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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

A Christian Community Connecting People  
to God, One Another, and the World 

We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and 

to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early 

days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that 

it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of 

worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or 

comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 
 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 

 
 
As We Gather:  
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s 

reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his 

presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in 

silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes 

and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us.  
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Gathering 
 

Prelude Grace Handbell Choir 
 Ding Dong! Merrily on High arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
  

Welcome 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God,   

have mercy on us.  

We confess that we have turned from you  

    and given ourselves into the power of sin.  

We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  

In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  

    things we have done and things we have failed to do.  

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,  

    so that we may live and serve you in newness of life  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.  

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on     Christ,  

and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
Gathering Hymn 
 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242 
 

 

☩ 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 

preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 

repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

Word 
 

Children's Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and 

blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free. As we light these 

candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts, open our eyes to the great things you have 

done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus. 
 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come, 

let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into Zion with singing. Amen. 

 
Advent Lighting Hymn 
 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verses 1-3)            ELW 240 
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First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s 
coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is 
no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 
 
 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly 

  and rejoice with joy and shouting. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 3 Strengthen the weak hands 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 
 

 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 

 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7 the burning sand shall become a pool 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

 8 A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
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 9 No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody Psalm 146:5-10 
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 

  who keeps promises forever; 
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the captive free. 

 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;  

        the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 10 The LORD shall reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 
Second Reading James 5:7-10 

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than 
discontent. 
 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 

for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
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near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 

judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, 

brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
 

 
Gospel Procession      
  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 1)                    ELW 257 

 

 
Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From 
a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that 
God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 
 
The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is 

anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

 

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you 

go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 

royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Gospel Recession   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 3)         ELW 257 

 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
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The assembly stands. 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 Hail To the Lord's Anointed               ELW 311 
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Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the     resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
In our waiting and our watching we turn to God in prayer, trusting God’s promise to renew 

the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

The assembly kneels or is seated.  Each petition concludes: 
God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.  
 
The assembly is seated. 

☩ 
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Meal 
 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the plate on the table in the aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate. 

 
Offertory Grace Handbell Choir 
 

                                 People Look East                             arr. Tammy Waldrop 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
Offering Verse     ELW 481 
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Offering Prayer  
Let us pray.  

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed, right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times, and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty, and merciful God, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choir of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

  

☩ 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.  

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.  

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,  

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.  

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.  

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,  

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Communion 

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: 
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your 
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also 
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 

 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn 
 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW 254 
 

 
 
The assembly stands. 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
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Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send  

us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the 

name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

 

 
Sending 

 

(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and     give you peace.  

Amen.  

 
Sending Hymn 
 People Look East ELW 248 
 

 

☩ 
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Announcements 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  

 Freu dich sehr, o meine Seele Georg Böhm (1661-1733) 
 (Rejoice greatly, o my soul)  
 
 
 

Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp Livestream:    Jim Anderson 

Assisting Minister: Dennis Archer Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Reader: Emily Dorsey Music Director: Nicholas Pierle 

Deacon: Lois Wilken Organist: Mike Keeley 

Greeters:    Dennis & Allison Archer Office Assistant: Karen Maher 

Ushers: Bruce & Alicia Winter Coffee Hour: Marlys Scarbrough 

   & Chet Alwes   

    

Chancel flowers are given by Grace Schoedel      

Glory to God 
 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
________________________________________________________________________ 


