 
are evolutionary forces that have made us who we 
are. Which is also to say, from the perspective of 
faith, that they are God instruments of creating us in 
the image of God, who is love (1 John 4:8).   
 The second offering from Science and the 
Church, particularly appropriate now as we enter the 
season of Lent, is a brief reflection on how both 
Christian faith and science share an understanding 
that we sometimes find ourselves going in the wrong 
direction in our lives, both figuratively and literally. 
When that happens, there is great value in turning 
around, changing course, or returning from where we 
have come, all ways of talking describing 
repentance, which is our focus in this season of the 
church year. 
 

THE ONGOING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN  
SCIENCE AND RELIGION  
 Finally, this month’s issue of the Clergy 
Letter Project Newsletter provides a number of 
interesting links to follow and offers this concluding 
thought from Project founder Michael Zimmerman: 
“Science is (still) under attack by those who 
purposefully misunderstand the tentative nature of 
scientific conclusion, ignoring the fact that scientific 
knowledge accumulates incrementally. They refuse 
to understand that in our search for scientific truth, 
the scientific method allows us to disprove ideas but 
not to categorically prove ideas to be true. This is 
what gives science its power and makes it such an 
exciting field. Similarly, religion is being purpose-
fully misunderstood – and being pitted against 
science. If we want to live in a better world, a cleaner 
world, a more sustainable world, a more equitable 
world, we need to make use of all the tools we have 
at our disposal. And that means utilizing both 
religion and science.”             

                + Pastor Repp 

 3/23 

https://bigthink.com/starts-with-a-bang/most-distant-galaxies/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR3GFhJUtiPpTDubzKpr6bCvmRj6bKpdv6YDtnPHD6d6aP8A6IyU9vtqAe0#Echobox=1676068951
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001g927
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?e=a4c76c4def&u=d9de7fe5452599a9594354c5f&id=e415294efa
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?e=a4c76c4def&u=d9de7fe5452599a9594354c5f&id=8d212b3674
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March 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
26 
World Hunger Sunday  
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In 
Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  
3:00pm Conservatory of 
Central Illinois  

27 
10:00am Food 
for Seniors  

28 
6:00am Food for 
Seniors  
9:00am EC 
Conference 
Meeting  
6:30pm Sweet 
Adelines  

1 
10:00am Piano 
Tuning  
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
6:00pm Lenten 
Soup Suppers  
7:00pm Lenten 
Midweek Service  
7:30pm Choir   

2 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal  

3 4 
12:00pm Robin 
Vail- Baby 
Shower  

5 
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In 
Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Communion 
Distribution  
11:00am Dare to Dream 
session  
12:00pm Women's AA  

6 
10:30am Parish 
Life Stamping 
Session  
7:00pm On the 
Way 

7 
1:00pm Hymn 
Selection 
Committee  
2:00pm Worship 
& Music  
4:30pm 
Executive 
Committee  

8 
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
6:00pm Lenten 
Soup Suppers  
7:00pm Lenten 
Midweek Service  
7:30pm Choir   

9 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal  
7:00pm 
Community 
Choices  

10 
7:00pm Stitch & 
Craft  

11 

12 
Grace Food Pantry Sunday  
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In 
Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  

13 
10:00am Food 
for Seniors  
6:30pm Finance 
Committee 
Meeting  
7:00pm On the 
Way 

14 
6:00am Food for 
Seniors  
7:00pm Council  

15 
7:00am Food 
Pantry Truck 
Delivery  
10:00am 
Comrades of Art  
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
6:00pm Lenten 
Soup Suppers  
7:00pm Lenten 
Midweek Service  
7:30pm Choir  

16 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
6:00pm Parish 
Life Committee  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal  

17 18 

19 
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In 
Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  
4:30pm Hops and Hymns  

20 
Newsletter Copy 
Deadline  
5:30pm Property 
Committee  
6:00pm Faith in 
Place  
7:00pm On the 
Way 

21 
7:00pm Faith 
Circle  

22 
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
6:00pm Lenten 
Soup Suppers  
7:00pm Lenten 
Midweek Service  
7:30pm Choir   
 

23 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal  

24 
7:00pm Stitch & 
Craft  

25 
8:00am Guitar 
Service- 
Rehearsal  
12:00pm Spring 
Work Day  

26 
World Hunger Sunday  
9:30am Worship ( Hybrid)- In 
Person & Live Stream  
10:45am Manna & Mercy 
Sunday School  
12:00pm Women's AA  

27 
10:00am Food 
for Seniors 
7:00pm On the 
Way 

28 
6:00am Food for 
Seniors  
7:00pm Social 
Ministry 
Committee  
 

 

29 
5:00pm Bulletin 
Deadline  
6:00pm Lenten 
Soup Suppers  
7:00pm Lenten 
Midweek Service  
7:30pm Choir   

30 
10:00am Food 
Pantry  
7:00pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal  

31 1 
9:00am Spring 
Work Day  
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