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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World 
We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and 

to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early 

days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that 

it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of 

worshipping sometimes includes postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or 

comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 

 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 

 
As We Gather:  
This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around fire, word, water, 

bread, and wine, proclaiming through story and song that ours is a God who continuously 

brings life out of death. On this night we experience again the heart of God’s baptismal 

promise and the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, renewed in the death and 

resurrection of Christ. We gather with all the saints of every time and place to celebrate the 

good news: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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Service of Light 

 

After first finding their seats in the sanctuary, the people are invited gather outside the  
entrance to the church (weather permitting), bringing a candle and this order of service. 
A large fire is kindled. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

The assembly is welcomed, a prayer is said, and the paschal candle is dedicated.  
After lighting the candle, the presiding minister continues: 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 

Procession 
The people follow the ministers into the sanctuary.   
Three times during the procession, this versicle and response are sung: 
The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

After the second versicle and response, all light their candles from the paschal candle. 
 

The people remain standing for the Easter Proclamation 
 

Easter Proclamation 
Rejoice, now, all heavenly choirs of angels, and celebrate the divine mysteries with 

exultation; and, for the victory of so great a King, sound the trumpet of salvation. 

Exult, also, O earth, enlightened with such radiance; 

 and, made brilliant by the splendor of the eternal King, 

 know that the ancient darkness has been banished from all the world. 

Be glad also, O mother Church, clothed with the brightness of such a light, 

 and let this house resound with the triumphant voices of the peoples. 

Wherefore, dearly beloved, who stand in the clarity of this bright and holy light, 

 join with me, I ask you, in praising the loving kindness of almighty God; 

through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and rules with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
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It is indeed right and salutary 

 that we should with full devotion of heart and mind and voice 

 praise the invisible God, the Father Almighty, 

 and his only Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ; 

 who paid for us the debt of Adam to the eternal Father, 

 and who by his precious blood 

 redeemed us from the bondage to the ancient sin. 

For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain, 

 by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy. 

This is the night in which, in ancient times, 

 you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, from the land of Egypt; 

 and led them, dry-shod, through the Red Sea. 

This, indeed, is the night in which the darkness of sin 

 has been purged away by the rising brightness. 

This is the night in which all who believe in Christ 

 are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, 

 are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness. 

This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, 

 Christ arises from hell in triumph. 

For it would have profited us nothing to be born had we not also been redeemed. 
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Oh, how wonderful the condescension of your loving kindness! 

Oh, how inestimable the goodness of your love, 

 that to redeem a slave you delivered up your Son! 

O necessary sin of Adam that is wiped away by the death of Christ! 

O happy fault that was worthy to have so great a Redeemer! 

O night truly blessed which alone was worthy 

 to know the time and the hour wherein Christ arose again from hell! 

This is the night of which it is written: "and the night is as clear as the day"; 

 and, "then shall my night be turned into day." 

The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; 

 washes away sin; restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn; 

 casts out hate; brings peace; and humbles earthly pride. 

Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O Holy Father, this evening sacrifice of praise; 

 which the Church lays before you in the solemn offering of the candle. 

We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, the brightness of which is not diminished, 

 even when its light is divided and borrowed. 

For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, 

 have made for the substance of this candle. 

O night truly blessed in which heaven and earth are joined– 

 things human and things divine. 

We, therefore, pray to you, O Lord, that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, 

 will continue to vanquish the darkness of this night 

 and be mingled with the lights of heaven. 

May he who is the morning star find it burning–that morning star which never sets, 

 that morning star which, rising again from the grave, 

 faithfully sheds light on all the human race. 

And we pray, O Lord, rule, govern, and preserve  

 with your continual protection your whole Church, 

 giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; 

through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,  

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

 

 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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Service of Readings 
 

First Reading Genesis 1:1--2:4a 

Creation Van Bowersox, Reader 
 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that 

the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

first day. 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God 

said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 

the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them 

be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made 

the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 

night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 

earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
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  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 

the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 

cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 

upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in 

its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird 

of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 

I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 

had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day. 

  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth 

day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 

work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 

God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
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First Response   Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 
 
Tone:  
 
 

 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2 Give thanks to the | God of gods, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 3 Give thanks to the | Lord of lords, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 

 4 who alone | does great wonders, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 
 5 who by wisdom | made the heavens, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 

 6 who spread out the earth up- | on the waters, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever;  R 
 7 who made | the great lights— 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 

 8 the sun to gov- | ern the day, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 
 9 the moon and the stars to gov- | ern the night, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 

 23 who remembered us in our | low estate, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 
 24 and rescued us | from our enemies, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever; 

 25 who gives food | to all creatures, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 26 Give thanks to the | God of heaven, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. R 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer 
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Second Reading Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 

Flood Maddie Thackeray, Reader  
 
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have 

seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven 

pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not 

clean, the male and its mate; 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and 

female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days I will send 

rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I 

will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all that the LORD had 

commanded him. 

  11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth 

day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the 

windows of the heavens were opened. 12 The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty 

nights. 13 On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and 

Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, 14 they and every wild animal 

of every kind and all domestic animals of every kind and every creeping thing that creeps 

on the earth and every bird of every kind. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and 

two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and 

female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him, and the LORD shut him in. 

  17 The flood continued forty days on the earth, and the waters increased and bore up 

the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters swelled and increased greatly on 

the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 

 

 8:6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7 and 

sent out the raven, and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the 

earth. 8 Then he sent out the dove from him to see if the waters had subsided from the 

face of the ground, 9 but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to 

the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and 

took it and brought it into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and again he 

sent out the dove from the ark, 11 and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there 

in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided 

from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days and sent out the dove, and it did not 

return to him any more. 

  13 In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the 

waters were dried up from the earth, and Noah removed the covering of the ark and 

looked and saw that the face of the ground was drying. 14 In the second month, on the 

twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out 
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of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out 

with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may abound on the earth and be 

fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his 

sons’ wives. 

 

 9:8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that is 

with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 

many as came out of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall 

all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 

destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 

and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set 

my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” 

 
Second Response Psalm 46 
 

 

 Refrain:  
 

 
 1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

 3though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 

  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 
 

  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 

  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer 
 
Third Reading Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

Deliverance at the Red Sea Leanne Wichus, Reader 

 
10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 

advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to 

Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die 

in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the 

very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 But 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that 

the LORD will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall 

never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 

  15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 

forward. 16 But you lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, 

that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the hearts of 

the Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and so I will gain glory for myself over 

Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 Then the Egyptians shall 

know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 

and his chariot drivers.” 

  19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 

them, and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 

them. 20 It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 

there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
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  21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a 

strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were 

divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 

them on their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after 

them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch 

the LORD, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and threw 

the Egyptian army into a panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned 

with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is 

fighting for them against Egypt.” 

 

  26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water 

may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 

the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters 

returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that 

had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on 

dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. 

  30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the 

Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant 

Moses. 

 

  15:20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all 

the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to 

them: 

 “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

 horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
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Third Response Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18 
 
 Tone:  
 
 
1bI will sing to the LORD, for he has | triumphed gloriously;* 

The horse and its rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 
 2The LORD is my strength | and my song,* 

 he has | been my Savior; 
This is my God, and | I will praise him,* 

my father's God, and I | will exalt him. 
 6Your right hand, O LORD, glo- | rious in power–* 

 your right hand, O LORD, shat- | ters the enemy. 
11Who among the gods is like | you, O LORD?* 

Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, | doing wonders?  
 13In your mercy you led forth the people | you set free;* 

 you guided them in your strength to your holy | habitation. 
17You bring them | in and plant them* 

on the mount that is | your possession, 

 The place, O LORD, you have made for your dwelling, 

 the sanctuary, O LORD, which your hands | have prepared.* 

 18The LORD shall reign forev- | er and ever. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer 
 

Fourth Reading Jonah 3-4 

Call of Jonah Kathy Bowersox, Reader 

 

  3:1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out 

and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a 

day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 

And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 

small, put on sackcloth.  
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  6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his 

robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he had a proclamation 

made in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human or animal, no 

herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8 

Humans and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. 

All shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who 

knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that 

we do not perish.”  

  10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 

his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do 

it.  

  4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the 

Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That 

is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful 

God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And 

now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And 

the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat 

down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 

waiting to see what would become of the city.  

  6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 

his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But 

when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 

withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 

the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 

for me to die than to live.”  

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 

which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
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Fourth Response Isaiah 5:1-2, 7 
I will sing for my beloved my love song about his vineyard. My beloved had a vineyard 

high upon a fertile hillside. He dug the soil, and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 

choice red vines; He built a watchtower in the midst of it, and then hewed out a 

winepress. The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel and the people of 

Judah are the plant he cherished. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer 
 
 
Fifth Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11 

Clothed in the garments of salvation Leanne Wichus, Reader 
 

 1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me 

  because the LORD has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives 

  and release to the prisoners, 

 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

  and the day of vengeance of our God, 

  to comfort all who mourn, 

 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

 4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations.  
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9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

  my whole being shall exult in my God, 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

 
Fifth Response Deuteronomy 32:1-4, 7, 36a, 43a 
1Give ear to what I say, you heavens, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 2My 

teaching shall fall like drops of rain; my words shall distill as the dew, Like fine rain 

upon the grass and like the showers on young plants. 3When I call aloud in the name of 

the LORD, you shall respond, "Great is our God, 4The rock whose work is perfect, and 

all his ways are just; a faithful God, who does no wrong, righteous and true is he." 
7Remember the days of old: think of the generations long ago; ask your father to recount 

it and your elders to tell you the tale. 36aThe LORD will give his people justice and have 

compassion on his servants. 43aRejoice with him, you heavens: all you gods, bow down 

before him. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Prayer 
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Sixth Reading Daniel 3:1-29 

Deliverance from the fiery furnace Cindy Grigorescu, Reader 
 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose 

width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 Then 

King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, 

the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to 

assemble and come to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 

up. 3 So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 

justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces assembled for the 

dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing 

before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4 the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are 

commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and 

worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall 

down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing 

fire.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell 

down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

  8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the 

Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have 

made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 

drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11 and 

whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing 

fire. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province 

of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men pay no heed to you, O king. 

They do not serve your gods, and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set 

up.” 

  13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego be brought in, so they brought those men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar 

said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 

gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready, 

when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical 

ensemble, you should fall down and worship the statue that I have made. But if you do 

not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is 

the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 

  16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is 
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able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him 

deliver us. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and 

we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 

  19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more 

than was customary 20 and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing 

fire. 21 So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and 

their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Because the 

king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed 

the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 But the three men, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 

  24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his 

counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the 

king, “True, O king.” 25 He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle 

of the fire, and they are not hurt, and the fourth has the appearance of a 

god.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 

here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, 

the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the 

fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not 

singed, their tunics were not scorched, and not even the smell of fire came from 

them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They 

disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship 

any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or 

language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

shall be torn limb from limb and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who 

is able to deliver in this way.” 
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Sixth Response Song of the Three Young Men 35–65 
 

All you works of the Lord, | bless the Lord. R 
 

 
 

You angels of the Lord, | bless the Lord; you heavens, | bless the Lord;  

all you powers of the Lord, | bless the Lord. 
 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You sun and moon, | bless the Lord; you stars of heaven, | bless the Lord; 

you rain and dew, | bless the Lord.  
 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You winds of God, | bless the Lord; you fire and heat, | bless the Lord; 

you winter and summer, | bless the Lord.  

 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You dews and falling snow, | bless the Lord; you frost and cold, | bless the Lord; 

you ice and snow, | bless the Lord.  
 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You nights and days, | bless the Lord; you light and darkness, | bless the Lord; 

you lightnings and clouds, | bless the Lord. 
 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

Let the earth | bless the Lord; you mountains and hills, | bless the Lord; 

all you green things that grow on the earth, | bless the Lord.  

 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You wells and springs, | bless the Lord; you seas and rivers, | bless the Lord; 

you whales and all that swim in the waters, | bless the Lord.  

 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

All you birds of the air, | bless the Lord; all you wild animals and cattle, | bless the Lord; 

all you children of mortals, | bless the Lord.  

 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You people of God, | bless the Lord; you priests of the Lord, | bless the Lord; 

you servants of the Lord, | bless the Lord. 

 Praise him and magnify him forever. 

You spirits and souls of the righteous, | bless the Lord; you holy and humble in 

heart, | bless the Lord; let us bless the Father and the Son and the | Holy Spirit. 

 Praise him and magnify him forever.  
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Affirmation of Baptism 
 
Those who are joining Grace Lutheran Church as members gather with the ministers at the font 
in the center aisle. The assembly gathers around them. A representative of the congregation 
presents the new members: 
 

I present Gloria and Mike Keeley, Andy and Lacey Grichnik, and Liv McPherson, who 

desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings in Christ whom you have 

made your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called them to yourself, 

enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of 

faith.  Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of 

all whom you have brought to new birth.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  

Amen. 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

RENUNCIATION 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

RESPONSE:  I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  

RESPONSE:  I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

RESPONSE:  I renounce them. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people to 

hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, so that you may be empowered to 

proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, serve all people, 

following the example of Jesus, and strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

RESPONSE:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, you promise to support these siblings in Christ  

and pray for them in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.   
 

The presiding minister lays hands on those not previously confirmed in the Lutheran church. 
Stir up in (Lacey/Mike) the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 

Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

And proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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The people return to their places, singing the Great Litany. 
During the Litany the worship space is prepared for the Easter celebration. 
 

The Great Litany ELW 238 
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Easter Service of Holy Communion 

 
The assembly stands to sing as the lights are brought up and the Easter celebration begins. 

 
Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of  

the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may 

worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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Word 

 

New Testament Reading Romans 6:3-11 
We were incorporated into the death of Jesus Christ in baptism and so were liberated from the 
dominion of sin. We also anticipate that we will be incorporated into the resurrection of Christ and so 
will be liberated from the hold death has over our mortal bodies. 
 
3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in 

newness of life. 

  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so 

that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will 

also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once 

for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead 

to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly stands. 
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Gospel Acclamation  
                       Christ is Arisen ELW 372 
 

 



 

31 

 

Gospel  Matthew 28:1-10 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the 
good news: Jesus is risen! 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 

angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 

it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 

the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not 

be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, 

for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 

them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 

him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to 

go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
Hymn 
 The Strife is O’er, The Battle Done ELW 366 
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Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.  
 

After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 

 

Meal 
 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the box on the table in the aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate or scan the QR code with 
your photos app to connect to the donation page on the GLC website.  

 
Offertory Verse

 

https://glccu.org/online-and-mobile-giving/
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Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.   

O God, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to 

nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and  

wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, that we may bear witness to  

his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who 

in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 

and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his  

arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

☩ 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.   

Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
Communion 
We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: 
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your 
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also 
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Communion Hymn We Who Once Were Dead                                 ELW 495 
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The assembly stands. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Sending 
Blessing 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn  Christ Is Risen! Allelulia!                                 ELW 382 
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Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  

 Toccata on 'O filii et filiæ' (ELW 386) Lynwood Farnum (1885-1930) 

 
 
 
Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Helen Repp 

Readers:  Helen Repp; Van Bowersox, 

 Maddie Thackeray, Leanne Wichus 

 Kathy Bowersox and Cindy Grigorescu  

 

 

 Director of Music: Nick Pierle 

Organist:   Mike Keeley 

Cantors:  Pastor Chris Repp, Helen Repp 

  Marian Repp, Marlys Scarbrough 

Sound Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Video Technician:  Kevin Vail 

Office Assistant:   Karen Maher 

 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Easter Chancel Plants 
In gratitude for Easter Floral Donations and Dedications from: 

Gail Hug, In loving memory of my father, Chuck Hug 

Chet Alwes & Marlys Scarbrough, In memory of our parents 

Susan Monte, In memory of loved ones 

Alicia & Bruce Winter, To God be the Glory                                  

Carolyn & Larry Pater, In memory of our parents  

Nancy & Rodney Marshall, In loving memory of our parents – Marie, Jeanne  

 and Raymond  Nicholson and Mary and Keith Marshall 

Mary Jo Erickson, In memory of Paul and Jo Erickson 

JR Stillwell, In memory of Clyde and Clara Stillwell 

The Wilken Family, In memory of Royce 

Shirley & Art Traugott, To the Glory of God 

Gloria Rainer, In memory of Brian 

Debbie Peterson, In memory of my parents Fritz and Madge Wojcik 

Karen & Doug Krusa, Glory to God 

Nancy Johnson, In memory of Ken 

Carol & Dave Larson, In memory of loved ones 

Grace Schoedel, To the Glory of God 

Nancy & Rodney Marshall, In loving memory of Rodney’s brother Tim Marshall  

 and nephew Lance Wimberly 

Kathy & Van Bowersox, To the Glory of God 

Bev Kieffer, To the Glory of God 

Ruth & Jim Anderson, With gratitude to the Music Program 

Gloria & Mike Keeley, In celebration of music 

The Dorsey Family, In memory of Mark Paulsen 

Debbie Peterson, In honor of Bev Kieffer and in memory of George Kieffer      

Jim Fleming, In loving memory of Jo 

The Saylor Family, To the Glory of God in loving memory of Paul 

The Wichus Family, To the Glory of God 

Kathy & Jim Eckstein, With gratitude for God’s gifts 

Nancy & Rodney Marshall, In loving memory of Nancy’s Aunt Ruth Schmidt  

 and friend Susan Freiburg 

Anonymous, In thanks for Blessings 

 


