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Welcome to Grace!

At Grace Lutheran Church, we strive to be a community of acceptance, reconciliation and hope.
Following in the way of Jesus, we welcome all people regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or age. God’s acceptance of all compels us to stand against
racism, sexism and all forms of hate and prejudice. We welcome your questions, your gifts, and
your being.

Connecting People to God, One Another, and the World

We believe that God is at work in this worship service, through Word and Sacrament, to create
and sustain faith in God’s promises of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation in Jesus Christ, and
to bless us to be blessings. We use a rich, traditional pattern of worship that dates to the early
days of Christianity. We recognize that it comes with a learning curve, but we’re convinced that
it’s worth the effort. Don’t feel like you have to get everything the first time. This way of
worshipping may also include postures like standing and kneeling that may not be possible or
comfortable for everyone. Please know that you are welcome to do what works for you.

KEY TO THE ORDER OF SERVICE: HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR VISITORS:
Regular type: spoken by a leader * Restrooms are down the hall to the left
Bold type: spoken by the people of the entrance, opposite the elevator.

Regular Italics: sung/chanted by a leader
Bold Italics: sung/chanted by the people
Small Italics: liturgical directions and information
= the sign of the cross may be made « Large print bulletins are available
ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Red Hymnal)
ACS: All Creation Sings (Purple Hymnal)

2 Favorite Hymn request

» Hand sanitizer is available on the
sanctuary windowsills.

* Please sign our guest book at the
entrance.

As We Gather:

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes.
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.



Gathering

Prelude

Welcome

The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the =+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.

The assembly kneels or is seated.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



The assembly stands.

Gathering Hymn

O God of Every Nation ELW 713
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1 O God of ev-'ry na - tion, of ev-’ry race and land,

2 From search for wealth and pow - er and scormn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en all who la - bor that all may find re - lease

4 Keep bright in wus the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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re - deem your whole cre - a - tion with your al-might - y hand;
from trust in bombs that show - er de - struc-tion through the night,
from fear of rat-tling sa - ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;
when ha-tred and di - vi - sion give way to love and peace,
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where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are hurled,
from pride of race and sta - tion and blind-ness to your way,

when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let your voice be  heard;
till  dawns the morn-ing glo - rious when truth and love shall reign,
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in love and mer-cy guide us and heal our strife - torn world.
de - liv -er ev-ry na - tion, e - ter-nal God, we pray.
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic - to - rious o’er all the world’s do - main.
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
(Sung by All)
n Leader or All
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Se - for, ten pie - dad de no-so - tros. Cris - to, ten pie - dad.
O Lord, have. .. mer-cy up-on us. Christ, have mer - cy.
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0] Lord, have. . .mer-cy up-on us. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Se - fior, ten pie - dad. Se - for, ten pie - dad.
Have mer - cy, O Lord. Have mer - cy, O Lord.




Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you
what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Word

Children's Sermon Pastor Chris Repp

First Reading Isaiah 45:1-7

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end
Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only
God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light
and darkness.

! Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand | have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
21 will go before you
and level the mountains;
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;
31 will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
% For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name;
| give you a title, though you do not know me.
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5T am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
| arm you, though you do not know me,

®so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.

"1 form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LoORD do all these things.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody Psalm 96:1-13

! Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LoRbD, all the earth.

2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

% Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.

* For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.

® Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the LoRD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

¥ Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.

19 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the
peoples with equity.”

111 et the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
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12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge the earth.

13You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances
to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope
makes them a model for other new Christian communities.

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly * remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the gospel came to you
not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word
with joy from the Holy Spirit, ’ so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia.  For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known,
so that we have no need to speak about it. ° For they report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and
true God 1% and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.




Gospel Acclamation

A-le - lu-vya, a-le-lo - vya. A-le -lu-ya, a-le-lu - ya.
Al-le - Tu -1a, al-le-lu - ia. Al-le = lu - 1a, al -le-lu - ia.
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A-le-lu-ya, a-le-lu - wya. El Se - fior re - su - ci-td.
Al-le - lu -1a, al-le-lu - ia. Christ is ris - en, ris'n in-deed.
Gospel Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they
ask if God'’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. *® So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no
one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 1’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” * But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 1° Show me the coin used for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. ?° Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose
title?”” 2! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this,
they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Sermon Pastor Chris Repp



The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day
We Give Thee But Thine Own ELW 686
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1 We  give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true T1e - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,

4 And we be -lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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and glad -1y, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.

to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it wun - to thee.
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Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the 4 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

The assembly kneels or is seated. Each petition concludes:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, Trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, our savior.

Amen.

The assembly stands.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with
you,” or similar words.

After the Peace, the assembly is seated.

Meal

Offering

Please place your offering in the donation box on the table in the main aisle
as you leave. You may also give online at http://glccu.org/donate or scan
the QR code with your photos app to connect to the donation page on

the GLC website.
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Offertory

God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple

2 Lo! The hosts of e - vl round us scorn the Chrst, as -

3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to

4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow'’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - 1y;
sail ~his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you WE_O\II] we a - dore.
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The assembly stands.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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14




Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor;
with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in

your church, without end.
Amen.
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The Lord'’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Communion

We believe that Christ is truly present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, forming
us into his body for the sake of the world. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians.
Those who are not baptized we invite to explore with us the Christian faith and consider baptism.
Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please hold this
bulletin in your hands as a sign that you would like a blessing.

To receive communion, please join the line in the center aisle and proceed to the pastor. (Note:
gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) After receiving the bread, proceed to your
left or right to receive the wine, taking a pre-filled glass from the tray. (Grape juice is also
available.) Place your used glass in the basket provided near the stairs on the side you leave.
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Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn

O God, You Search Me and You Know Me ACS 1082
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1 0O God, you search me and you know me.
2 You  know my rest - ing and my ris - ing.
3 Be - fore a word is on my tongue, Lord,
4 Al - though your Spir - it is up - on me,
5 For you cre - at - ed me and shaped me,
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All  my thoughts lie 0 - pen to  your gaze.
You dis - cemn my  pur - pose from a - far,
you have known its mean - ing through and through.
still 1 search for shel - ter from your light.
gave me life with - in my moth - er’s womb.
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When 1 walk or lie down you are be - fore me:
and  with love ev - er - last - ing you be - siege me:
You are with me be-yond my un - der - stand - ing:
There is no - where on earth I can es - cape you:
For  the won - der of who I am, I praise you:
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ev - er the mak - er and keep - er of my days.
in ev-'ry mo - ment of life or death, you are.
God of my pres - ent, my past, and fu - ture, too.
e - ven the dark - ness is ra - diant in  your sight.

safe in your hands, all cre - a - tion is made new.

The assembly stands.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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Prayer After Communion

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose
name we pray.

Amen.

Sending

(Sending Of Communion)

A prayer may be said for the sending of communion to those who are absent.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +# give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
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1 My soul cries out with a joy - ful  shout that the
2 Though I am smal, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow’r to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we Tre -
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on  stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem - ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that

you bring to the ones who  wait

depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - ftice tears ev - ry ty - rant . .. from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush -ing  grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight; and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to  shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no more, for the
This sav - ing word  that our fore - bears heard is the
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weak-ness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can mnev - er eam; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
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name  be blest. Could the world be a- bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a- bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world 1s a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.

N . Refrain
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Announcements

Dismissal

Go out in joy, led forth in peace.

Thanks be to

Postlude

God.
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Worship Support

The ministry of the church is carried out by all of its people, and Christian worship is a communal activity
of the whole assembly. We give thanks to the following for their worship leadership and support today.

Presiding Minister: Pastor Chris Repp  Sound Technician: Kevin Vail
Assisting Minister: Helen Repp  Organist: Mike Keeley
Reader: Lacy Grichnik  Music Director: Kyle Schrage
Deacon: Gail Hug and Van Bowersox  Office Assistant: Karen Maher
Greeters: Kathy & Van Bowersox  Coffee Hour: Kathy & Van Bowersox
Ushers: Brian & Amy Nicely Musicians: Dave Brown, Alma Dorsey
Livestream: Jim Anderson Michael Miller, Pastor Chris Repp,

Helen Repp, and Jack Wilkie

& Chancel flowers are given by Debbie Peterson «
In memory of my dad, Fritz Wojcik

Hymns and portions of the liturgy and artwork are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006,
and from Sundays and Seasons, © 2024, by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS026105., and ONE LICENSE, License #A-725811.

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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