Lutheran Church
Champaign, Illinois

The End

The month of November marks the end of the
church year. So, you could say that “the end” is
the theme of this month. Our texts on All
Saints Sunday - always the first Sunday in No-
vember - bring into focus the end of our lives
and of our loved ones’ lives. Other readings
this time of year draw our attention to the end
of the world. Maybe you have noticed that
trend. Those readings feel ominous, don’t
they? There doesn’t seem to be a lot of good
news in them. As [ prepare my sermons I have
to keep looking at the larger trajectory of the
Gospel to help remind you (and myself as well!) that all the end-times bad news,
with all of the apocalyptic imagery, is not Jesus’ final word, either for us or for
the world.

There is another way in which “the end” looms in the popular imagina-
tion early in November this year. November 3rd is election day, which many see
in apocalyptic terms. For some there is a notion that if the elections do not go
their way, the world as we have known it is finished. And because the stakes are
portrayed in such stark terms, there is likely to be resistance to believing the
outcome on the part of the losing party, which could lead to drastic measures to
nullify that outcome.

Up until now I have been using “the end” in only one of its meanings, the
meaning of finishing or stopping. In that sense, the end of the church year
means that it is over and done, the end of our lives means that we are dead, and
the end of the world is when it ceases to be. But there is another meaning of
“end.” When we ask, “to what end are we doing this?” or when we declare that
“the ends do not justify the means,” we are speaking of goals, of intended out-
comes. This second meaning is also present in the original Greek of the New
Testament. Jesus’ final words from the cross in John’s Gospel, usually translated
“it is finished,” can also mean “goal achieved,” or “mission accomplished.” And
when Jesus declares, in the very last chapter of the Bible, that he is the
“beginning and the end,” he is using “end” in this same sense. Christ enthroned
in glory is the end - the goal - of God’s work in the world because he is at the
same time the end (in the other sense) of sin, death and evil. So, as we approach
the end of the church year, as you contemplate the end of your life and the lives
of loved ones, and as you are confronted with warnings about the end of the
world, bear in mind that God has an end in mind for you and for the world that
is better than you both fear and imagine, and that end is life that really is life,
life in the fulness of God’s presence.

+ Pastor Repp
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Faith, Worship, Music, Study, Prayer

Remember to Change Your
Clocks This Weekend!

The clocks turn back by one hour
at 2:00am on Sunday, November 1, 2026.

Please Note:

The Grace Lutheran Church Office will be closed
for the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday,
November 26 & Friday, November 27. It will re-
open for normal office hours on Monday,
November 30 at 9:00am.

Visit from the Bishop
Sunday, November 1st

Bishop Greg Busboom will be joining us for the
Sunday Morning Service at Grace Lutheran
Church, and will give a presentation in the
Fellowship Hall following the service:

9:30am—Sunday Morning Service
10:45am—Presentation in the Fellowship Hall

Light refreshments will be provided after the
service, in the Fellowship Hall.

Free Advent Devotionals
in the Narthex (in Nov.)

Please choose an Advent Devotional that suits
you and/or your Family. They can be found in
the narthex, starting in mid-November, and are
free as a gift from Grace Lutheran. Past
materials and new selections will be available to
choose from. Happy Advent Season!
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November Faith Circle

Faith Circle meets on the third Tuesday evening
of each month at 7 pm in the narthex. All are
welcome. We begin the evening with
refreshments (coffee and snacks provided by the
hostess) and fellowship. The lesson leader
presents the Bible study, beginning around
approximately 7:30 pm.

This month’s Faith Circle is on Tuesday,
November 17th. It is being hosted by Susan
Monte, with Eileen Herrstrom serving as the
lesson leader. We collect an offering each
month, which will support the ministries of
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) as well as selected
local and ELCA charities. We use the Bible study
materials from Gather Magazine, a WELCA
publication. Plan to attend and bring a friend!

First Friday Synod
Prayer Group

Where and how is the Spirit moving? One way
to find out is to gather together regularly for
what Luther calls “The Mutual Conversation and
Consolation of the Saints.” You are invited into
a time of prayer on Zoom from 7:30 to 8:00
a.m. on the first Friday of every month.

We will share what the Holy Spirit has laid on
our hearts and then lift up those concerns and
hopes to God in prayer. This spiritual practice
allows us to see Christ and be Christ for one
another as the Holy Spirit builds up our
communities of faith across the Central
Southern lllinois Synod. Come join us as we
share our hopes and concerns with God and one
another for the sake of our shared life together.
You can sign up for the First Friday Synod Prayer
Group here: https://www.csis-elca.org/event/
first-friday-prayer-group/
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LSSI Foster Youth
Christmas Gifts

Lutheran Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) is
looking for help to provide Christmas gifts for
approximately 185 children in their foster care
program in Champaign and Vermilion counties.
The format of the program this year will be a
combination of last year's online shopping
option as well as traditional "angel tree" tags
with specific wish list items.

To contribute to this initiative, you can do any of
the following:

1. Navigate to https://giftlist.Issi.org/campaigns/
champaign-and-danville-christmas-giving/
products to select and purchase specific gifts

2. Make a monetary donation with a check
made out to Grace Lutheran and "LSSI" on the
memo line

3. Purchase gift cards to Walmart, Target or any
fast food restaurant and drop them off in the
LSSI gift card box in the church narthex

4. Coming soon: wish list tags will be available in
the church narthex in early November if you
prefer to do your own shopping for specific
children
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The target date for all online gifts to be
purchased is December 4 and any monetary
donations or physical gifts to be delivered to
church by Sunday December 6.

Please direct any questions to Amy Nicely or
Brian Nicely (please contact the Grace Lutheran
church office if you need their contact
information). Thank you for your generosity and
help in making this Christmas special for
the LSSI foster care children!

Adult Sunday School

This Fall, we are being led through a six-session
program from Select Learning focused on
creation and our relationship to it, drawing on
the Lutheran emphases on justification and
vocation.

The series explores the origins of some common
misconceptions about Scripture’s portrayal of
creation, inviting us see care for creation as part
of our baptismal vocation. We'll also learn how
God's people throughout the Church are living
out that call.

Join us at 11 a.m. after the service in the
Hoffmeister Room for our Adult Sunday School
class! Meeting weekly throughout the year,
unless otherwise noted.

FALL SCHEDULE:

November 1 — Bishop’s Holy Land Presentation
November 8 — Earthbound, sessions 4-6
November 15 — Earthbound, sessions 4-6
November 22 — Earthbound, sessions 4-6
November 29 — Earthbound, sessions 4-6
December 6 — St. Andrew’s Presentation
December 13 - TBD

December 20 - TBD
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What'’s on Your
Calendar for 2027?

Do you enjoy receiving a bit of "snail mail" from
time to time? If you're like me, a personal note
immediately rises to the top of the pile of mail
that is much more often "junk mail," ads, or
solicitations for donations than it is personal
letters these days. That infrequent-but-welcome
note from a friend or relative is becoming a
"little gem" in a world where email and texting
reign supreme.

We at Grace mail both birthday and anniversary
cards, yes, "snail mail," to people in the GLC
family who are celebrating those occasions.
Would you like to help? Typically, volunteers
offer to cover one or two months. This card
ministry assignment would take about 2-3 hours
of time per month. All materials (cards, recipient
lists, adhesive address labels, and postage) are
provided. The volunteer writes a brief personal
note to the recipient and drops the card in the
mail a few days before the recipient's special
day.

The cards themselves are lovely thanks to the
generosity of Meg Loven, who is our very own
"stamping expert." A couple times a year we
gather a small group to stamp new cards, and
Meg has been providing materials and guidance
at our "stamping parties" for several years.
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The Parish Life Committee invites you to
consider this opportunity to help our faith
community celebrate special occasions. If you
are interested in participating or have questions,
please contact Kathy Bowersox.

For Parish Life,
Kathy Bowersox

St. Andrew’s
Chat & Chow Meals

The Grace Social Ministry Committee is
providing two Sunday evening meals, called Chat
and Chow, for St. Andrew’s this semester. Our
first meal served on Sunday, September 27 was
an excellent time for building relationships
through meal-time hospitality.

OUR NEXT MEAL:

Sunday, November 8: at 5:45

ELCA Campus Ministry building — upstairs
Coordinator: Janet Lepp

Sign-up Sheet: for food donations is on the
table in the Narthex

Worship: The Sunday meals are followed by
worship at 7:00 pm. Members and friends of
Grace Lutheran are invited to attend worship in
addition to the meal.

Pastor Jon Fry wrote a thank you following the
September meal we provided: "We are so
grateful for your delicious meal and support!
Your gifts allow us to share God’s love on
Campus."

Be sure to contact me if you have questions,

Tanks!
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December

BookClub = ¥
MOMENT

A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

The Moment of Lift:
How Empowering
Women Changes
the World (2019) e
MELINDA

by Melinda French GAT E S

Gates

WITH A NEW AFTERY

“Melinda tells the stories of the inspiring people
she’s met through her work all over the world,
digs into the data, and powerfully illustrates
issues that need our attention—from child
marriage to gender inequity in the workplace.”
—President Barack Obama

The book is “about gender equity, and its golden
thread is empathy. This book lifts up the voices
of women and girls whose experiences have
been entirely unlike Melinda’s own. They've
taught her a great deal, and in this beautifully
crafted and artful memoir, Melinda Gates invites
the reader to learn from them too.”

—Dr. Paul Farmer, Harvard Medical School

We will discuss the book on a different day than
originally announced. The new date is Saturday,
December 5, 2026, at 9:30 AM in the Narthex at
Grace Lutheran Church.

We have one more book for $10, and copies are
available through libraries and bookstores.

Hot drinks and snacks will be provided.
We hope you will join us!
-Janet Lepp and Eileen Herrstrom
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Fall 2026 Outdoor
Cleanup Day - Saturday,
November 14, 8-12 Noon

Join this family-friendly opportunity.
Coffee and donuts available!

Help tidy up Grace for the winter. Among the
tasks, we will rake leaves, stack fallen branches,
trim bushes, remove weeds, & cover A/C units.

Arrive early and help us finish by noon. On-site
guidance will be available for questions. Please
bring gloves, rakes, pruners and trimmers. Paper
yard-waste bags will be provided. Bags will be
moved to the Union Street curb for city pick-up.

November Game Night
at Grace Lutheran

Gather with friends and enjoy an evening
together! Every 2nd & 4th Thursday of the
month, from 6:00-8:00pm, a group will meet
for Games in the Narthex. The group will gather
to enjoy each other's company and engage in
card and board games. November 12th is the
only date this month (the 26th is Thanksgiving).

If you are interested, please let Jim Fleming
know. Come and join us, and feel free to bring
along your favorite game!
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2027 Chancel Flower
Sign-Up Time!

You are invited to help beautify the sanctuary
with flowers for Sunday services in 2027.
Remember a special date in your life or a special
person with a personal dedication. You may
dedicate flowers for more than one Sunday.

The cost of flowers for one Sunday is S50 and
the florist supplying and delivering your
arrangement to church is Fleurish on Walnut
Street in downtown Champaign. After the
service on the Sunday you dedicate flowers, you
may take the floral arrangement home.

The sign-up will take place in the narthex on
the Sundays of October 25th and November 1
following the church service. Listed here are
the dates which are available for you to sponsor
flowers. We do not use flowers during Lent and
not during a few additional Sundays during the
year. If you are unable to sign up at church, you
may call Gloria Rainer and leave a message
about the date you would like to sponsor
flowers. Gloria will return your call and verify. If
you reserve a date for flowers via a telephone
call to Gloria, please send your check to her or
place your check in the “Flower mailbox” labeled
with Shirley Traugott’s and Gloria’s names.
Please contact the Grace Lutheran office if you
need Gloria’s contact information.
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At the time you sign-up, please pay for the
flowers using cash or a check. Make checks
payable to Grace Lutheran Church, Memo -
Chancel Flowers.

Thank you very much for your support and
participation! If you have any questions, please
contact Gloria Rainer.

2027 Dates to Sponsor
Flowers (please note that some

dates have now been reserved):

January: 17, 24, 31

February: 7 only (due to Lent)

March: (no flowers are used during Lent)
March: 21 - Palm Sunday (Palms)

March: 28 — Easter (lilies and hydrangeas )
April: 11, 18, 25

May: 2,9, 16, 23, 30

June: 6, 13, 20, 27

July: 4,11, 18, 25

August: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

September: 5, 12, 19, 26

October: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

November: 7, 14, 21, 28

December: 5, 12, 19
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Council Corner
October 2026

The following information is from the October
2026 Council Meeting:

New Action Items for Council October 2026:

A) A motion was made to donate the
basketball hoop from the Fellowship Hall to
Good Sheperd Lutheran Church.

— The motion passed

B) A facilities request from The Conservatory
of Central lllinois to use the Fellowship Hall, and
Hoffmeister Room on Sunday October 25 from 2
-6PM for sectional rehearsals. This happens to
coincide with a piano recital that will take place
in the Sanctuary and the Narthex. This has
happened before without any problems being
reported.

— The request was approved

Mark Your Calendars
for the Semi-Annual
Congregational Meeting

Dear Grace Community,

We will be holding our semi-annual Meeting of
the Congregation on January 24, 2027, at
10:45am, (following the worship service), to
approve the Annual Budget and vote on
delegates for the Central/Southern Illinois Synod
Assembly and the East Central Conference
Assembly.

We expect the meeting will be conducted in-
person with a Zoom option to participate.

Marlys Scarbrough
Congregational President
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Stewardship Time
is Starting!

Actually, stewardship is a year-round practice
that covers not only financial support of our
congregation, but also all of the other support
our members provide: the time and talent you
so generously share in all of the tasks involved in
worship support, the behind-the scenes efforts
to maintain and improve our property and
building, and your presence at our services and
other activities.

In all of those ways you have stepped up and
pitched in. Thank you!

November is the time when we focus on
financial support of Grace in advance of writing
a budget for the coming year.

Pledge cards will be sent out at the end of
October, in the mail, and you will be hearing
Temple Talks during the Sunday morning
services on November 1st, November 8th, and
November 15th.

Pledge cards will be collected during the service
on November 22. Please take time to consider
this important part of our life together at Grace.
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Treasurer’s Report

SEPT. 2026

CURRENT
Monthly MONTH YEAR-TO-DATE
Report
INCOME $9,105.07 $171,649.11

EXPENSES $24,407.22 $224,743.95

Food Pantry Updates

The Grace Food Pantry has been busy!
In October 2026, the pantry reached:

NET $ (-15,302.15) | ($-53,094.84)

SEPTEMBER Income was much less than

$20,833.33 ) e Oct.8: 77 households, 241 individuals
e Oct. 15: 98 households, 355 individuals
SEPTEMBER Expenses were a little less than ¢ Oct.22: 80 households, 347 ind?viduals
expected. (Monthly budgeted $27,200.25) e Oct.29: 80 households, 320 individuals
_ That’s 415 total families and 1541 people in our
SEPTEMBER NET is $ (-15,302.15) community that have been served by this

ministry during the month of October.
Year-to-Date Actual Deficit is ( $ -53,094.84 )
To support the work that the Food Pantry does,

Respectfully Submitted, you can donate online at https://glccu.org/
Debbie Peterson, Treasurer donate/.

» Using GLC Facilities

Our facilities are available for use by members and by outside groups. To use the space, please fill out
a facilities use request form on the website (click the link to the form here) and email it to
office@glccu.org. Once the request is approved, it will be added to the calendar, and you can make
arrangements to pick up a key if necessary. For more information please visit the website at
https://glccu.org/facility-use/ or call (217) 356-6232.

. Online Resources

Committee Minutes Online Bulletin Board: https://glccu.org/committee-minutes/
Password: Luther1517

Online Giving: https://glccu.org/donate/

. Grace Meeting Zoom Link
This is a general link for most Grace Zoom meetings: Grace Meeting Link
Meeting ID: 833 3841 4027 Passcode: 927999 Phone only: +1 312 626 6799
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ELCA
GOOD
GIFTS

CATALOG

ELCA Good Gifts
Guide 2026

Start your holiday planning early with the ELCA
Good Gifts Guide 2026. An animal can make a
world of difference for a family in need. Animals
provide food to eat, fertilizer to grow crops and
offspring to sell at the market. With one gift, you
can help a family escape the cycle of hunger and
poverty for good.

Click the link to learn more about gifting
livestock, climate resilience and safe birth kits,
health aid, and much more through this ELCA
program:
https://goodgifts.elca.org/page/72439/shop/1

HEALTH AND NUTRITION [l

Warm meals
at a feeding ministry

Whether people are looking for refuge from the streets or a little
extra help to get by, a warm meal and a seat at the table can go
along way. Your gifts help support feeding ministries across the
country, many of which are organized by ELCA congregations,
as they serve up meals to people in need. More importantly, they
connect guests to resources, addressing long-term needs and
helping to overcome hunger, poverty and homelessness.

m Serve 10 people at a feeding ministry

Serve 50 people at a feeding ministry

Health care for a child

When a child feels sick or needs a checkup, no parent should
have to choose between a visit to the clinic and food for the
family. Spare a parent this difficult decision and offer them
peace of mind by covering the cost of a visit.

m Clinic visit for a child

Stock a health clinic

Just one week of supplies can help

treat hundreds of people. Diagnostic
tests, antibiotics and treatments — for
everything from common colds to malaria,
tuberculosis, HIV and AIDS — are among
the basic supplies every clinic needs to
treat patients and save lives.

m Stock a health clinic for a week
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Ongoing LWR Projects

Lutheran World Relief was founded in the
United States after World War Il. LWR tackles
global poverty by helping people adapt to
challenges that threaten their livelihood and
wellbeing. LWR works with people based on
need, regardless of race, religion or nationality,
and they do not evangelize. The mission of LWR
is to affirm God's love for all people, working
with other Lutherans and partners around the
world to end poverty, injustice, and human
suffering. Click the link to read more about some
of their ongoing projects: lwr.org/downloads

ELCA C/SIS

Newsletter Sign-up

Click the link to add yourself to the ELCA
Central/Southern lllinois Synod’s e-newsletter
list! Receive their online publications and stay
up to date about happenings and events around
the area and state! https://www.csis-elca.org/
forms/newsletter-signup/

=N Y
ﬁlv /\/

God’s Love Made Real

God’s Love Made Real is shorthand for the
ELCA’s vision statement and encompasses all the
ways our congregations, synods and ministries
are helping the world around us know the love
of God in Jesus. Click to learn more.




Worship Support for November 2026

November 1

November 8

November 15

November 22

November 29

Assisti
S_Sl_s g Marlys Scarbrough| Dennis Archer Helen Repp Eileen Herrstrom | Dennis Archer
Minister
Reader Leanne Wichus
Deacons Tina Fehrenbacher| Art Traugott Susan Monte Lois Wilken and Gail Hug
Nancy Marshall
Greeters Bob & Emily Joe Meyer & Erika | Mary Jo Erickson & | Dennis & Allison Brian & Amy
Dorsey & Family | Bilger & Family Russ Dankert Archer Nicely
Ushers Doug & Karen Bev Kieffer & Jim Fleming & Jim & Kathy Dave & Carol
Krusa Mary Jo Erickson Andy Grichnik Eckstein Larson
Livestreamer Dave Brown Jim Anderson Meg Loven Michael Miller Kevin Vail
. . Art & Shirley
Coffee Hour Bishop Visit Traugott The Repps Janet & Dan Lepp
Nancy & Rodney Leanne & Ray Marlys
Flowers Grace Schoedel . Jo Ellen DeVilbiss | Scarbrough &
Marshall Wichus
Chet Alwes
In honor of our In honor of our
Dedication To the Glory of God| upcoming 20t To the Glory of God | In honor of family .
; anniversary
anniversary
Grace Office Schedule: Grace Council: Grace Committee Chairs:

The Grace Lutheran Church office is
open Monday—Friday from 9:00am to
2:00pm. Exceptions will be announced
in our GraceNotes or in the monthly

newsletter.

Grace Lutheran Staff:

Pastor— Chris Repp

Office Assistant—Karen Maher
Director of Music—Kyle Schrage
Organist—Mike Keeley

Grace Council Officers:

Liaison to Finance

Dennis Archer

Liaison to Property

None

Liaison to Parish Life

Dee Ehler

Liaison to Social Ministry
Tina Fehrenbacher

Leanne Wichus

Financial Secretary

Gail Hug

Worship & Music—Ruth Anderson

& Carolyn Pater
Finance Committee—Debbie Peterson
Parish Life Committee—Kathy Bowersox
Property Committee—\Van Bowersox

Ministry Coordinators:
Altar Care—Ruth Anderson

Social Ministry Committee—Lois Wilken

Assisting Ministers—Pastor Chris Repp
Deacons, Greeters—Karen Maher
Flowers—Gloria Rainer & Shirley Traugott
Readers—Carolyn Pater

Council President—Marlys Scarbrough
Council Vice President—Dale Herrstrom
Council Treasurer—Debbie Peterson
Council Secretary—Kevin Vail

At Large Member
Alicia Winter

Sound Technician, Livestream—Ruth Anderson
Ushers—Dave Larson
Wedding Coordinator—Claire Vail
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November 2026 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
¢9:30am Worship - | «1:00pm Worship | «6:00pm Adult ¢7:00pm Choir ¢10:00am Food no events no events
In Person & Live & Music Meeting | Children of Rehearsal (CR) Pantry (FH) scheduled scheduled
Stream - Bishop (P) Alcoholics &
Busboom’s Visit & | «4:30pm Dysfunctional
Temple Talk #1 (S) | Executive Families (CH)
«11:00am Bishop’s | Committee (P) «6:30pm Sweet
Presentation (FH) | 7:00pm Bell Adelines (FH)
«12:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Women's AA (H) | (CL)
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
Grace Food Pantry | «10:00am Food ¢6:00am Food for | 7:00pm Choir ¢10:00am Food no events ¢1:00pm Dada
Sunday for Seniors (FH) Seniors (FH) Rehearsal (CR) Pantry (FH) scheduled Bhagwan Vignan
«9:30am Worship - | +6:30pm Finance | «6:00pm Adult +6:00pm Game Institute (FH, K, &
In Person & Live Committee Children of Night (N) N)
Stream—Temple Meeting (H) Alcoholics &
Talk #2 (S) «7:00pm Bell Dysfunctional
«11:00am Adult Choir Rehearsal | Families (CH)
Sunday School (H) | (CL) +6:30pm Sweet
+12:00pm Adelines (FH)
Women's AA (H) «7:00pm Council

(H & Zoom)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
«9:30am Worship - | «7:00pm Bell «6:00pm Adult «7:00am Food «10:00am Food Newsletter Copy | no events
In Person & Live Choir Rehearsal Children of Pantry Truck Pantry (FH) Deadline scheduled
Stream—Temple | (CL) Alcoholics & Delivery (FH) «6:00pm Parish
Talk #3 (S) «7:00pm Dysfunctional «10:00am Life Committee | no events
«11:00am Adult Confirmation Families (CH) Comrades in (Zoom) scheduled
Sunday School (H) | Class (H) +6:30pm Sweet Art (N)
+12:00pm Adelines (FH) +7:00pm Choir
Women's AA (H) +7:00pm Faith Rehearsal (CR)

Circle (N)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
World Hunger ¢10:00am Food ¢6:00am Food for | 7:00pm Choir THANKSGIVING | Grace Office no events
Sunday for Seniors (FH) Seniors (FH) Rehearsal (CR) DAY Closed scheduled
«9:30am Worship - | «7:00pm Bell «6:00pm Adult
In Person & Live Choir Rehearsal Children of i
Stream—Collection | (CL) Alcoholics & Grace Office no events
of Stewardship Dysfunctional Closed scheduled
Envelopes (S) Families (CH)
«11:00am Adult +6:30pm Sweet No Food Pantry

Sunday School (H)

Adelines (FH)

No Game Night

«12:00pm «7:00pm Social
Women's AA (H) Ministry Meeting
(N)
29 30
«9:30am Worship - | «7:00pm Bell (S) Sanctuary (H) Hoffmeister

In Person & Live
Stream (S)
¢11:00am Adult
Sunday School (H)
¢12:00pm
Women's AA (H)

Choir Rehearsal
(CL)

(CL) Choir Loft
(N) Narthex

(K) Kitchenette
(P) Pastor’s Office
(CH) Chapel

(CR) Class Rooms
(N) Nursery

(FH) Fellowship
Hall




