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Welcome to Grace!

At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope.
Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against
racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and
your being.

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World

We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create
and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and
to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early
days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that
it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of
worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or
comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you.

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS:
Regular type: spoken by a leader * Restrooms are down the hall to the left
Bold type: spoken by the people of the entrance, opposite the elevator.

Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information
= the sign of the cross may be made » Large print bulletins are available
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal)

2 Favorite Hymn request

» Hand sanitizer is available on the
sanctuary windowsills.

* Please sign our guest book at the
entrance.

As We Gather:

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with
his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen
Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in
our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the
risen Christ in the world.



Gathering

Prelude
Alleluia! (Exsultate, jubilate, K. 165) W.A. Mozart

Welcome

The assembly stands.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making
us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains
life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with
your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn
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8] . . | | .
7 I . - ! e ra— ] | !
'IrL“ I-V‘ ’J_ | )] i I I I [/ =I I
J < N—— K_:r
1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of  heav’'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing  Spir - it in - to ev - 'ry
3 Come, Al - might - vy, to de - liv - er let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
/—\ /_\
- d de fre e e
) g
/5 . Lo > - !
I T [~— | F
9] . . | |
) SRS SRR SN PR
& V2 1+ ¢ a3 EE eSS
T 2 | ST 20
earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud-den - ly re -turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
— Valn N )
e L f e fee e 5 o
), e |7 T Pt L., |
7 | | I — | '
1 I I ' [T [
9 . et e e e S £
7 I — i #:1 P 7z r |
[z é [#)
| | I — %
faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
S s I
7b | : ! ! —
F [ —"1 | I T T
0 . N I L~ | |
DA | I’ I | I I | I I I
@ b i i:j:b:h’:ﬁ a;.l %tb:g:‘:ﬂ:
S e — [ 1
pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise  thee
till in heav’n we take our place, till we cast our
. £ o £ - - 3 4 -
O\ Y
llILV‘ F > i' ——
| r i ——



. ! ; ! | gl -‘ | I ;
I I I
© 4y dledzeg Dl 40
N ~ p ——
thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’'ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
Ef\ he JFL\F - F’/-\a 2 o .
IOI"" I I IP_ I I I I | k
- | 1 : F = | |
Greeting

Alleluial Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the
world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Children's Sermon

Word

Pastor Chris Repp



First Reading Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either
Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true
Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised

from the dead.

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. % For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the
objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 2 The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in shrines made by human hands, 2 nor is he served by human hands, as though
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. 2 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would
live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. % For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 «Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. * While God has
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3! because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all
by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.




Psalmody Psalm 66:8-20

QL

Refrain (R): [l i | ! éi =i di J .P—.'—F
—*_H

Blessour God, you peo - ples; let the sound of praise be heard,
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8 Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
®Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our | feet to slip. R
0 For you, O God, have ! tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- ! ver is tried.
1You brought us in- ! to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
2 You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment.
131 will enter your house ! with burnt offerings
and will pay ! you my vows—
Ythose that I promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | | was in trouble.
151 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the I smoke of rams;
I will give you ox-  en and goats. R
18 Come and listen, all you | who believe,
and | will tell you what God has ! done for me.
171 called out to God | with my mouth,
and praised the Lord | with my tongue.
811 had cherished evil 'in my heart,
the Lord would | not have heard me;
Yhut in truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound ! of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing | love from me. R
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Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and
persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? ** But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, *° but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, ° yet
do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to

shame. ' For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than
to suffer for doing evil. 8 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made
alive in the spirit, 1®in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, 22 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved
through water. ?* And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal
of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclimation
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Gospel John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

The Holy Gospel, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] °“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 6 And
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.

1 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him
nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18«1 will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. ¥ In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. 2°On that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. 2 They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Chris Repp

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day  we Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449
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Nicene Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the +* resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes:

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

The assembly stands.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Meal

Offering

Please place your offering in the plate on the table in the aisle as you leave.
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate or scan the QR code with

your photos app to connect to the donation page on the GLC website.
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Offertory

Ave Maria Michael Haydn
Ave Maria, gratia plena Hail Mary, full of grace,
Dominus tecum; The Lord is with thee:
Benedicta tu in mulieribus, Blessed art though amongst women,
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, (Jesus). And blessed is the fruit of they womb,
(Jesus).

Today's offering anthem is lovingly dedicated to all mothers—those who have given us life,
those who have nurtured and guided us, and those who continue to shape us through their
presence, memory, and love.

In quiet sacrifices and unseen moments, in steadfast faith and gentle encouragement, mothers
reflect a profound and enduring grace. Their voices, whether spoken or sung, echo in our hearts
long after the moment has passed.

As this music is offered, may it honor the strength, compassion, and unwavering devotion that
define motherhood in all its forms. May it serve as a small expression of gratitude for the
countless ways mothers embody care, resilience, and love.

The assembly stands.
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Offering Verse
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the
death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Chnst is ris - en. Christ  will come a - gain.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the
world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
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The Lord'’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.
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Communion

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord'’s table all baptized Christians.
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism.
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.

To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note:
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave.

Be Known to Us

0
Be known to us, Lord Je-sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break-ing of the bread.

E #Ll 1 1 i rf.l | — i
: —— a7 ——F t ' —+ i
O e e 1
Al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia.
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Communion Hymns  Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! ELW 380
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1 Hal-le - Iu - jah! Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je - sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je -sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je - sus lives! Let all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the earth.
5 Hal-le - lu - jah!  An-gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
. -
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ, the con-quer-or, has gone,
Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he is, you shall be too;
Praise him in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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bright fore -run - ner to  the <skies of his peo - ple, yet to rise.
lives for -ev - er to  be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.
Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o - bey.
Glo -ty to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!
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The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Sending

(Sending Of Communion)

A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent.

Choral Benediction  The Lord Bless You and Keep You John Rutter

The Lord bless you and keep you:

The Lord make His face to shine upon you

To shine upon you and be gracious,

And be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon you
And give you peace.

Amen.
Announcements
Sending Hymn Sent Forth by God's Blessing ELW 547
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
0 4 fr——
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 1ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s  chil - dren, the  whole hu - man race.
0 u o
74 P P -
e T s
A \IV I I I I |  I— I I I I  I—
J — — ' I '
The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed wuws, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u - mte us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Postlude
Jauchz, Erd, und Himmel, juble, Op. 67/15 Max Reger (1873-1916)
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Today's choral benediction is offered to the Grace community. As | prepare to step away from
my role in this music ministry, | want to offer my deepest gratitude to this church community for
your unwavering support. It has been a privilege to make music alongside you—to witness how
song becomes prayer, how voices come together in unity, and how this ministry has enriched
the life of the church. | have especially loved hearing the congregation’s voices raise together in
hymn singing, a powerful and unifying expression of shared faith.

Your encouragement, presence, and trust have sustained this work in ways both seen and
unseen. Whether through your participation, your listening, or your quiet affirmation, you have
helped create a space where music could truly serve its highest purpose.

| carry with me the sound of this community—the warmth, the sincerity, and the shared
commitment to something greater than ourselves. Thank you for allowing me to be part of that.
The music we have made together will remain with me always.

With my deepest thanks and good wishes for what lies ahead,
Nick Pierle

Worship Support

The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp  Livestream: Kevin Vail
Assisting Minister: Helen Repp  Sound Technician: Kevin Vail
Reader: Karen Krusa  Music Director: Nicholas Pierle
Deacon: Lois Wilken  Organist: Mike Keeley
Cantor: Erica Ancell ~ Office Assistant: Karen Maher
Ushers: Jim & Kathy Eckstein  Coffee Hour: Worship & Music
Greeters: Dennis & Allison Archer Committee

& Chancel flowers are given by Bev Kieffer «
In honor of my sons Mark, Keith and Lynn Kieffer

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006,
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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