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Welcome to Grace! 
At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope. 

Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against 

racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and 

your being. 

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World 
We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create 

and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and 

to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early 

days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that 

it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of 

worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or 

comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you. 

 

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: 

Regular type: spoken by a leader 

Bold type: spoken by the people 
Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader 

Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people  
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information 
☩ the sign of the cross may be made 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal) 

ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal) 

♪ Favorite Hymn request 
 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS: 

• Restrooms are down the hall to the left 

of the entrance, opposite the elevator. 
 

• Hand sanitizer is available on the 

sanctuary windowsills. 
 

• Large print bulletins are available 
 

• Please sign our guest book at the 

entrance.  

 
 
 
As We Gather:  
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign 

of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what 

time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing 

Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding 

in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As 

Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
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Gathering 
 

Prelude                         Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier — 4 settings [ELW 520]  
   Johann Gottfried Walther (1684–1748) 
 

Welcome 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the     Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no  

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the     Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

☩ 

☩ 



 

4 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

 
 
Gathering Hymn   
 Dearest Jesus, At Your Word ELW 520 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 
Canticle of Praise 

1, 2, 3 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 

servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, 

and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 

Word 
 

Children's Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 
First Reading Jonah 3:10—4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah 
objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was 
providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, 
Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty 
thousand Ninevites? 
 

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 

them, and he did not do it. 

 

  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 

the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 

That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and 

merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 
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punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 

die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went 

out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat 

under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 

his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But 

when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 

withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 

the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 

for me to die than to live.” 

 

  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, 

for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left and also many animals?” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Psalmody Psalm 145:1-8 
 
Refrain (R):   

 
 

 

        Tone:  
   
 

 

 1 I will exalt you, my | God and king, 

  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 

 2 Every day | will I bless you 

  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3 Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 

  There is no end | to your greatness. 

 4 One generation shall praise your works | to another 

  and shall de- | clare your power. R 
 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 

  and all your | marvelous works. 

 6 They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 

  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7 They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 

 8 The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 
 

Second Reading                                                             Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his 
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives 
that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between 

the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in 

the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my 

presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 
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  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 

come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in 

no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction 

but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the 

privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are 

having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 

 
Gospel Acclimation 
 

 
 
Gospel Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards 
people according to what they have earned or deserve. 
 

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers 

for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine 

o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also 

go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went 

out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock 
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he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 

standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 

them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 

and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 

a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 

give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Sermon Pastor Chris Repp 
 
The assembly stands. 

 
Hymn of the Day 
 Great God, Your Love Has Called Us  ELW 358 
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Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the     resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. 
 
The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, Trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our savior. 

Amen. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.  
 
After the Peace, the assembly is seated. 

☩ 
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Meal 
 

Offering 
Please place your offering in the donation box on the table in the main aisle 
as you leave. You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate or scan  
the QR code with your photos app to connect to the donation page on  
the GLC website.  
 

Offertory   
 O Taste and See Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

O Taste and See  

How grateful the Lord is  

Blessed is the one that trusted in him 
 
The assembly stands. 
 

Offering Verse 
     

 

 

 

https://glccu.org/online-and-mobile-giving/
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Offering Prayer 
Let us pray.  

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and 

our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Thanksgiving at the Table  
O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful 

might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and 

death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light. 

Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 

 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our savior. In Christ you bring life from 

death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens 

our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery, 

we mortals sing our song: 

☩ 
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The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
  

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 
  

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
  

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send 

forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this 

meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your 

earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again: 

The earth is full of your glory. 

The earth is full of your glory. 
  

Amen, and Amen. 

Amen, and Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly is seated.  
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Communion  

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming 
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians. 
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism. 
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this 
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.  
 
To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note: 
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your 
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also 
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave. 

 
Be Known to Us 
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Communion Hymns 
 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me ACS 1084 
 

 

 
The assembly stands. 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 
Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 

living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 

name we pray. 

Amen. 
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Sending 
 

(Sending Of Communion) 
A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and     give you peace.  

Amen.  

 
Sending Hymn  Lord of All Hopefulness                     ELW 765 

 

☩ 
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Announcements  
 

Dismissal 
Go out in joy, led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  

 Hyfrydol [ELW 631] Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 

   

 
 

Worship Support 
The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity 

of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today. 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp 

Assisting Minister: Kathy Bowersox 

Reader: Janet Lepp 

Deacon: Kathy Bowersox 

Greeters: Bev Kieffer and Jim Fleming 

Ushers:    Joe Meyer & Erika 

 Bilger & Family 

Livestream:    Michael Miller 

Sound Technician: Kevin Vail 

Organist: Mike Keeley 

Music Director: Kyle Schrage 

Office Assistant: Karen Maher 

Coffee Hour: Gail Hug and  

 Mary Jo Erickson 

    

  Chancel flowers are given by Kathy & Jim Eckstein  

For loving families & friends 

 

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, 
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.  
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 


