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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

A Christian Community Connecting People  
to God, One Another, and the World 

We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and 

to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early 

days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that 

it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of 

worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or 

comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 

 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 

As We Gather:  
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of 

Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the 

disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a 

sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals 

we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material 

sharing such that no one among us is in need. 
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Gathering 
Prelude  

Welcome 
The assembly stands. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,     one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 

your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 

waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people 

Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 

with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making 

us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains 

life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with 

your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given 

honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

☩ 



4 

Gathering Hymn 
 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ELW 363 
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Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 

Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

Word 
Children's Sermon Pastor Janet Lepp 

First Reading Acts 4:32-35 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community 
shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 133 
1How good and how pleasant it is, 

when kindred live together in unity! 

2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 

3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  

Second Reading 1 John 1:1--2:2 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality 
has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship 
with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 

of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our 

joy may be complete. 

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 

him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he 

himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us. 

2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly stands. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel John 20:19-31 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a 
blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

The Holy Gospel, according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
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and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

Sermon Pastor Janet Lepp 

The assembly stands. 

Hymn of the Day 
 O Sons and Daughters (verses 1, 2, 5-8) ELW 386 
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Nicene Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the      resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

☩ 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Each petition concludes: 
God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meal 
 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the plate on the table in the aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate. 

Offertory Grace Chancel Choir 

 Alleluia, Sing for Joy from Laudate pueri Dominum - Johann Michael Hadyn 

  arr. Hal Hopson 

Christ is risen, sing for joy. The Lord has triumphed gloriously. Sing alleluia, sing for joy. 

This is the day the Lord has made; Let all give thanks. God’s love endures forevermore. 
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The assembly stands. 

Offering Verse     

 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.  

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

  

☩ 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from 

the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the 

death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 

and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion 

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  

To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: 
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your 
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also 
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 
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Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymns 
 Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379 

 

 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ELW 384 
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The assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray.   

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
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Sending 

(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and     give you peace.  

Amen.  

Sending Hymn 
 Christ the Lord is Risen Today! ELW 373 

 

☩ 
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Announcements  

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  
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Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Janet Lepp Livestreamer: Kevin Vail 

Assisting Minister: Jo Fleming Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Greeters: Jeff and Tina Fehrenbacher Music Director: Nicholas Pierle 

Reader: Jeff Fehrenbacher Organist: Dana Robinson 

Ushers:  Office Assistant: Alexandra Goodman 

Deacons:    Gail Hug  

    
 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Easter Chancel Plants 
In appreciation to the following people who made donations for the beautification of the 

sanctuary at Grace Lutheran for Easter 2024: 

Ruth and Jim Anderson, in memory of Marj and Roscoe Randell 

Kathy and Van Bowersox, to the Glory of God 

Russ Dankert, Happy Easter! 

The Dorsey Family, in memory of Mark Paulsen 

Mary Jo Erickson, in loving memory of my parents, Jo and Paul Erickson 

Tina and Jeff Fehrenbacher, in memory of Randy and Flo Randolph 

Eileen and Dale Herrstrom, in memory of our parents and grandparents  

Eileen and Dale Herrstrom, in honor of our children and grandchildren 
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Jo and Jim Fleming, Happy Easter!  

Alice Hadley, in memory of Henry Hadley and my parents  

Gail Hug, in loving memory of my father, Chuck Hug 

Nancy Johnson, in honor of Ken’s April 1st birthday 

Bev and George Kieffer, to the Glory of God 

Karen and Doug Krusa, to the Glory of God 

Carol and Dave Larson, Happy Easter!      

Nancy and Rodney Marshall, in memory of our parents, Marie, Jeanne and Raymond 

Nicholson and Mary and Keith Marshall  

Nancy and Rodney Marshall, in memory of Tim Marshall, Lance Wimberly and Aunt 

Ruth Schmidt  

Nancy Nicholson, in memory of Susan Freiburg 

Carolyn Pater, in memory of Verna Schock 

Bob Pearson, in loving memory of family members, passed 

Debbie Peterson, to memory of my parents, Fritz and Madeline Wojcik  

Gloria Rainer, in memory of Brian 

Dana Robinson, loved ones 

Cynthia Saylor and Family, in memory of Paul Saylor 

Grace and William Schoedel, to the Glory of God 

Carol Shupp, in memory of Frank 

Shirley and Art Traugott, to the Glory of God 

Alicia and Bruce Winter, to the Glory of God 

J. R. Stillwell, in memory of Grant, Lulu, Ennis, Clyde and Clara Stillwell 

J. R. Stillwell, in memory of Jacob and Louisa, and Mary Ehrat 

 


