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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

A Christian Community Connecting People  
to God, One Another, and the World 

We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and to 

bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early days 

of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that it’s 

worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of worshipping 

may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or comfortable for 

everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 
 
As We Gather:  
Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, 

Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. 

Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the 

ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, 

but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. 

We depart silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 
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Gathering 
The service continues from Maundy Thursday. Silence is kept. 

As the ministers enter, the assembly stands. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord 

Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to 

suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Word 
 

First Reading Isaiah 52:13--53:12 

The fourth servant poem promises ultimate vindication for the servant, who made his life an offering 
for sin. The servant pours himself out to death and is numbered with the transgressors, images that 
the early church saw as important keys for understanding the death of Jesus. 
13See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. 
14Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, 

beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—15so he shall startle many 

nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them 

they shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 53:1Who has 
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believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2For 

he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form 

or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no 

account. 

4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him 

stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his 

bruises we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own 

way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is 

led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his 

mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his 

future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 

people. 9They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had 

done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering 

for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of 

the Lord shall prosper. 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction 

through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he 

shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall 

divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered 

with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading Hebrews 10:16-25 

In the death of Jesus, forgiveness of sins is accomplished and access to God is established. Hence, 
when we gather together for worship and when we love others, we experience anew the benefits of 
Jesus’ death. 
 
[After the Holy Spirit says,] 16“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” 
17he also adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 18Where there 

is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 

his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with 

a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of 

our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how 

to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 

 
The assembly stands. 
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Hymn  Christ, the Life of All the Living ELW 339 
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Prayers of Intercession 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 
 
The assembly kneels or sits. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). 
Silence for prayer follows each bid.  

 
Each petition ends, 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 

Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

 and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Assembly Stands. 
 
 

  



8 

Tenebrae 
 
After each reading, a candle is extinguished and the church lights are dimmed.  
 

Part One Matthew 26:14-46 
14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 

15 and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces 

of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

“Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, 

“Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I 

will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus 

had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.  
20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve disciples, 21 and while 

they were eating he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they 

became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, 

Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 

betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom 

the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been 

born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have 

said so.”  
26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke 

it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, 

and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is 

my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I 

tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  
30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then 

Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night, for it is written,  

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’  
32 “But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, 

“Even if all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly 

I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter 

said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the 

disciples.  
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36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two 

sons of Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul 

is deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39 And going a 

little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from me, yet not what I want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the 

disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake 

with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; 

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he went away for the second 

time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 

Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them 

again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he 

came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Now 

the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let 

us be going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.”  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Response Erica Ancell, Solo  
 O Vos Omnes Les Sept Paroles du Christ sur la Croix by César Franck 
 

O vos omnes,  

qui transitions per viam, 

attendite, et videte, 

si est dolor sicut dolor meus. 

Posuit me, Domine, 

desolatam tota die,maerore confectam. 

Ne vocatis me Noemi, 

sed vocate me Mara. 

See now, all that pass here, 

you that pass by the roadway; 

behold me now, look up on me: 

is there any sorrow like my sorrow? 

He has made me desolate, O Lord,  

worn out with grief all the day long.  

Do not call me now, Noemi (pleasant); 

rather call me now Mara (bitter). 
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Part Two Matthew 26:47-75 
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 

large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 

Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest 

him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50 

Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands 

on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, 

drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to 

him, “Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the sword will die by the 

sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 

more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, 

which say it must happen in this way?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have 

you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a rebel? Day after day 

I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But all this has taken place, so 

that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him 

and fled.  
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes 

and the elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the 

courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards in order to see how 

this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 

testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, 

though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This 

fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ” 62 The 

high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against 

you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath 

before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to 

him, “You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man  

seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we 

still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” They 

answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him, and some 

slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”  
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A female servant came to him 

and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, 

saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, 

another female servant saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with 

Jesus the Nazarene.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After 
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a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of 

them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do 

not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered what 

Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out 

and wept bitterly.  

 
Response Grace Choir  
 Word 4 Les Sept Paroles du Christ sur la Croix by César Franck 
 

 
 
 
 

Part Three  Matthew 27:1-31 
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred 

together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, 

and handed him over to Pilate the governor.  
3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and 

brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I 

have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it 

yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, and he went 

and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not 

lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.” 7 After conferring 

together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this 

reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what 

had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, 

the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel 

had set a price, 10 and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”  

Deus meus, 

ut quid dereliquistime? 

Noti mei, quasi alieni  

recesserunt a me. 

Noti mei, et qui me noverant,  

oblitisunt mei. 

O, Lord my God, 

Why hast Thou now forsaken me? 

Those who know me like mere strangers 

have now withdrawn from me, 

my dear friends  

have all forgotten me. 
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11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief 

priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 

many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a 

single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.  
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner called 

Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want 

me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he 

realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting 

on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent 

man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the 

chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 

killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release 

for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with 

Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he 

asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 

crucified!”  
2 4 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of 

this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His 

blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them, and after 

flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified.  
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 

and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet 

robe on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They 

put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 30 They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After 

mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 

led him away to crucify him.  
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Response Grace Choir  
 Word 6 Les Sept Paroles du Christ sur la Croix by César Franck 
 

  
Part Four Matthew 27:32- 

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha 

(which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but 

when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided 

his clothes among themselves by casting lots;,* 36 then they sat down there and kept watch 

over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the 

King of the Jews.”  
38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 

Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 

come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the 

scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will 

believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I 

am God’s Son.’ ” 44 The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same 

way.  
45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 

46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 

that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders 

heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a 

sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the 

others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried 

again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The 

Consummatum est. 

Peccata nostra ipse pertulit  

in corpore suo super lignum, 

ut peccatis mortui  

justitiae vivamus. 

Vere languores nostros ipse tulit. 

et livore eius sanati sumus. 

It is finished now. 

All our transgressions he himself did bear 

in his own body upon the tree, 

that we all might die to sin 

and live again to virtue. 

Truly, he bore our grieving in himself, 

and by his scourging we are healed 
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tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 

appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 

watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 

“Truly this man was God’s Son!”,*  
55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed 

Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.  
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, 

who also was himself a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph took the body and wrapped it 

in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He 

then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.  
62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said 

while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the 

tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples may go and steal him 

away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception 

would be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, 

make it as secure as you can.”, 66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure 

by sealing the stone. 
 

During the response the final candle is carried out and all remaining lights extinguished, except 
the votive candles at the cross. 
 

Response Grace Choir  
 Lighten Our Darkness Alexander L’Estrange 
 

Lighten Our Darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord 

And by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night. 

For the sake of Thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Silence follows the response, after which a loud noise is heard, symbolizing the closing of the 
tomb. The assembly departs in silence. 
 
The service continues with the Easter Vigil, tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
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Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp Livestreamer: Kevin Vail 

Assisting Minister: Kathy Bowersox Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Reader: Chet Alwes Music Director: Nicholas Pierle 

Tenebrae Readers:   Organist: Mike Keeley 

 Shirley Traugott, Paul Tessene, Office Assistant: Karen Maher 

 Kathy Bowersox, and Van Bowersox    

  

    
 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Easter Vigil, April 4, at 7:00 p.m. 
Service of Readings, Affirmation of Baptism, and Holy Communion 

Easter Morning, April 5, at 9:30 a.m. 
A Celebration of Jesus’s Resurrection with Holy Communion 


