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Welcome to Grace!

At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope.
Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against
racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and
your being.

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World

We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create
and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and
to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early
days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that
it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of
worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or
comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you.

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS:
Regular type: spoken by a leader * Restrooms are down the hall to the left
Bold type: spoken by the people of the entrance, opposite the elevator.

Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information
= the sign of the cross may be made « Large print bulletins are available
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal)

2 Favorite Hymn request

» Hand sanitizer is available on the
sanctuary windowsills.

* Please sign our guest book at the
entrance.

As We Gather:

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather
to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered
around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.



Gathering

Prelude
Fantasia in G Peter Philips (1561-1628)

Welcome

The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4 one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

The assembly kneels or is seated.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



The assembly stands.

Gathering Hymn

ELW 887

This Is My Song
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1 This 1is my  song, O God of all the na - tions,
My coun-try’s  skies are blu-er than the o - cean,
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This is my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have  sun-light too, and clo - ver,
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here are hopes, my dreams,my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev - 'ty - where as blue as mine.
andhearts u - nit - ed learn to live as  one.
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but oth - er  hearts in oth - er lands are beat-ing
So hear my  song, 0] God of all the na - tions,
So hear my prayer, 0] God of all the na - tions;
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of peace for their land and for mine.
my - self 1  give you; let your will be done.
o -2 .
O N 2 (8]
) CTed ¥ 4 I I 4)
EEE= e
P * S H
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.




Canticle of Praise

Assisting minister
J
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Word

Children's Sermon Pastor Chris Repp

First Reading Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God's
covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
9He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalmody Psalm 145:8-14

8 The LoRroD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
% LoRbD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
1 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
12 that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

BYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;

your dominion endures throughout all ages.

You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall

and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we
know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

151 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. 1 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 1" But in fact it
is no longer 1 who do it but sin that dwells within me. 8 For I know that the good does
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand,
but not the ability. ** For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
do. 22Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within
me.

2130 1 find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 2 but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. 2* Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body
of death? 2 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God
that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ® “To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18<For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '° the Son
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2" All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28«Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 1 will give
you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ** For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



The assembly is seated.

Sermon

The assembly stands.

Qaé

Pastor Chris Repp

ELW 332

Hymn of the Day 1 Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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lay down, O wea - ry
liv-ing wa - ter, thirst -y
look un - to me,

one,

your morn shall rise,

and all

lay down your head
one; stoop down and drink and live.”

up - on my breast.”

your day be bright.”
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I found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in  him.
and in  that light of life Tll walk tll trav-'ling days are done.
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Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the = resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
Trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our savior.

Amen.
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The assembly stands.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Meal
Offering

Please place your offering in the plate on the table in the aisle as you leave.
You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate or scan the QR code with
your photos app to connect to the donation page on the GLC website.

Offertory Performed by Ozzie Dorsey, Piano
Blest Be the Tie that Binds by H.G. Nageli, arr. Gail Smith

The assembly stands.

Offering Verse
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us
with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming

in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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The Lord'’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Communion

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians.
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism.
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.

To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note:
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave.
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Be Known to Us
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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lead me to the home [ trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo-ry 1 be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, [ will reach at last the prom-ised land.
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The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Sending

(Sending Of Communion)

A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Hymn
In Thee is Gladness ELW 867
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change them with a breath. = Where-fore the sto - ry tell of his
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and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le - lu - ia!
Announcements
Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

In Thee Is Gladness J.S. Bach
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Worship Support

The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp  Ushers: Kathy & Van Bowersox
Assisting Minister:  Eileen Herrstrom  Livestream: Kevin Valil
Reader: Emily Dorsey  Sound Technician: Kevin Valil
Deacons: Lois Wilken and  Organist: Mike Keeley

Kathy Bowersox  Pianist: Ozzie Dorsey
Greeters: Kathy & Van Bowersox  Office Assistant: Karen Maher

Coffee Hour:  Gloria & Mike Keeley

& Chancel flowers are given by Bev Kieffer «
In memory of George

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006,
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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