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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World 
We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and 

to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early 

days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that 

it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of 

worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or 

comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 

 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 

 
 

As We Gather:  
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the 

sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our 

heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he 

spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of 

the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
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Gathering 
 

Prelude  

 Sheep may safely graze (Cantata 208) J.S. Bach / arr. E. Power Biggs 
 

Welcome 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,     one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 

your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 

waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people 

Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 

with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making 

us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains 

life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with 

your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given 

honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

  

☩ 
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Gathering Hymn  
 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia ELW 369 
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Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

Kyrie 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 

security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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Word 
 

Children's Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 
First Reading Ezekiel 34:7-15 
God will shepherd Israel 
 

7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As I live, says the Lord GOD, 

because my sheep have become a prey and my sheep have become food for all the wild 

animals, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for 

my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves and have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, 

you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 Thus says the Lord GOD: I am against the 

shepherds, and I will hold them accountable for my sheep and put a stop to their feeding 

the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from 

their mouths, so that they may not be food for them. 

  11 For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them 

out. 12 As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will 

sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the peoples 

and gather them from the countries and bring them into their own land, and I will feed 

them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the 

land. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be 

their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 

pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 

will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody  
 The King of Love my Shepherd is by Harry Rowe Shelley 
  

The King of love my Shepherd is, 

Whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am His, 

And He is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow, 

My ransom'd soul He leadeth, 

And where the verdant pastures grow, 

With food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish, oft I stray'd, 

But yet in love He sought me, 

And on His shoulder gently laid, 

And home rejoicing brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 

With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

Thy Cross before to guide me. 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight, 

Thy unctious grace bestoweth, 

And O the transport of delight, 

With which my cup o'erfloweth. 

And so through all the length of days, 

Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd may I sing Thy praise 

Within Thy house forever! 

Amen. 

 
Second Reading  Acts 2:42-47 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 
 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 

  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 

through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 

as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 

broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 

having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 

those who were being saved. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly stands. 
 

Gospel Acclimation 

  
 

Gospel John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 
Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 

voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not 

know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did 

not understand what he was saying to them. 

  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 

who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am 

the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 

pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 
The assembly stands. 

 
Hymn of the Day 
 Have No Fear Little Flock ELW 764 
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Nicene Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and  

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We  

look for the      resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 

 
The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes: 
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 
The prayers conclude: 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 
The assembly stands. 

☩ 
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Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.  
 
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 

 

Meal 
 

 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the plate on the table in the aisle as you leave. 
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate or scan the QR code with 
your photos app to connect to the donation page on the GLC website.  

 
Offertory  
 True Light by Keith Hampton 
 

This little light of mine  

 I'm gonna let it shine 

Almighty God is light. 

 He lives in us as True Light. 

In the beginning, out of the darkness,   

 God created True Light. 

He lives in us as True Light. 

Almighty God is light.  

 He lives in us as True Light. 

 

Don't let the light that You've given me die, 

 and don't desert my mind. 

But let the one who serves You  

 praise You again and again. 

He lives in us as True Light. 

You are the one who judges right from 

 wrong. Your glory excites no envy. 

But let the one who serves You  

 praise You again and again. 

 

This little light of mine  

 I'm gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I want the world to know 

God gave the world True Light! 

Hold onto the True Light  

 I'm gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I want the world to know 

God gave the world True Light! 

https://glccu.org/online-and-mobile-giving/


The assembly stands. 

 
Offering Verse     

 

 
Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.  

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 

more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 

follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from 

the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the 

death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

☩ 
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 

and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
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Communion 

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: 
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your 
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also 
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 

 
Be Known to Us  
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Communion Hymns 
 Praise the Lord Rise Up Rejoicing ELW 544 
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 As The Grains of Wheat ELW 465 
 

 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
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Sending 
 

(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 

 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and     give you peace.  

Amen.  

 
Sending Hymn 
 This Joyful Eastertide ELW 391 
 

 

☩ 
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Announcements  
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude  

 Postlude on the Easter Hymn C.V. Stanford (1852-1924) 
 

  
 

Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Marlys Scarbrough 

Reader: Meg Loven 

Deacon: Susan Monte 

Ushers:    The Grigorescu & 

 Thackery Families 

Greeters: Bob & Emily  

 Dorsey & Family 

 

Livestream:    Dave Brown 

Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Music Director: Nicholas Pierle 

Organist: Mike Keeley 

Office Assistant: Karen Maher 

Coffee Hour: Gail Hug and 

 Mary Jo Erickson 

    

  Chancel flowers are given by Gail Hug  

In memory of loved ones 

 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


