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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World 
We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and 

to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early 

days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that 

it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of 

worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or 

comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 

 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 

 
 
As We Gather:  
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds 

ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears 

utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears 

for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door 

to paradise. 
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Gathering 
 

Prelude   
 Cantata 147: Chorale     J.S. Bach 
 

Welcome 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the     Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no  

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the     Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

☩ 

☩ 
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The assembly stands. 
 

 
 
Gathering Hymn 
 Crown Him With Many Crowns ELW 855 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 
Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending 

joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide 

with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Word 
 

Children's Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
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Collection of Annual Pledges 
All are invited to bring forward their pledges for the coming year. 
 
Let us pray. God of abundance, you bring grain from the earth and fruit from the vine, 

blessing us with your presence in mysterious ways. As we collect these pledges, we ask 

that you bless them to your service. May they be outward signs of your inward work in 

us. May they become seeds that bring forth newness in this upcoming year. May they 

bear good fruit for the sake of your Son and for the sake of our neighbors. Bless us in our 

intentions, bless us in our hopes and plans, bless us in our generosity, and bless the world 

through these offerings to you. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. 
Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will 
raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! Says the LORD. 
2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 

shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, 

and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 

the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I 

have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 

multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no 

longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody Psalm 46 
 
Refrain (R):   

 
 
        Tone:  
   
   

 

 1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 

 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 3 though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R 
 7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 11 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R 
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Second Reading  Colossians 1:11-20 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one 
who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 

that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us 

from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all 

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 

him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands.  
 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Acclimation  
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Gospel Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that 
to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised 
sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 

saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you 

are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This 

is the King of the Jews.” 

  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 

not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 

not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed 

have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 

man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in 

your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 
The assembly stands. 
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Hymn of the Day 
 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth ELW 727 
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Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the     resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 
The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 
The prayers conclude: 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

Trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our savior. 

Amen. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 
 
 

☩ 
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 Meal 
 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the box on the table in the aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate. 

 
Offertory  

                     Pilgrim Peace Prayer Shawn Kirchner 
 

Peace, be still, and know that I am God 

 

 
The assembly stands. 
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Offering Verse 
     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Offering Prayer 

Let us pray.   

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them 

with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us 

with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  
 

 
 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned forever at your right hand, intercedes for us as our 

great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for 

his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for 

our salvation.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes.  

☩ 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks 

to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 

to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 

servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 

body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving 

the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 

inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 
 

 

 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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Communion 

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: 
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your 
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also 
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 

 
Be Known to Us  
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Communion Hymns  My Song is Love Unknown                    ELW 343 
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The assembly stands. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 
Prayer After Communion  
Let us pray. God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the 

bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your 

Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us 

to love and serve in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sending 
 

(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and     give you peace.  

Amen.  

☩ 
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Sending Hymn 
 Thine the Amen ELW 826 
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Announcements  
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  

 Emperor’s Fanfare Antonio Soler (1729-1783) 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp Ushers:    Bev Kieffer and 

Assisting Minister: Eileen Herrstrom  Mary Jo Erickson 

Cantor: Eileen Herrstrom Livestream:    Michael Miller 

Reader: Dennis Archer Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Deacons: Nancy Marshall Music Director: Nicholas Pierle 

 and Art Traugott Organist: Mike Keeley 

Greeters:    Dave & Carol Larson Office Assistant: Karen Maher 

  Coffee Hour: The Dorsey Family 

    

  Chancel flowers are given by Alice Hadley   

In Memory of Henry Hadley 

 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. 
________________________________________________________________________ 


